
AN I:.\RLY ROMAN CHAXCEL ARRASGElIEST 
AND ITS LITURGICAL, FTJNCTIONS 

The excavations in recent years at S. hlarco and S. -- Pietro . - in .. . 1 

Vincoli - have brought to light two examples of an early Roman i 
chancel arrangement. At S. Marco this consisted of a pair of ( 
parallel walls about 1.40 m. in'height enclosing a passageway ( 
reaching about two thirds the length of the nave. This " kind of i 
dromos or solccl ", as Krautheimer refers to it, was el-cited in two ( 
stages, the second xmcwhat narrower than the first (2.90 against ( . 3.55 m.). From this passageMrav a.vother pair of walls reached 1 

out toward the aisles as if to enclose a rcserved area either side of 1 
the sanctuary. Though these wing walls are not in evidence at i 
S. Pietro in Vincoli2, the long passageway is remarkably like ( 
t l~a i  in b. Marco, erect4 in two successively narrower stages and ( 
reaching two thirds the length of the nave. At S. Pietro this grran- cdcea 1 6 , : :  ZP. 
genicnt seems to belong to the church which was dedicated in rK7? - u u  

i43g-440. At  S. Marco the arrangement is not directly datable- j.? ("0 I J d L 0  
I ( but since the pavement is about half way between the fourth- and 

lb4 
ninth-century levels, it can be fixed roughly between 550 and 650. ( 

These two examples of this arrangement are by 110 nieans ( 
unique. Both elements, the passageway down the nave and the ( 
wing walis reserving a n  area eitli;.r side of the sanctuary, appedr 1 

in other churches ;I?  tvrll. At S. Clernepg the rosette pavement 1 i v d  4.3 
in lower church indicates that the original lay-out of the chan- I 
cel consisted of a short rectangular sanctuary before the apse, 1 

I 
I 
I 
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from which parallel barriers reached perhaps more than half way task, then, is to reconstruct tlic external, risible, Spatial require- 
@, down tile nave, with a reserved area beside the sanctuary, at least I merits of the early liturgy, thai is, the rubrics of the &lass. Cu- 

in the right aisle '. These barriers, which were transferred to the ,.iously enough, while enormous amounts of research have been 
new ~ h u r c h  in the twelfth centurv, bear the monograms of John 11 devoted to establishing the text of the earl?' Xjass, attempts to 
(533-535). picture the external performarlic of the Mass have been only 

*gain, in 5 Stefan0 in Via Latina, accordi:lg to Fortunati's 9.. 
1 '  . incidental and {insure. 

account of the excavation, the same elements appear 4. Here the The fundamental document in this reconstl-uction must be 
parallel barriers r e d ~ d  over one ~hird the lcngth of the nave 4 Ordo R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  I 7, which is accepted as a description of 

, . ~' 

_ 1  

and the walls extended the colonnacics. The chancel 
3 the ,;,, M ~ ~ : ,  of the seventh century in Rome. At times, 

, , . , 
screens, which are clearly fifth-century work, rilost likely belong 4 however, it has been posrible to rnnipcture beyond the seventh 

, the plan of the church of Pope Leo I (440-4.60). F2$ to was probably the n~,r,r of earlici. A corn- 
Finally, we have the chancel barriers in Sta. Maria An%5. 2 % - - prehensive study of the early g rubrics, of course, is not called for 

-- . -L -*Ithough the Space available was more resiricted, and the fbur a number of problem areas in -, " 2 ;  
of the Mass, by its external ritual, kV0uld be 

liable to cvp]ain the spa~ial disposition of the early Roman than' 21- 

are four; I ,  the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n i e s  of pontifical entranr-c 
*, the readings of Sacred Scripture; 3, the procession 

of the olfertory; and q,, tlrc l~roccssion of the communion. 

In its mature f i rm the pontifical entrance ceremony was not a 
single procession but a grand complex of processions highly orga- 

and L,,,,O., CUlmillYlinll in  the entrance of the 

Pope himself. Early in the morning, \veil in advance of the time 
fkc~ce we have five fairly complete instances of [he kind of ---- -- - . ~ ~  -. 

set -- for the begilullng of Mass, 21 representation of the clf'r%? of 
-- . ~ - ~~ 

- 

Rome wollld set out for the_desigr&ed.~church. The church might problem. Assuming that thc chancel " fits " the liturgy, the {. _ _ be yet only partially filled u!~cn their procession in orderly fashion 
nale for this disposition of church space is to be sought in the 5 .  

- ~ 

moved down & lcw& ,of-the n ? \ y  to their places in the apse *, 
external shape of the ritual of the Mass during this period. The th<. bishops sitting 01, the right an_d the priests on the left of the 

$ . - -~ ~ - - -. 

pontifical thronc. 
_ _  - /- 

" R A ~ H E I M E R ,  ~ o r p t u ,  I, P[. xIx1 6.  I lht )!34 . -- 
L. F O ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~ ~ ,  Relazionc gcnefalc degIi scovi c ~ ~ ~ p e r k  jo t& hyo !,, vk Latino ( R ~ , , , ~ ,  I 

4 7 M, r,nnR,Ev, Romnni hntrt moym-Zgt. 11, k s  ttttrs = Spiri'r"ium sonurn low- 
plan on  backfold. ,,$ . . , . , , ; ;\ , I \,.!. , ,, '?,CO - 2 51) 2<:,:c ? ,  p,.: : r y.\-, 

i + nirnsc, XXlli  tbuvain,  1 9 4 8 ) .  
I\ G.  M. R v s r r p o ~ ~ ~ ,  Church of ~ a r i a : ~ n l i g u a :  Paptrs of the British &),,;,,l Rome, I 8 ' 8 ~ h ~ c  the apse was still the usual placc for thc r l r r v  in t$e$itth:~enturi, to born 

0{45 (1902), 1-123; E. TEA, La basilica di Sanla Maria Antigun (hfilan, 1937) . -  ?, oLLS $ 0  PL 
out the notice in ~ i b ~ ~  ponliJ;calir under .&astasius: N% C~?urllucl :( PolvJfll 7uc ecan9lia ' This feature, barriers with entranca, at the end ,-ither aide, 1% rount1 in [lie chancel '., 

j B roncla rccitanlur, s ~ ~ c ~ ~ & & ' n o n  sr&rcnt, srd ? $ ~ ~ ; l a r m l  r (Ductr~snP., LP, 1, 218). '1 he amaJlncss 
both in the carlier church (fourth-fifth centut.i#..: m:,cl in the laver, , 

of thr n;cavaled apse may he rmponsiblo for the benchcs flanking the ranctua?' in Sta. %laria 
centurics). SEE KRAVTIIEIMBR, c , , ~ .  T .  pb##- 

Antiqua. 
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Jno -I rjrr: / 
cc Prima mane praecedit omnis clc~us apostolicurn ad eccle- 

siam ... expectantes pontificem in ccclesia scdcntes in presbiterio, 
episcopi quidem ad sinistram intrantibu~, presbitcri yero in dex- 

BI E 5 no oh., C! MI?, teram, ut, quando pontifen sederir, a2r.L rrsplcrens Ipiscopos ad 
dexteram sui, presbitcros vero ad sininstian cb.~t&k~u$ >> (Ordo 
I, 24). 

I 

hop.;  1 At the same time a yard of honor - administrators of the panst  . .' 
r(ac\ fa t l  q 1 and a number of acoqytes with candie, - would go out to a place 

designated beforehand to meet the Pope who was approaching 
from the Lateran. 

venerit pontifcx prope ccclesiam, excuntcs acolyti 
regione  ill^ cuius dies ad officium fuerit ik'o~?$?:~" 

cum in loco statuto, antequani veniat ubi di- 
I 
I 

. Arriving a t  the church, the POE would retire to a secretarium @ - - . -- - - - .-_.----- ._ _ _ .. 
I n- -----.-- -..-. - to ~ ~ p a r e  .__ o r  Mass . - -  (Omj~-I, . 29). 
I - Next in order, the Gospel book, after the pidce for reading had 

- 2_- - _  -. .. . 

.--.--7 - . ~- ~. . - marked was solemnly brought from the .cecretarium to the $: altar. An acolyte carried the boo!:, his hands covered by his $%!i$:'* 
ij; 1 uble. Before him went a subdeacon who, when they reached the h -  

,:+ 
altar, took the book and revcrcntly placed it  on it. 

I Acolytus defert evangeliurn usqVlr ante altare, precedente cum . $: 
subdiacono sequcnte, qui, eum dc au, i plancta illius suscipiens, (g. 

I manibus suis honorifice super altare ponat (Ordo I, 3 1 ) .  4; 
I F 

8: 
1 In time, a third procession was formrd consisting of the cantors.. 6, &;. These, after r-ccciving a papal blessing, would proceed from !heir , t 

r . '  

w.7- '7 secretarium to t,Mr_places before t h e s t u s  Hkre thcy kfrk% e; t-. 
I up in parallel double%eithrr side of tlir :i.ny to thc :i!liir, I .  

I the boys on the inside and the men on the outsicle. >I 
1;. 

I f l ~  *&J B 

I 
v Tunc illi, e l e v a n i ~ p e r  ordinern, vadunt antr  ita are; sta- 

tuuntur per ordines k$xes duae tanturn pnrafonirtae quidern hinc 8 
I inde a foris, infantes ab utroque laterc infr;~ per ordinem ,, [Ordo 

2 

I 1, 43). + 
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congregation would have filled the Gsles, orerflo~ving into ;h_e 
a e r l 3 5 ,  but ifl&j?=n avenue ot access -- down - the middle. *..- 

Finallv. the Pope himself would appear in his Yestments at  , , 
the far end of the nave. At this the cantors would intone a psalm, 
and the congregation would answer with the antiphon after each 
verse. O n  either side of the *'ope walked the a~chdeacon 2nd the 
district deacon; before him went a iubdeacon swinging a t~Si%ix 
and before all went the papal guard of honor - seven acolytes with 
candles and military standard-bearers 9. Proceeding thus the 

length of the nave, these would stop short behind the cantors and 
divide, forming a single file on either side. Through this passage 
the Popc and his attendants now p~orrrded to the altar - a n  action 
clearly pictured in the words per-occedens and per-tramit. 

Tunc subdiaconus cum ty~niameterio praecedit ante ipsum, 
mittens incensum, rl srptem acolyti ... portantes septem cereo- 
stata accenpa pyecq#~ini  !a. kl- 6 ante pontificem usque ante altare ... 
Tunc $c"P$&S%ens, , d quam veniat d colap iv'duntur ce- be 'kt$,& $;.+-$. 
reostata, ad dexteram et ad sinistram et r ransl po tl ex In caput 

scolnc et incilnat caput ad altare (Ordo I, 46, 49). 

Here the Pontiff greets the assembled clergy, prays quietly a 
few minutes, kisses the altar, and goes to his throne (Ordo I, 49-51). 

aqcd? C\ lLLJby 
At the cornpfetlon of the liturgy this processiofi must return to 

the secretariunr, and instead of the triumphal introit chant of the 
cantors and the people, a series of papal bencriil-tions is given. 
As soon as the postcommuniolk -- oration - is said, the Pope gives u 

aivnal to the d e a c o n z a n n o u n c e s  to the faithful, l&e, mhsa est; --u-- - 

they answer, Deo gratins. '[he procession now re-forms to take the 
Pope back in the secoetoriur~r. . I I ~  as the Pope proceeds from his 
throne in tile apse uown into the Iia\e, each class of assisting 
officers asks for and receives its blessing in turn. 

Tunr: septem ccrx-1,lata praecedunt ponl.ifi qm et subdin- 
h k r  11; 10 + ,Lpp~r > conus regioii:~rius cum tunBded sccretarie. ~scc en e a trm 

ill0 in '$cs.h:i!rio, prlrnum dicunt: lube, don~nc, benedi- 

cerc.. Kcspondit: Rcncdicat nos dominus. Rcspondunt : Amen; post 

I 

Thus they stood forming a kind of procesqional way anticipat- 
i 
f sIncc the military appear before the acolytes 111 the rcc=ional, will he seen. I t  be 

I  in^ the passage of their pontiff through their midst. By now t&e prrsr,med that they went before them at the intrnlt as well. 

I 

I 



intrant in secretarium )> (Ordo, I, I 25- J 26). 

Upon analysis, this rubric provides us with a complete cata- 
logue of the participating hierarchy, each class in its proper place. 
Coming down from his throne into the presbytery proper (in 
presbiterio) the bishop blesses ~llree groups found thcre: bishops, 
priests, and- The bishops and priests irere mentioned in 
the introit procession; apparently monks, when present, jvi~led 
this assembly. Passing now from the presbytery proper into the 
schola area, the Pope encounters first (fhe -themselves (scola), 
then the various members of his a l i a r ~ o ~  honor: standard-bearers .r 
cross-bearers, and candle-bearers (rnilile~ ... qui signa portant, baiuli, 

--L* 

cereostatax These all fall in line before the Pope after receiving 
their blessing, according to the initial dircciion in this rubric 
(praecedunt pontificem). Behind these he meets acoljti qui ru.gam obscr- 
v z t ,  that is, the acolytes who keep tile gate to the altar closed - - 
after the Pope's entrance and ( e b e f b r e  him on his returll lo. 

When he has passed by these the Pope is extra presbiterium, that is, 
outside of the last chancel barriers - the word presbiterium being 
used here in its widest sense to mcan the area for all clergy, 
however minor. Here stand those who - accompan-ied him @om 
the Lateran: cross-bearers and the page boys from his own resi- 
.--- ~. . -- 

dcnce (cruces portanles, mansionarii iuniorcls) . - 

It  is difficult to exaggerate the importance of these processions. 
Lights and crosses and incense and vestments m?wt ha\.(. artc-I!,;I 
up to a very imposing ceremony. By contrast, moreover, with 
the rest of the liturgy, the ritual pomp i,f the entrance would lend 
it an enormous visual importance; for there are only two moments 
in the Roman liturgy of the seventh century that receive such 
ritual elaboration, the entry of the celebrant and the singing of 

lo Ducangc oI3.r~ tlic rollowing drlinition l i ~ r  nr,qa: ct Il)i.rir~rus] / ~ e r  R~r,qarn z,irlcri inltll~qr rinm 
in ipsa aede sacra anlc prtslylrriurn, qtm in illtrd /~er,qil Punlifi,~, sacrn facllrrrrs n (C;los.iaritrm tnediac el 
injrnoc lalinifalis, rev. 1937-1938). Rather it srcm5 to refer tn n gate in tllc present context, as 
well as in n tlu111bur or ~,la<:er in Lt', liir cxullll,lc: I, 41i4 a11d 4711. 
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the gospel; and of the two, the former is far the mill-c splendid ll. 
If we are concerned, then, with the external shape of the Roman 

---- 
liturgy, - \ + I .  -- 'nust - first - recognize - that i t s  single, most important 
feature was the entrance of the Pope. - 

Thus - the rn;aniKp: of txe l o d u d i n a l  exlension of the early 
Roman chancel into the nave gradually becomes clear. \\*hat - 
has hitherto been accepted h~mply as a scltola cantom is more 
w-- 

fundamentally a s e a  or sacred way f o r t h e d e m n  passage of 
t-p of Rome : ~ d t a ~ .  The two stages of the soleae at 
S. Marco and S. Pietro in 1-incoli provide a perfect " fit " with 
the rubrics. Thr wider, first staze (3.55 and 4.30 m. respectivelv) 
would have accomodated the cantors who stood in double files 
on cither side - boys on the inside and men on the outside; the 
narrower, second stage (2.90 and 3.3b m.) would have accomo- 
dated a single file of acolytes on either side, still leaving ample 
room for the passage of the Pope and his assistants. 

A great number of factors must have contri,l~uted to the evo- 
lution of this rite. The eclipse of the imperial administrators in 
Rome by the authority of the Pope certainly enters in 12. Yet it 

8- 
2.. t ,  
% .  .x 
.*. ., 
4. Byzantine rite is callec~ I i le lasser entrance was in origin the ceE- 
L -___- ._ _ ____ - .~ _ - . -_ - . 9,. 
v:. mony .- of the bishop's entrance into the church where-he~yas t o  

- -- ._ _ _ ~- .- ~ 

-. . ~~ rr : 
f celebrate the lituqgy, a ceremonv c o m m m ~ o - t h e  mi reo r i en t  14. 

. -- _._.-L_ 

&..: 
&.~- Both the name lesser " cnirance " and thc accompanying prayer 
y.. for the entering minislers lvbcar witriess to the earlier ceremony. 
i Direct testimony to i t ,  mor-over, is had, among other places, in p the Councii of Laodicea 1y6g) and in the sermons of Ct. John 

l L  E. BISHOP, Lilurgua hklorica (Oxrord, 191f3), 9. 
" J. JUNCMANN, T1u Mass of the Roman R i k ,  trans. Francis A. Brunner, I (Sew York, 1931) jg. 
la I. M. MANSENS, Imtifutioms lilur,qlL(Ic d t  riti61r.r oricntalibu, tome 2 :  DL mLIsa riluum orb- 

lalium, 111 R o ~ e  1q72) 1n5. +: bj"' . . . . . . a .on,qruil phrr YfiodYo~us ~ I ~ I I S  rnrnorir tqrrrsus cam ritu ilia, lotius Oricnlis €4 rpmmani, 1C quo %?&w 
quifus cpisroi~rt~. gui rnisrnrn cclrlratarus cral, sollonnilcr prr ecclesiam ad sonctuariuwt sru ,ad allarc dcdu- 
crbnrri~ D. HANSSENS, oh. cil.. 111, roq. 

lK See entrance prayer or the Liturgy o l  St. John Chrysostom, F. E. URIGIIT~IAS, Lihrsics 
Eastern and It'arcrn, I (Oxford, 1896) 312 b, lines 15 11: 
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1 Chrysostom (before 407) 16. The ceremony was not assimilated 
into the procession of the Gospel _until t h e c i g h t h c e n t u r v ' ?  

1 The antiquity of this ritual in Ronlc can be traccd parallel to 
I(  0 -  >b 1 the evolution of the episcopal a(tri&utes in the early Church. 

I The transfer of imperial f&%f?-rgr)i% episcopacy has been ohser- .".. jr ,.o if& 1 ved to f o l l ~ ~ % s e  on le hee s of the Constantinian Peace la. As 
1 early as 314 Constantine refers to bishops as gloriasissimi, a title 1 reserved for praetorian rank, and in 318 hr officiall" invests them 
I with the praetor's power of civil jurisprudence 19. The praetor 
1 ranks as c:olleague not only of other praetors but of consuls as 
I well, and his power is not potestru but imperivm 20. It  is natural, 
I 
1 then, for Constantine to refer to the bisllvps assembled at Nicea g 
I as his " brothers " 21; the praetor is an emperor in 9.. .. 

I the tribunal the praetor is privileged to sit on 
hC*rLS 

while thei$a~ntl@s ptand. At his service stand messengers, offiqers 
I o&l<~z*r K r \ fh  b 5% rh I to arrcst, praeconb r& announce the cases, and, most eonsp%uous, 

.'4'5A93V' In  1 an honor guard of lictors . the late empire this guard becomes 1 a guard of t%Ehie%rerss, an honor formerly reserved to the t ,  
I emperor himself24. Very soon after the Peace, therefore, a guard f I of honor could be expected to be found accompanying the Pope 
I 
1 as an honor belonging to his newly-acquired civil office. 

&:.. I It is not impossible either tliut the origin of the pontifical honor 
9 ,  1 guard reaches back to pre-Constantinian times. In the biography 5 1 of Pope Lucius (253-254). the sixth-century author has left us the F"' 

1 following note: I. 
I '5. 

'"RIGHTMAN, op. cit., Appendix M :  cc The Liturgy of Asia rrom the Canons oC Laodicea D, 
518-521 ; Appendix 0: cc The Byzantinr Liturgy. before the scventh Century )), 527-534. For 
other references to the entrance in eastern rites see HANIENS, op. cil., 11, 432, 440, 446, 4.48, 449, 
41,' 

17 HANSENS, 11, 449. 
l o  TH. KLAUSER, Der Ursprung der hischoJlichcn Insignun und Ehrcnrcchfe = Bonncr akademischc 

Redrn, I (Bonn, 1948). 
KUUSER, Insignien, 13-14. That this was more than a 4 paper >> juristliction is rlrar from 

repeated complaints of Ambrose and Augustine of the hravy burden of civil cases belore them. 
'0 PAULY-W~ssow~, 22-2 (1954)~ 1588. 
a1 KUUSER, Irtsignien, 26. 
la PAULY-~VISSOWA, 22-2, rggg and 1589. 
" A. CROECAERT, Lts riles ef  priZres d11 saint .xacr$ce de la mssc ,  I (2nd cd.; Malines, 1948) 

562-563. 
2' 11. ALPOLDI, Die Awges~alfung dts ~~onarchiscIttn <tremonielL ui11 r+ni.xcck Kaiserhofc: / I , . -  

rniccht Milleilungen, XLIX ( 1934) I I I .  
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(< Hic praecepit pt  duo presbiteri et tres diaconi in omni loco d;i-5 Y mJ episcopum non ererent, propter testimonium ecclesiasticum ,) 
(L. P., I, p. I 53,. 

Though chronologv is pot tht author's strong poirrt, the note 
6 6 0  " 9 5  . 

itself containc an intrkslc indication of great antiquity (and hence 
authenticity: in that it assi,gns to the bishop a guard of presbifen 
and diaconi at a time when the author himself would be accustomed 
to secing this function assigned rather to acolytes and subdeacons. 
According to C .  H. Turncr, it was in the middle of the third ct-n- 
tury when subdeacons and acolytes assumed the duties formerly 
assigned to dcncons as the personal and secretarial staff of the 
bishop25. If this be allowed, the development of the bishop's 
honor guard may pdrallel the development of another of his attri- 
butes, the cathedra. As the sacred seat of the bishop, to which 
therc is frequen~ reference in the second and third centuries, takes 
on in Constailtinian times the properties of an imperial throne 26; 

so his personal bodyguard assumes the character of an imperial 
guard appropriate to his newlv acquired status as magislratu-s and 
brother to the emperor. 

IYhether or not the ceremony of the episcopal elktrance had 
dcvclop~d at Romc hcfore thr 1'c;tc.e ", i t  waa probably not much 
I 7 ' ~ r  than it. The subsequent introduction of cantors into the 
solea area, which Schuster places in the fifth cenrury, is simply a 
further t or I at c,~tbellishing the solemn, pontifical entrance 28. 
Schuster assoc~ates their introduction with the origin of the introit 
psalm which the Liber P61;lqicalis records under Caelestinus (422- 

h ,  432) : 

%.:. cc Hic muita constituta fecit et constituit ut psalmi David CL 
ante sacrificium psalli antephanatim ex omnibus, quod ante non 

; - 
fir!);lt, nisi tantum epistula beati Pauli recitabatur et sanctum t g. Evangelium n (L. P., I, p. 230). 

b 
z; 

" C. H. TURNER, '('he Organization of tlie Cli~~rch n: Cambridge .\fed Hist., I (1936) 150. 

2: E. STOMMEL, Die bischbiiche Kafhcdra in chrirtliche Altntum: Miinchrner tkolog. Z c i k h r f t ,  111 

('95') 17-31 

1.. '" Kirsch places the origin of thp Roman stational service in pre-Constantinian times in the 
third centurs; whether or not this is sound, thcrc was ccrtainly opportunity Tor t l l r .  rlrvrlopmmt 
01. an entrance ceremony hrforr the Peace. J .  P. KIRSCH, L'origim dts sfalions: Ephemerides lifurgiclu, 

1% XLI (1927) 145. 

.. 
I .  SCHUSTF,K, The Satmmenlm:~ (trans. :\. LcvciirMarkc, Londor~, . j r g )  j3. 

i ' 
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One easily sees in this development, especially in the antiphonal 
mode of the chant, a reflection of the nrrlamalio with which tlre 
Roman Senate greeted the entrance oi their Emperor. This prac- 
tice started as early as Augustus and became more and more for- 
malized as successive emperors claimed more and more absolute 
divinity, until by thc third century it had developed into a kind 
of litany 29. The transfer of this manner of formal greeting to the 
entrance of the bishop was only'a natural development. When 
Pope Vigilius (537-555) entered Constantinople, the people went 
before him chanting the messianic psalm Ecce advenit dominator 
dominus all the the way to Hagia Sophia30. 

Hence the organization of the cantors into a schola is really a 
further elaboration of thc entrance ceremony; the cantors belong 
in the area of the solea as an ornament of the bishop's passage. 
Their position in the seventh-century rul:ic in double parallel 

wo files before the altar un(lend&& their c o i l ~ ~ ~ c t i o n  wrul the Pope's 
honor guard of acolytes who stand ill parallel files behind them. 
Both make up a living via sacra to honor the sacred person who 
stands in place of Christ. 

How important was this emphasis on the procession in deter- 
mining not just the lines of the c h a ~ l ~ e l  but thc longitudinal lines 
of the Early Christian basilica itself, one can only speculate31. 
Certainly the longitudinal character of the Christian basilica was 
one of its most original ideas. As Forsytti observed, " the average 
[pagan] basilica did not have an emphatic longitudinal and pro- 
cessional character. It often lay along the flank of a forum and 
was entcrccl from the side, and its aisles werc apt to surround the 

ALPOLDI, Du Allsgeslaftung des monarchirchcchm <rr~moniells, 79-82: W. ENSSLIN, T h e  Court and 
ik Ceremonial: Carnbri4ce Anc. Hist., XI1 (1939) $6. 

so LP, I ,  297-298. 
'1'111: convrrsc. IJIIYI~Y, that is, ~ l lat  thc: liturgic:al clr\~c.lol)nimt was sr~ggrstc.cl I)y tllc. pro- 

cessional cllaractc-r of lhc 1)azilica. is also pnssil~lr, allel this is 1111. X41.w Junglnann aclol)ts. cc 'ro 
understcnd this later [i.e. firth-ccnturyl drvelopmcnt wr nlrlut <.:lII to I I I ~ I I ( ~  tllr co~ lr l i~ ion~  tl1:1t - 
c.\*olvc~l in ~ I I ~ I  rra o l 'bns lan l i l~r  the Grc:ar. I!nsi;i':;a.i werc I I I I I I I  .,I c l ; l  ,I 118:~gnitlldr .irld nlagni- - 
lircnce t l~al  they allnost con~pellctl a similar cmbcllishment 01' 1111. services. l'l~is held trur cspr- 
cially of the divine services conducted by the Pope himselr, and in particular of the stational 
service O I I  feast days. The Pope already had a considerable retinlw, and it seemed only fitting 
that when he came to wonhip his coming would be distinguished with suitable formality. Thus 
arose the solemn entry or inlroilrrs at the brginning ofthc acrvicc. u Thr Early Liturgy (NAtrc Darnc, 
1959) 191-192. 

f;;,: 
;,,t ... 
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entire interior in such a way as to produce a concentric effect " 32. 

Moreover, the discovery that the transept is a later alteration 
both at  S. Maria hlaggiore and at the Lateran sen-es to emphasize 
the prucessional character of the basilica. The more usual " type " 
of the primitive Christian basilica is simply a nave flanked by 
aisles. 1- is no architectural _-_____-_-- division separating 
the sanctuary from the nave_; the sanctuary is in the nave, toward - -- 
one end of it, bounded simply by chancel barriers. - The - .  nave is- 
the grand processional corridor for the -. hierarchy . - . . on . . . their - .. - \\a). - 

to their sacred ;kmployment; the . ~ - congregation - . . area is chiefly-in. .~ 

the aisles. 

Tlie cercnlonies of the reading of Sacred Scripture do not admi: 
of any omplete rcconstructinn. Ordo I describes the reading of 
the Iesson in the followring simple rubric: 

c< Subdiaconus vero qui iectun~s esr,&&ur viderit post pon- 
tificem episcopos vel presbiteros resedentes, ascendit in arnbonern 
et legit >> (Ordo, I, 56). 

The subdeacon waits until he sees that tile Pope and the subordi- 
nate clergy are seated, then he ascends the ambo and reads. 

.< . 
The - Gospel is a more elaborate alrair. After asking the blessing 

of the Pope, thc tl(.:lcon - goes and takes up the Gospel from the -- 
altar, where it had bccn placed in thc cntrancc ccrcmony. Then - -- - 

a miniature procession forms to lead him to the arnbo. ___- -_ - I----.p___ _ 
6t ~%{4.dr$44 

cc Procedunt ante ipsum duo subdiaconi regionarll vantes 
tvmiamaferium dr manu suhdiaconi g4w#d!:' mittentes incen- 
slim, ( , I  ante se habentc~ l.it:a)t acolytos portantcs r l ~ : r ~  c-3-I-:.nstata; 
vcnicntcs ad ;~nl l )oncnl  ~iiv~clitnrur ipsi acolyti ,) [ O r d o  1, 51)). 

? Two acolyte.; with ca~ldlcs at11 l two suhdracons with incense prc- 
< r cede the deacon to thc nmbo; at the ambo they divide and he ascends 
f with one of the subdeacons. When he has finished rpading, the 

1 " G. H. I'.~RSWH, The .Transept of Old St. Peter's a1 Romc: Lute Classical and rued .Sfudia~ in 

! Honor of A. M. Friend (Princeton, 1955) 68. 
1 



subdeacon takes the book back and hands it to the subdeacon 
standing below him; the latter carries the book to the clergy who 
kiss it in order. 

<c Dcscendcnte autem diacono, sul)diaconus qui prius aperu- 
erat, recipit evangclium ct porrigit cum subdiacono sequenti, qui 
in filo stat; quod tenens ante pectus suum super planetam porri- 
git osculandum omnibus per ordincm graduum ), (Ordo I, b4j. 

This last phrase, per ordinem graduum, clearly does not ~ d e r  to the 
stairs of the ambo, as Croegaert supposed 33, but to thc " " 

of the clergy. A later recension of ihe Ordo expands the clause to 
read : " porrigit osculandum primum episc.opo aut presbitern. 
deinde omnibus per ordinem graduurn qui steterin t " (Ordo V, 78). 

Ordo Romanus I leaves many questions unanswct ccl concerning 
the Gospel rite in the seventh century. Howevel, starting with a 
later text, both Jungmann and Croegacrt, taking their Irad from 
an article by Beauduin, have tried to reconstruct the space-dispos- 

tions involved in the seventh and even earlier centuries". The 
rubric cited reads: 

<( Ipse vero diaconus stat versus ad meridiem, ad quam par- 
tem viri solent confluere, alias autem ad septemtrionem )$ (Ordo 
v, 36). 

From this they argue with some ingenuity that we have here a 
reflection of the primitive occidented church arrangement wherein 
the deacon proceeded to the bishop's right (his more honorable 
side) and faced north (so as to turn his back on the lcast number 
of people) 35. But the argument is tenuous at best, the archeolo- 
gical evidence certainly not c ~ n f i r m a t o r y ~ ~ ,  and the text itself a 

33 CROEGAERT, L1S rites, 1, 5 7 7  
'' L. BEAUDU~N, Pourqcroi ces di$ere~~fs endroils /lour /a lell!rre de l'ipilre el de f'iuanxi/e?: Questions 

liturgiqucs el pnroissiales, IV (1913-1914) 314-320; JUNGMANN, Mass of the Roman Rile, 1 ,  414-41 7; 
CROEGAERT, L a  riks, I, 564-569. 

'' See figure 4 From Bcauduin, from which Junmann and Crorgarrt 1)orrow their dia- 
gramlm I%utl~ ol' tl~c. Iattcr Ii:~vr <:onsitlcrably ainiplilicd Ucauduin's study. Beauduin o l T c ~ ~  an 
irnposiblc cotnplication of lbrlrtccn dilli!rrnt positions f i r  thc rradcr, variously iustificd dcpctldl~~g 
on what frame or rrfcr<mcc is r~sc(l in r c a d i n ~  directions (i.c., wlicthvr i t  1)c t11v points r ~ r  r l ~ r  com- 
~ : L s ,  t11r catlrcdra, or t l ~ c  altar Sacing the congregation or the apse). 

Jungmann (1, 417) refers to this as a reconstruction rrom "archeological evidences; " 
he citcs St. Peter's, Sta. Maria Mapgiore and S. Clenlcntc as occidented churches where the 
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very insecure starting place. Both Jungmann and Andrieu agree 

in assigning the text a mid-ninth-c~ntury origin north of the Alps 37. 

Returning, then, LO the information supplied by Ordo I for the 
seventh-century ceremony, we should first observe that mention 
is made of only one ---_ ambo. " Even in the early Middle Ages there 
was, as a rule, but one ambo, which wrved for all the lessons " 38. 
Secondly, the only possible indication given about the iocation 
of this izmbo is that ~ h r  subdcdcon, who receives the book after 
the reading, is standing in ~5Zo (Ordo I, 64), which seems to refer 
to the soleas9. At Sta. Maria Antiqua the eighth-ccntury ambo 
stood on the left (Gospel) chancel har~.ier. The procession requires 

i 
2 that it he some distance from the altar 40. I t  may even have stood 

, - outside , h e  chancel area entirely at the end of the solea, as it did 
in the Byzantine arranyement 41. 

I t  is not known when the Go~pel  procession first came into 
use in Rome, nor when the ambo was first introduccd. lfrhen 

c 
St. Jerome refers to the Gospel procession in the East, he feels he 

i, 
must explain to his Roman audiencc  hat he ~lleans. 

rqsl: \X b 
a kl;rn o * et abgue ~)&4 m rt rum reliquiis per tor Orientis r lwd EC le- 

fiat4 quandf legcndum es?%?angeliurn pc~2%B,0n%? l u t n 1 n a r ~ ~  
n o  0 ~ 1  ~ . d w - q  tnanqe: non u r q u e  ad f$$ek8ffr"tcnebras, sed ad si- &TI sole f\ 

gnum 18 Jet a2 dernonstrandum ,, 42. 

*ae4 

% - Hcllre the custom of accompanying the -- book with candles was 

P certainly ~ ~ o t  known in Rome at the beginning of the fifth cen- 
t .  

$,- turv (406j. 

deacon arc~ndcd ail anrho on the bishnp's right and lacrd north (p. 415, n. 74), hut this is ciearlv 
hypothesis, not e\,idr.r;i.c. Bcauduin assumn 111at the antho in S. Clemenre i s  rarly Christian; 
also that the oriented church \ \ , I ,  not introduccd until after the rubrics for the or< dented church 
had become fixed in the liturgical texts {p.  317) .  

a' JUNGMANN, Mass of Ihc Roman Rilc, I. 414; ANDR~EU, LS ordincs romani, 11, 20j. 

S v u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  I ,  41 7. 
Ordo IV, 27, reads: " Lrgifur lcctio a subdiorono in ambonc, slam in mrdiurn de srola, nut aro- 

li~hus." But this 1or11s ia corrupt, bmidm being ninth-century. 
I0 It could not concrivably have been on tl1r g t r p  of the altar as Cahrol had s u p p e d .  

F. CAEROL, Mass of !he Ctistcrn Rihs (trana. C. M. Antony, London, 1934) jj. 
" C .  A. SOITRIOU, " A;  ;ral.aro~p~nr~nvrxai pnnrlrxc~l 14: 'Efi i f ios  ": 'Aerncol.oyrx$ 

'Ep~l jcepf~  (1929) 244; ST. G. XYDIS, Thc Chnnrel Barrier, Sola, and Ambo ? I  lfaqia Sophia: Arl , .. - 
Bulletin, XXIX (1947) 13-14, figs. 39-33. 

I2 JEROME, Conlra Viqilnnlium (PI,. 23, 3611 
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b y  ~ c ~ ~ t ~ ~  G ~ C ,  !A j ps, u* r r  i ~ r c - 4  &J 

clergy to go down into the senatorzum and into the parles mulzerum 
for these ceremonies. Hence some liturqists have brpn lead to 
imagine that the clergy circulate among the C3ithful to collect 
their offerings and to distribute the Holy Eucharist. The possi- 
bility of a third alternative has not yet been fully examined. 

After the altar has been covered with the corporale, a subdeacon 
comes forward with the chalice (Ordo I, 67-68). The Pope then - -- - 
leaves his cathedra and goes to the senatorium-to receive -- the offerin= 
of the men of nobility, according ----- - to - rank. In all of these ceremo- 
nies he is assisted on either hand by two of his guard of honor 

i .u. n.P?iL+ c ~ - \ ~ B ; o  p d  
who keep h ~ s  co$ous ve tm nts rom interfering with his freedom 
of movement. 

bnd 
<c Pontifex autem descendit ad scnatorium, tenente manurn -- 

eius dc~~cra~~pf imice r io  notariorum et piimicerio defrnsorurn 
sinistram, et sus&)gt $lXo"d~l$rincipum per ~ ~ u l n e m  archium n 
(Ordo I, 69) .  

Each orlc o[rcl.s an amulu, or a little bottle of wine, and a srnall 
loaf of bread. The Pope passes the amula to the archdeacon who 
pours it into the chalice; whei~  full, the chalice is emptied into a 
larger container, the sypfzus (sczjius), held by an acolyte. The 
offering of bread the Pope passes to a subdeacon who places it in 
ak;e%i;'%hd by two acolytes (Ordo I, 70-71). When he has received 
the oITerings of the mcn of nobility, the Pope is relieved at his 
task by one of the bishops. 14'hereupon the Pope crosses over in 
partem mulierum to perform the same office there. 

(( Reliquas oblationes post pontificem suscipit episcopus eb- 
domadarius, ut ipse manu sua mittat eas in sindone qui eum se- 
quitur ... Pontifex vero, antequam transeat in partcm mulierum, 
descendit ante confessionem et suscipit oblatas primicerii, et se- 

.6C D I[\ 4 L)( cundicerii et primicerii defensorum: , In In 81e&us ~ c ~ k ~ ~ o s t  
diaconos ad altare offerunt. Sirnilitc~ asccndens pont~lex ill par- 
tern feminarum ordine quo supra omnia explci . (Ordo I, ; 74, 
75). 

This rubric comes closer than any o ~ h e r  to telling us where thc 
offering was done, for on the way from the senatorium to .the pars 
nlulierum the Pope stops before the confessio to receive the offerings 
of the parish administrators. Since the cofir.rio, in those chu~ches 
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that hau one at this date, would be located just before or below 
the altar (ad altare), the senatorium and the pars mulierum seem to 
lie in the near vicinity of the sanctuary on either side. But the 
directions are not precise enough to justify this conclusion with 
confidence. 

When he has received the offerings of the women of nobility, 
the Pope retires LO his seat where he washes his hands and waits 
for the gifts to be arranged on the altar. When all is ready and - 
the Eucharistic offerings have b e  s e l e c t  from ~he.-rest, _h_e _ _ _ _ -  I -- 
ieturns to the altar to - begin the canon of the Mass (Ordo I, 76-82). 
From this point until the confraction, that is, throughout the most 
solemn part of the Mas.;, all is done with the least external cere- 
mony. 

The major clergy again take their seats in the apse for the 
confraction, that is, the division of the Eucilaristic Bread for re- 
ception by the faithtui. The Pope then receives Communion 
himself in his cathedra; and the bishops and priests, in order of 
dignity, approach the Pope to receive from him the Eucharistic 
Bread. The first bishop receives the chalice from the archdeacon 
at the altar and himself administers it to the clergy who follow. 
Meanwhile rile archdeacon announces to the faithful the station 
for the following week. 

cc Deindr venit arcl~~diaconus cum calice ad cornu altaris et  

adnuntiat stationern ct refuso parum de calice in sciffo inter 
manus acolyti, accedunt primum episcopi ad sedem ut  communi- 
cent de manu pontificis secundum ordinem. Sed et presbiteri ascen- 
dunt u t  communicent. Lpiscopus autcm primus accipit calicem 
de manu archidiaconi et stat in cornu altaris sequentis ordinis 
usqlir ad primicerium defensorum n (Ordo I, 108-1 10). 

The + consecrated \Vine remaining is now -- poured - -- into -- - the -- s~yphus ' 

! ot unconsecrated - wine from \\llich the peopl~, - will -- communicate - a 

(the inmixtio) . 
-- 1 

k The rite-of distributing Communion to the faithful is parallel 
I to the offertory rite. The Pope distributes the Eucharistic Bread 
r, 

@* 
and the archdeacon the brine, first to the men of rank, then to 
the noblewomen. Bishops, assisted by deacons, perform the same 

k 
1' office for the rest of the men; priests, assisted by deacons, for the ,- *. rest of the women. 
f 
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(( Q u i  [i. e. episcopus] dum confirmaverit, id est quos papa 
communicat, desccndit pontifcx a sedc, cum primiccrio notario- 
rum ct primiccrio defensorum, u t  communicet eos qui in senato- 
rio sunt, post qucm archidiaconus corlfirrnat. Post archidiaconcm 
episcopi communicant populum, annuentc cis primicerio cum manu 
sub planctn pcrcontato pontifici; post cos diaconi donfirmant. 
Deinde transeunt in parte sinisira et facjunt similiter. Presbiteri 
autem, annuente primicerio, iussu pontificis communicant pny- 
lum [i. e. mulieres] et ipsi vicissim confirmant n (Ordo I, r 13-1 16). 

The Pope then returns to his callzedra where he communicates the 

minor clergy - his honor guard, the schola, and the acolytes. All 
this while the sclzola has been chanting tlir the communion psalm 
(Ordo I, 117-119). 

The problem of locating the offertory and communion rites in 
relation to the sanctuary has troubled liturgists from the start. 
Cardinal Bona could not decide whether they were carried out 
within the sanctuary barrier or outsid( , .l.lthough he never had 
any doubt that the faithful brought thcir gifts up to the sanctuary 
area and approached again for C o r n m ~ ~ n i o n  52. Edmund Bishop, 
however, maintained that there was no offertory procession s t  all, 
but the celebrant went down among the faithful to collect the 
offerings 53. This has been Jungmann's thesis as well. Only outside 

of Rome did a procession of the faithful take place. A t  Rome 
"the - gifts were not bro-o the altar, but were 
collected the celebrant and his retinue " 54. For Corninunion -- -- - -- - 
tk fa i thfu l  remained in their - places - a n d t h e  dergy broughT the 
Sacrament to them. " The same [procedure as at tile offertory] is 
repeated at-the end of the Mass, at the cornmullion. Tile faithful 
approach for communion or else, as we gather from :. narrative 
in the life of St. Benedict, the communicants remain at their plar es 
and the deacon calls out: Si quis non communicat, del locum ... then 
the celebrant and his assistants come and distribute Communion 
under both kinds to those who remain " 55. 

Fortescue presents us with a pair of alternatives in discussing 
the communion rite: " Lay people received outside the sanctuary, 

s' J. BONA, Rerum li!urgicarum Iibri duo (Paris, 1672) 398-400, 489-491. 
I%ISIIOP, Lilttr.qua /ristorica, 10. 

" JUNOSIANN, hdaJJ of /IIC 1201>1nt1 Itile, 11, 6-7; scc also Enrly I,itrrrfy, 1 71. 
6s JUNGMANN, Early Lilrrrgy, 299; srr also A40ss qf lhc Rornarr Rite, 11, 374. 

either at  the rails or in their places " ". In the offertory cere- 

mony, however, 111, belierrd Rome managed to preser\L the pri- 
mitive custom of t h ~  procession of the faithful j7. Dix like\vise 

believed stmnnlv in tht. procession of the offertory, but the cere- 
mony he describes is found neither in Ordo I, nor anyw-here else 58, 
Duchesne by-passcs the problem completely 59, According to 

Croegaert, the Pope does not Ieavr the sanctuary, but simply goes 
toward the senalonum, or toward the matroneum, where he receives 
the offerings at the barrier ". Again, the Ordo hardly warrants 
this interpretation. 

At the outset, it must be admitted that there exists no sinqle, 
unequivnral testimony that would decide the problem without 

hxnl* 
room for c a v b u t  all the probahiii,ies itirolved add up to some- 
thing very near a certainty. In the first place, i t  '- curious that 

none of the liturgists who imagine the offertory and communion 
baking pi:, 9 .  in the aisles of the church have tried to picture for 
us how this would look. This is a matter of practicality, but the 
liturgy must be workable before i t  is anything else. For the Pontiff 
to receive the offerings of a single member of the congregation at 
least eight ministers are involved: the Pope, his two assistants, 
the archdeacon with the chalice, the acolyte with the sgphur, the 
subdeacon who receives the bread, and the two acolytes holding 
the linen. The practical i c h r e a d i n g  . - -  
their way through the c o n a r e g a t i o n g  chalices and loaves 
nllcrht tn he concltlsi\ ,~ enough. :\gain. recarding the communion 

--- 
*;. . . ; I .  ~ r Z l > l r . p r l  tn the r-nnv~n;cnt form of 

" -a . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - .. ~ 

U V ,  - .- - 
- --- 

ceremony, the fact that 11"_li1 fhenin&entury yas-the-Eucha- 
- 

1 1 3 L I L  U I  Lcl I L - L l u b b u  s , v  b a - r  -u-- -------- - - - - -  - ~ 

a ;%%, a n d ~ o t .  
.. -. 

i~nti l  thc twelfth century or later was the chalice refused to the .--- ... - 

laity, would make this eqllally awkward if the -, clergy had to go . ~ - -- 

to -- the laity instead of the laity approaching them to recciye. The 
delicate rite of administering the copious scyphlcs through a tube 

F 

3 of precious metal (pitgilaris), or of distributing the Eucharistic 

r c ' 

Bread from the sacculae held by the acolytes into the cupped hands 

b' 

i 56 A. FORTE~CUE, The Mass. A Study o j  the Rovnn Liturgy (2nd ed. ; London, 1937) 774 

P 
'7 FORTFSCUE, :",G-299. 

P so G. Ulx, The \ I m / ~ r  of the Liturgy (2nd cd .  ; Glaggow, 1945 I 20. 

59 D I I C I ~ P S N E ,  Chrzstian GVor5hi,b, 173, 186-187. 
" CROEGAERT, LCS rtfes, 11, 252. 
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of the cummunicant, could hardly have been carried out in the 
aisles without serious danger of dropping or spilling the sacred 
species. The great number of communicants w ultl servc to 

N ~ i ( . 6 7 $ ; 7  complicate the problem. " Where the upgeava s m the struc- 
ture of liturgical prayer were least violrrir, riamely in Rome, 
the ancient traditions of a frequent Communion ... continued the 
longest " 

Aside from the question of practicalitv, there is ;tiso a matter 
,Jay< ni ,a.  

of p$opriety involved in all of this. i n  correct ceremonial the 
- ~ -.. - _.. 

lesser in rank should come forward to 'meet the greater, not the - ------~.- .. - ~ -- -- - . --- - 
other . way - around.7'IiiCGould -- be valid both in the pr-esentation 
of gifts and in the reception of the Sacrament. I t  is eenerallv - admitted that the faithful brought up their giftq for the 
e-referenc~ of C-Au,gustine 

- -~ -. - .. - 

are well known 6". In addition, the reception of the Sacrament 
is an action that is commonly spoken of aq an " approach " to 
the Sacrament. Ambrosc rcfers to ir thus n number of titncs: 
Ergo venisti ad altare, accepisti COT-us Christi 'j3. C1 , ' ~ r  to Rome, St. Be- 
nedict in his Rule prescribes the order in which his n~onks are to 
approach Communion: ,Sic ncc~dnnt ad pacem, (id commt~nionem 64. 

Finally, in Ordo I the custom prescribed in the communion of all 
the clergy should be noted. The Pope does not circulate thl( ,ugh 
the presbytery to distribute the Sacrament hut sits in his throne, 
and the clergy approach, accedunt, ascendunt (Ordo I, I 08, I 09, I I 8, 
r 19). No precedent has yet been proposed for the inversion of 
this order, either at  Rome or elsewhere. The announcement of 

--- 

the deacon, quoted above -- by Junpmann, - Si quis non communicat, - - 
det locum 65 need not mean that they are to make way f o r ~ h e  

- 
clergy; it can just as easily mean that they' are to make way for 
L- -- - - 
those who are to receive, that they may approach. 
-1n brief, the clergy did not circulate among the laity for the 

" JUNC~IANN, Mass of the Roman Rife, 11, 363. Thr author rcfers us to Bedc's statrrnent that 
at Rome they saw a great number (it~rlumeri) o l  Christians of every age going to Communion 
each Sunday. Episf. ad Egbcrlem, I1 ( P L ,  94, 666). 

" JUNCMANN, 11, 1-7. 
'' Astn~ose, De sacrar~cnlis V, 3, 12 and 1 4  (CSEL, 73, 63). CL also CYRIL of .jrrusalcm, 

Catech. rnysl., V, 21, 22 (PC, 33, I 125) whrrc I1c urgn tli~. 1:lithfill to " approach ". 
" B E N E D I ~ ,  Reg., rap. 63 (PL, 66, 871). 
'' GRECORY, Dialogi, 2, 23 ( P L ,  66, 178C). 

b offertory and the communion; nor did they simply go to the bar, 

5 ,  - , rier of the sanctuary. Hence the senatorium and the malroneum 

p 

communion. 

' wherein clergy and lay 
b 
II: 

\ 5 L Even without the benefit of the archeological evidence for such 
<- areas, Eisenhofer ?resumed their existence, and placed these areas 
:F. in the furthest part ot either aisle: " Hiernach begab sich der 

Papst, begleitet von zwei primicerii, von seinem in der Apsis ste- 
henden T h r o n ~  herab in den vordestrn Teii des Schiffes und 
nahm in sog. Senatorium die ... Opferbrote der ' vornehmen Romer ' 
(princzpum), dann in sog. Matroneum die der ' vornehmen Frauen ' 
und Nonnen in Empfanq " 66. 

The wing walls - which reach -- from>kehc~cga~-iht_~ - the aisles 

in the five churches above -- -- must .- have-been meant for just this 
p u r p o s e , G s n n  -- - - area which is associated boll, with the 

'j7. Entrances would be 

provided both to the sanctuary and to the aisles, as at  Sta. hlaria 
Antiqua. The clergy \ to111r l  come down from thr -- sanctuary ~. and 

Y '  1: stand here to receive t h e m d i s t r i b u t e  -. - commu&on. 
Here the faithful would enter t o r e s e n t  their gifts and to receive - --~- 

~- ~. 

$ ' '  

,&. 
the Sacramzt.  If the aisles are to be looked upon as the principal 

p.; 

\ a  
h .  congregatioil areas, the convenience of locating setlatorium and 
I: 
g 
a .. 

matroneum at the head of eithri aisle is obvious. The solution is a . i. very simple adaption of chancel space to an emiile~itly practical, 
liturgical need. 

The existenc : -  I T  these ~ 

wiry-barriers - at S. Stefano in Via-La&na 
~- - -. - 

in the rniddle of the fifth centu3  indicates that ~liis arrangement __--- - 

4 .. was .- --- known - approximat(,;:_, - -~ . -- century - -  and - .  a quarter - - a f t e ~ . ~ l e e a c e .  

i. Thus the evolution t0wa1.d as fairly rapid, and -\ 
y 

!' O6 L. I: .~SF.N~~OFER, Fkndbrrrh dcr ka~/ io l i sch  Liturcik, I1  (Freiburg i .  nr. ,  1912) 124. 

f ,. 
0' In Sta. Maria Antiqlla. f ; r - t i v , , - i  c . i ~  lrad made a similar suggestion; but the pnrs mu[imrm 

.I" 
he I~~catrd on the right, and the ~oi,.,~-x. 1 ,,In he identified as the scnolorium (I\'. DE GRCXEISEY, 

i..: 2: Sairrlr i\larie /Irrliqw [Romc, I g I c] 456). 11 the directions of Ordo I arc followed, we must IrCa!g 
P the scnalorirrm on thr right (Epis~le) sidr, thr matroneurn on the left. It is assumrrl te inan orxi-, + 

-- . . - 
d:ntctl church t h s v o  woultl be reversd; in St. ]',.I! I < an inscription has made it clear that the 

_C--_- 
--. 

I 
1. . ieft was the rnvli ; S~LLC: ~_c_h (H. S~r .~~ons-r ,  Dir I'iariordnung rrn-CIiit~&~enrourn dm oif,.hrirtli- 
p chrn Kirch [Disc. ,  Munstcr, 1g31]  27; CT. DIEFIL. I.C.L.V., n. 2127). 

i 
F. 
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Fig. I 

w h a t e v e e w e r e  - already out-m.~iled by - " 

of the liturgy. Thc survival of t h~s  arrdllgement .-- -- --. - -  

down to the -- njnth - centug - - -- at a S. -- Marso, Sta. Maria Antiqua and - - 
S. Stefano in Via Latina, and even later at S. Clemente, is* an 

- 
indication of how ~atisfa~torylt_proved to be. - -- - 

AN EARLY ROMAN CHANCEL ARRAXGEMENT 95 

By way of resume, the chancel arrangement we have tried to 
establish may be summarized in the following scheme (fig. I j : 

( ~~ulorium -+ i i-ir-i) 
pmbyterium sanctuat i,, t ~ z  solea-schola 

matroneum -+ (mulieres) 

The presbytery was located in the apse; in front of this a set of 
barriers marked of a rectangular sanctuary for the altar site; d - in 
front of this a   air of walls reached into the nave to enclose a 

--2 ----- - . - 
Yocessional area (solea-schola) which figured principally in the P- - - - 

ceremonies of pontifical entl dr11.r and exit, but was also connected - 
wi<h t i l L  .caging of Scripture; either side of the sanctuary - - -  a barrier- 
s z o f a r e a s  for the peseGation of gifts in tllc offertory - pl-ocpsis 
a>d for the reception of the Eucharist@natorium - - and matroneum).. 


