Culture is ordinary: that is the first fact. Every human society has its own
shape, its own purposes, its own meanings. Every human society expresses these,

in institutions, and in arts and learning.

- The making of a mind is, first, the slow
learning of shapes, purposes, and meanings, so that work, observation and
communication are possible. Then, second, but equal in importance, is the

testing of these in experience, the making of new observations, comparisons, and

meanings. A culture has twoc aspects:

These are the ordinary processes of human societies and human minds,
and we see through them the nature of a culture: that it is always both
traditional and creative; that it is both the most ordinary commen meanings and
the finest individual meanings. We use the word culture in these two senses: to
mean a whole way of life--the common meanings; to mean the arts and
learning--the special processés of discovery and creative effort. Some writers
reserve the word for one or other of these senses; I insist on both, and on the
significance of their Conjunctidh. The questions I ask about our culture are
questions about deep personal meanings. Culture is ordinary, in every soclety

and in every mind. (6)
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