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Constantine's Letter to Eusebius and Other Bishops, respecting the Building
of Churches, with Instructions to repair the Old, and erect New Ones on a
Larger Scale, with the Aid of the Provincial Governors.

That he wrote a Letter in Condemnation of Idolatry.

Constantine's Edict to the People of the Provinces concerning the Error of
Polytheism, commencing with Some General Remarks on Virtue and Vice.

Concerning Constantine's Pious Father, and the Persecutors Diocletian and
Maximian.

That the Persecution originated on Account of the Oracle of Apollo, who, it
was said, could not give Oracles because of “the Righteous Men.”

That Constantine, when a Youth, heard from him who wrote the Persecution
Edict that “the Righteous Men” were the Christians.

The Manifold Forms of Torture and Punishment practiced against the
Christians.

That the Barbarians kindly received the Christians.

What Vengeance overtook those who on Account of the Oracle raised the
Persecution.

Constantine gives Glory to God, makes Grateful Acknowledgment of the Sign
of the Cross, and prays for the Churches and People.

He prays that All may be Christians, but compels None.

He gives Glory to God, who has given Light by his Son to those who were in

Error.
He glorifies him again for his Government of the Universe.

He gives Glory to God, as the Constant Teacher of Good.
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An Admonition at the Close of the Edict, that No One should trouble his
Neighbor.

How Controversies originated at Alexandria through Matters relating to Arius.
Concerning the Same Arius, and the Melitians.

How Constantine sent a Messenger and a Letter concerning Peace.
Constantine's Letter to Alexander the Bishop, and Arius the Presbyter.
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That Religion began in the East.
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Moment.

The Excess of his Pious Concern caused him to shed Tears; and his Intended
Journey to the East was postponed because of These Things.

The Controversy continues without Abatement, even after the Receipt of This
Letter.

Book III

A Comparison of Constantine's Piety with the Wickedness of the Persecutors.

Farther Remarks on Constantine's Piety, and his Open Testimony to the Sign
of the Cross.

Of his Picture surmounted by a Cross and having beneath it a Dragon.
A Farther Notice of the Controversies raised in Egypt by Arius.

Of the Disagreement respecting the Celebration of Easter.

How he ordered a Council to be held at Niceea.

Of the General Council, at which Bishops from all Nations were Present.

That the Assembly was composed, as in the Acts of the Apostles, of Individuals
from Various Nations.

Of the Virtue and Age of the Two Hundred and Fifty Bishops.
Council in the Palace. Constantine, entering, took his Seat in the Assembly.

Silence of the Council, after Some Words by the Bishop Eusebius.
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Constantine's Address to the Council concerning Peace.
How he led the Dissentient Bishops to Harmony of Sentiment.

Unanimous Declaration of the Council concerning Faith, and the Celebration
of Easter.

How Constantine entertained the Bishops on the Occasion of His Vicennalia.
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Practice of the Jews.
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How he wrote to the Egyptians, exhorting them to Peace.

How he wrote Frequent Letters of a Religious Character to the Bishops and
People.

How he ordered the Erection of a Church at Jerusalem, in the Holy Place of

our Saviour's Resurrection.

That the Holy Sepulchre had been covered with Rubbish and with Idols by
the Ungodly.

How Constantine commanded the Materials of the Idol Temple, and the Soil
itself, to be removed at a Distance.

Discovery of the Most Holy Sepulchre.

How he wrote concerning the Erection of a Church, both to the Governors
of the Provinces, and to the Bishop Macarius.

Constantine's Letter to Macarius respecting the Building of the Church of our
Saviour.

That the Building should surpass all the Churches in the World in the Beauty
of its Walls, its Columns, and Marbles.

That he instructed the Governors concerning the Beautifying of the Roof; also
concerning Workmen, and Materials.

How the Church of our Saviour, the New Jerusalem prophesied of in Scripture,
was built.

Description of the Structure of the Holy Sepulchre.
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Description of the Atrium and Porticos.

Description of the Walls, Roof, Decoration, and Gilding of the Body of the
Church.

Description of the Double Porticos on Either Side, and of the Three Eastern
Gates.
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Description of the Inner Court, the Arcades and Porches.
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Constantinople.

Representation of the Cross in the Palace, and of Daniel at the Public

Fountains.
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Overthrow of an Idol Temple, and Abolition of Licentious Practices, at Aphaca
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Constantine's Letter to the Antiochians, directing them not to withdraw 1349
Eusebius from Casarea, but to seek some one else.
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Antioch.

Constantine's Letter to the Council, depreciating the Removal of Eusebius 1353
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How he displayed his Zeal for the Extirpation of Heresies. 1354
Constantine's Edict against the Heretics. 1355
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How on the Discovery of Prohibited Books among the Heretics, Many of 1357
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Book IV 1358
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Against the Tyrants and Persecutors; and on the Captivity of Valerian. 1368

He declares that, having witnessed the Fall of the Persecutors, he now rejoices 1369
at the Peace enjoyed by the Christians.

He bespeaks his Affectionate Interest for the Christians in his Country. 1370
How the Zealous Prayers of Constantine procured Peace to the Christians. 1371

He causes himself to be represented on his Coins, and in his Portraits, in the 1372
Attitude of Prayer.
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Of his Prayers in the Palace, and his Reading the Holy Scriptures.

He enjoins the General Observance of the Lord's Day, and the Day of
Preparation.

That he directed even his Pagan Soldiers to pray on the Lord's Day.
The Form of Prayer given by Constantine to his Soldiers.

He orders the Sign of the Saviour's Cross to be engraven on his Soldiers'
Shields.

Of his Zeal in Prayer, and the Honor he paid to the Feast of Easter.

How he forbade Idolatrous Worship, but honored Martyrs and the Church
Festivals.

That he described himself to be a Bishop, in Charge of Affairs External to the
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Prohibition of Sacrifices, of Mystic Rites, Combats of Gladiators, also the
Licentious Worship of the Nile.

Amendment of the Law in Force respecting Childless Persons, and of the Law
of Wills.
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His Gifts to the Churches, and Bounties to Virgins and to the Poor.
Of Constantine's Discourses and Declamations.
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Constantine's Letter to Eusebius on the Preparation of Copies of the Holy
Scriptures.
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That a Place in Phoenicia also was made a City, and in Other Cities Idolatry
was abolished, and Churches built.

That having conferred the Dignity of Ceesars on his Three Sons at the Three
Decennial Periods of his Reign, he dedicated the Church at Jerusalem.

That in the meantime he ordered a Council to be convened at Tyre, because
of Controversies raised in Egypt.

Constantine's Letter to the Council at Tyre.

Bishops from all the Provinces attended the Dedication of the Church at

Jerusalem.

Of their Reception by the Notary Marianus; the Distribution of Money to the
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Various Discourses by the Assembled Bishops; also by Eusebius, the Writer
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Marriage of his Son Constantius Caesar.
Embassy and Presents from the Indians.
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Of those who abused His Extreme Benevolence for Avarice and Hypocrisy.
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How he took Bishops with him on an Expedition against the Persians, and
took with him a Tent in the Form of a Church.

How he received an Embassy from the Persians and kept the Night Vigil with
others at the Feast of Easter.

Concerning the Building of a Church in Honor of the Apostles at
Constantinople.
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He also erected his own Sepulchral Monument in this Church. 1418

His Sickness at Helenopolis, and Prayers respecting his Baptism. 1419
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Fortuitous, but according to an Orderly Arrangement which evinces the Design
of the Creator.

In regard to Things above our Comprehension, we should glorify the Creator's
Wisdom, and attribute their Causes to him alone, and not to Chance.

That God bestows an Abundant Supply of whatever is suited to the Wants of
Man, and ministers but sparingly to his Pleasures; in Both Cases with a View
to his Advantage.

Of the Philosophers, who fell into Mistaken Notions, and Some of them into
Danger, by their Desire of Universal Knowledge.--Also of the Doctrines of Plato.

Of those who reject the Doctrines of Philosophers, as well as those of Scripture:
and that we ought to believe the Poets in All Things, or disbelieve them in All.

On the Coming of our Lord in the Flesh; its Nature and Cause.

Of those who are Ignorant of this Mystery; and that their Ignorance is Voluntary.
The Blessings which await those who know it, especially such as die in the
Confession of the Faith.

That there is a Necessary Difference between Created Things. That the Propensity
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is a Necessary and Reasonable Thing.
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makes the Nearest Approach by a Life of Virtue.
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The Coming of Christ was predicted by the Prophets; and was ordained to be
the Overthrow of Idols and Idolatrous Cities.
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his Passion. The Acrostic is “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour, Cross.”

That this Prophecy respecting our Saviour was not the Fiction of any Member
of the Christian Church, but the Testimony of the Erythraean Sibyl, whose Books
were translated into Latin by Cicero before the coming of Christ. Also that Virgil
makes mention of the same, and of the Birth of the Virgin's Child: though he
spoke obscurely of this Mystery from Fear of the Ruling Powers.

A Farther Quotation from Virgilius Maro respecting Christ, with its
Interpretation, showing that the Mystery was indicated therein darkly, as might
be expected from a Poet.
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That these Things cannot have been spoken of a Mere Man: and that Unbelievers, 1473
owing to their Ignorance of Religion, know not even the Origin of their own

Existence.
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Preface.

Preface.

The First Series of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Library of the Christian Fathers, contain-
ing, in fourteen volumes, the principal works of St. Augustin and St. Chrysostom, has been
completed in less than four years, according to the Prospectus of the Publisher issued in
1886.

I am happy to state that the Second Series, containing the chief works of the Fathers
from Eusebius to John of Damascus, and from Ambrose to Gregory the Great, will be issued
on the same liberal terms, as announced by the Publisher.

The present volume opens the Second Series with a new translation and critical com-
mentary of the historical works of Eusebius, by my friends, Dr. Arthur C. McGiffert and
Dr. Ernest C. Richardson, who have bestowed a vast amount of labor of love on their tasks
for several years past. I desired them to make these works a reliable and tolerably complete
Church History of the first three centuries for the English reader. I think they have succeeded.
Every scholar will at once see the great value and superiority of this over every other previous
edition of Eusebius.

The next two volumes will contain the Church Histories of Socrates, Sozomen,
Theodoret, and Evagrius. For further details the reader is referred to the Publisher’s an-
nouncement at the end of this volume.

PHILIP SCHAFF

New York, March, 1890.
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Preface.

Preface.

The present translation of the Church History of Eusebius has been made from Hein-
ichen’s second edition of the Greek text, but variant readings have been adopted without
hesitation whenever they have approved themselves to my judgment. In all such cases the
variation from Heinichen’s text has been indicated in the notes. A simple revision of Crusé’s
English version was originally proposed, but a brief examination of it was sufficient to
convince me that a satisfactory revision would be an almost hopeless task, and that nothing
short of a new and independent translation ought to be undertaken. In the preparation of
that translation, invaluable assistance has been rendered by my father, the Rev. Joseph N.
McGiftert, D.D., for whose help and counsel I desire thus publicly to give expression to my
profound gratitude. The entire translation has been examined by him and owes much to
his timely suggestions and criticisms; while the translation itself of a considerable portion
of the work (Bks. V.-VIII. and the Martyrs of Palestine) is from his hand. The part thus
rendered by him I have carefully revised for the purpose of securing uniformity in style and
expression throughout the entire work, and I therefore hold myself alone responsible for it
as well as for the earlier and later books. As to the principle upon which the translation has
been made, little need be said. The constant endeavor has been to reproduce as nearly as
possible, both the substance and form of the original, and in view of the peculiar need of
accuracy in such a work as the present, it has seemed better in doubtful cases to run the risk
of erring in the direction of over-literalness rather than in that of undue license.

A word of explanation in regard to the notes which accompany the text may not be out
of place. In view of the popular character of the series of which the present volume forms a
part, it seemed important that the notes should contain much supplementary information
in regard to persons, places, and events mentioned in the text which might be quite super-
fluous to the professional historian as well as to the student enjoying access to libraries rich
in historical and bibliographical material, and I have therefore not felt justified in confining
myself to such questions as might interest only the critical scholar. Requested by the general
editor to make the work in some sense a general history of, or historical commentary upon,
the first three centuries of the Christian Church, I have ventured to devote considerable
space to a fuller presentation of various subjects but briefly touched upon or merely referred
to by Eusebius. At the same time my chief endeavor has been, by a careful study of difficult
and disputed points, to do all that I could for their elucidation, and thus to perform as
faithfully as possible the paramount duty of a commentator. The number and fulness of the
notes needed in such a work must of course be matter of dispute, but annoyed as I have re-
peatedly been by the fragmentary character of the annotations in the existing editions of
the work, I have been anxious to avoid that defect, and have therefore passed by no passage
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Preface.

which seemed to me to need discussion, nor consciously evaded any difficulty. Working
with historical students constantly in mind I have felt it due to them to fortify all my state-
ments by references to the authorities upon which they have been based, and to indicate at
the same time with sufficient fullness the sources whose examination a fuller investigation
of the subject on their part might render necessary. The modern works which have been
most helpful are mentioned in the notes, but I cannot in justice refrain from making espe
cial reference at this point to Smith and Wace’s Dictionary of Christian Biography which
has been constantly at my side, and to the first and second volumes of Schaft’s Church History,
whose bibliographies have been especially serviceable. Many of Valesius’ notes have been
found very suggestive and must always remain valuable in spite of the great advance made
in historical knowledge since his day. For the commentary of Heinichen less can be said.
Richardson’s Bibliographical Synopsis, published as a supplement to the Ante-Nicene Library,
did not come into my hands until the greater part of the work was completed. In the prepar-
ation of the notes upon the latter portion it proved helpful, and its existence has enabled
me throughout the work to omit extended lists of books which it would otherwise have been
necessary to give.

It was my privilege some three years ago to study portions of the fourth and fifth books
of Eusebius’ Church History with Professor Adolf Harnack in his Seminar at Marburg. Es-
pecial thanks are due for the help and inspiration gained from that eminent scholar, and
for the light thrown by him upon many difficult passages in those portions of the work.

It gives me pleasure also to express my obligation to Dr. Isaac G. Hall, of New York,
and to Dr. E. C. Richardson, of Hartford, for information furnished by them in regard to
certain editions of the History, also to the Rev. Charles R. Gillett, Librarian of Union
Theological Seminary, and to the Rev. J. H. Dulles, Librarian of Princeton Theological
Seminary, for their kindness in granting me the privileges of the libraries under their charge,
and for their unfailing courtesy shown me in many ways. To Mr. James McDonald, of
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The Life of Eusebius.

CHAPTERI
The Life of Eusebius.

§ 1. Sources and Literature

Acacius, the pupil and successor of Eusebius in the bishopric of Casarea, wrote a life
of the latter (Socr. H. E. I1. 4) which is unfortunately lost. He was a man of ability (Sozomen
H. E.1II. 2, IV. 23) and had exceptional opportunities for producing a full and accurate ac-
count of Eusebius’ life; the disappearance of his work is therefore deeply to be regretted.

Numerous notices of Eusebius are found in the works of Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret,
Athanasius, Jerome, and other writers of his own and subsequent ages, to many of which
references will be made in the following pages. A collection of these notices, made by
Valesius, is found in English translation on p. 57 sq. of this volume. The chief source for a
knowledge of Eusebius’ life and character is to be found in his own works. These will be
discussed below, on p. 26 sq. Of the numerous modern works which treat at greater or less
length of the life of Eusebius I shall mention here only those which I have found most
valuable.

Valesius: De vita scriptisque Eusebii Diatribe (in his edition of Eusebius’ Historia Eccles.;
English version in Cruse’s translation of the same work).

Cave: Lives of the Fathers, 11. 95-144 (ed. H. Cary, Oxf. 1840).

Tillemont: Hist. Eccles. VIL. pp. 39-75 (compare also his account of the Arians in vol.
VL).

Stroth: Leben und Schriften des Eusebius (in his German translation of the Hist. Eccles.).

Closs: Leben und Schriften des Eusebius (in his translation of the same work).

Danz: De Eusebio Ceesariensi, Historice Eccles. Scriptore, ejusque fide historica recte cesti-
manda, Cap. I1.: de rebus ad Eusebii vitam pertinentibus (pp. 33-75).

Stein: Eusebius Bischof von Ceesarea. Nach seinem Leben, seinen Schriften, und seinem
dogmatischen Charakter dargestellt (Wiirzburg, 1859; full and valuable).

Bright, in the introduction to his edition of Burton’s text of the Hist. Eccles. (excellent).

Lightfoot (Bishop of Durham): Eusebius of Caesarea, in Smith and Wace’s Dictionary of
Christian Biography, vol. I1. pp. 308-348. Lightfoot’s article is a magnificent monument of
patristic scholarship and contains the best and most exhaustive treatment of the life and
writings of Eusebius that has been written.

The student may be referred finally to all the larger histories of the Church (e.g. Schaff,
vol. ITI. 871 sqq. and 1034 sq.), which contain more or less extended accounts of Eusebius.
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§2. Eusebius’ Birth and Training. His Life in Caesarea until the Outbreak of the Persecution.

Our author was commonly known among the ancients as Eusebius of Caesarea or Euse-
bius Pamphili. The former designation arose from the fact that he was bishop of the church
in Ceesarea for many years; the latter from the fact that he was the intimate friend and devoted
admirer of Pamphilus, a presbyter of Caesarea and a martyr. Some such specific appellation
was necessary to distinguish him from others of the same name. Smith and Wace’s Dictionary
of Christian Biography mentions 137 men of the first eight centuries who bore the name
Eusebius, and of these at least forty were contemporaries of our author. The best known
among them were Eusebius of Nicomedia (called by Arius the brother of Eusebius of
Caesarea), Eusebius of Emesa, and Eusebius of Samosata.

The exact date of our author’s birth is unknown to us, but his Ecclesiastical History
contains notices which enable us to fix it approximately. In H. E. V. 28 he reports that Paul
of Samosata attempted to revive again in his day (ka6 nudg) the heresy of Artemon. But
Paul of Samosata was deposed from the episcopate of Antioch in 272, and was condemned
as a heretic at least as early as 268, so that Eusebius must have been born before the latter
date, if his words are to be strictly interpreted. Again, according to H. E. III. 28, Dionysius
was bishop of Alexandria in Eusebius’ time (kaf 1udg). But Dionysius was bishop from
247 or 248 to 265, and therefore if Eusebius’ words are to be interpreted strictly here as in
the former case, he must have been born before 265. On the other hand, inasmuch as his
death occurred about 340, we cannot throw his birth much earlier than 260. It is true that
the references to Paul and to Dionysius do not prove conclusively that Eusebius was alive
in their day, for his words may have been used in a loose sense. But in H. E. VII. 26, just
before proceeding to give an account of Paul of Samosata, he draws the line between his
own and the preceding generation, declaring that he is now about to relate the events of his
own age (trv kaf’ Mudg). This still further confirms the other indications, and we shall
consequently be safe in concluding that Eusebius was born not far from the year 260 a.d.
His birthplace cannot be determined with certainty. The fact that he is called “Eusebius the
Palestinian” by Marcellus (Euseb. lib. adv. Marcell. 1. 4), Basil (Lib. ad. Amphil. de Spir.
Sancto, c. 29), and others, does not prove that he was a Palestinian by birth; for the epithet
may be used to indicate merely his place of residence (he was bishop of Caesarea in Palestine
for many years). Moreover, the argument urged by Stein and Lightfoot in support of his
Palestinian birth, namely, that it was customary to elect to the episcopate of any church a
native of the city in preference to a native of some other place, does not count for much. All
that seems to have been demanded was that a man should have been already a member of
the particular church over which he was to be made bishop, and even this rule was not
universal (see Bingham’s Antiquities, II. 10, 2 and 3). The fact that he was bishop of Ceesarea
therefore would at most warrant us in concluding only that he had made his residence in
Caesarea for some time previous to his election to that office. Nevertheless, although neither
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of these arguments proves his Palestinian birth, it is very probable that he was a native of
that country, or at least of that section. He was acquainted with Syriac as well as with Greek,
which circumstance taken in connection with his ignorance of Latin (see below, p. 47) points
to the region of Syria as his birthplace. Moreover, we learn from his own testimony that he
was in Caesarea while still a youth (Vita Constantini, 1. 19), and in his epistle to the church
of Caesarea (see below, p. 16) he says that he was taught the creed of the Caesarean church
in his childhood (or at least at the beginning of his Christian life: év tfj katnxroet), and that
he accepted it at baptism. It would seem therefore that he must have lived while still a child
either in Ceesarea itself, or in the neighborhood, where its creed was in use. Although no
one therefore (except Theodorus Metochita of the fourteenth century, in his Cap. Miscell.
17; Migne, Patr. Lat. CXLIV. 949) directly states that Eusebius was a Palestinian by birth,
we have every reason to suppose him such.

His parents are entirely unknown. Nicephorus Callistus (H. E. VI. 37) reports that his
mother was a sister of Pamphilus. He does not mention his authority for this statement,
and it is extremely unlikely, in the face of the silence of Eusebius himself and of all other
writers, that it is true. It is far more probable that the relationship was later assumed to ac-
count for the close intimacy of the two men. Arius, in an epistle addressed to Eusebius of
Nicomedia (contained in Theodoret’s Hist. Eccles. 1. 5), calls Eusebius of Caesarea the latter’s
brother. It is objected to this that Eusebius of Nicomedia refers to Eusebius of Caesarea on
one occasion as his “master” (to0 deondtov pov, in his epistle to Paulinus contained in
Theodoret’s Hist. Eccles. 1. 6), and that on the other hand Eusebius of Casarea calls Eusebius
of Nicomedia, “the great Eusebius” (Euseb. lib. adv. Marcell. 1. 4), both of which expressions
seem inconsistent with brotherhood. Lightfoot justly remarks that neither the argument itself
nor the objections carry much weight. The term adeA@d¢ may well have been used to indicate
merely theological or ecclesiastical association, while on the other hand, brotherhood would
not exclude the form of expression employed by each in speaking of the other. Of more
weight is the fact that neither Eusebius himself nor any historian of that period refers to
such a relationship, and also the unlikelihood that two members of one family should bear
the same name.

From Eusebius’ works we gather that he must have received an extensive education
both in secular philosophy and in Biblical and theological science. Although his immense
erudition was doubtless the result of wide and varied reading continued throughout life, it
is highly probable that he acquired the taste for such reading in his youth. Who his early
instructors were we do not know, and therefore cannot estimate the degree of their influence
over him. As he was a man, however, who cherished deep admiration for those whom he
regarded as great and good men, and as he possessed an unusually acquisitive mind and a
pliant disposition, we should naturally suppose that his instructors must have possessed
considerable influence over him, and that his methods of study in later years must have
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been largely molded by their example and precept. We see this exemplified in a remarkable
degree in the influence exerted over him by Pampbhilus, his dearest friend, and at the same
time the preceptor, as it were, of his early manhood. Certainly this great bibliopholist must
have done much to strengthen Eusebius’ natural taste for omnivorous reading, and the op-
portunities afforded by his grand library for the cultivation of such a taste were not lost. To
the influence of Pamphilus, the devoted admirer and enthusiastic champion of Origen, was
doubtless due also in large measure the deep respect which Eusebius showed for that illus-
trious Father, a respect to which we owe one of the most delightful sections of his Church
History, his long account of Origen in the sixth book, and to which in part antiquity was
indebted for the elaborate Defense of Origen, composed by Pamphilus and himself, but un-
fortunately no longer extant. Eusebius certainly owed much to the companionship of that
eager student and noble Christian hero, and he always recognized with deep gratitude his
indebtedness to him. (Compare the account of Pamphilus given below in Bk. VII. chap. 32,
§25 sq.) The names of his earlier instructors, who were eminently successful, at least in fos-
tering his thirst for knowledge, are quite unknown to us. His abiding admiration for Plato,
whom he always placed at the head of all philosophers (see Stein, p. 6), would lead us to
think that he received at least a part of his secular training from some ardent Platonist, while
his intense interest in apologetics, which lasted throughout his life, and which affected all
his works, seems to indicate the peculiar bent of his early Christian education. Trithemius
concluded from a passage in his History (VII. 32) that Eusebius was a pupil of the learned
Dorotheus of Antioch, and Valesius, Lightfoot and others are apparently inclined to accept
his conclusion. But, as Stroth remarks (Eusebii Kirchengeschichte, p. xix), all that Eusebius
says is that he had heard Dorotheus expound the Scriptures in the church (tovtov petpiwg
TAG YPapag €1l TG EkkAnoiag dinyovuévou katnkovoaev), that is, that he had heard him
preach. To conclude from this statement that he was a pupil of Dorotheus is certainly quite
unwarranted.

Stroth’s suggestion that he probably enjoyed the instruction of Meletius for seven years
during the persecution rests upon no good ground, for the passage which he relies upon to
sustain his opinion (H. E. VII. 32. 28) says only that Eusebius “observed Meletius well”
(katevorioapev) during those seven years.

In Caesarea Eusebius was at one time a presbyter of the church, as we may gather from
his words in the epistle to that church already referred to, where, in speaking of the creed,
he says, “As we believed and taught in the presbytery and in the episcopate itself.” But the
attempt to fix the date of his ordination to that office is quite vain. It is commonly assumed
that he became presbyter while Agapius was bishop of Caesarea, and this is not unlikely,
though we possess no proof of it (upon Agapius see below, H. E. VII. 32, note 39). In his
Vita Constantini, 1. 19, Eusebius reports that he saw Constantine for the first time in Ceesarea
in the train of the Emperor Diocletian. In his Chron. Eusebius reports that Diocletian made
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an expedition against Egypt, which had risen in rebellion in the year 296 a.d., and Theo-
phanes, in his Chron., says that Constantine accompanied him. It is probable therefore that
it was at this time that Eusebius first saw Constantine in Casarea, when he was either on
his way to Egypt, or on his way back (see Tillemont’s Hist. des Emp., IV. p. 34).

During these years of quiet, before the great persecution of Diocletian, which broke out
in 303 a.d., Eusebius’ life must have been a very pleasant one. Pamphilus” house seems to
have been a sort of rendezvous for Christian scholars, perhaps a regular divinity school; for
we learn from Eusebius’ Martyrs in Palestine (Cureton’s edition, pp. 13 and 14) that he and
a number of others, including the martyr Apphianus, were living together in one house at
the time of the persecution, and that the latter was instructed in the Scriptures by Pamphilus
and acquired from him virtuous habits and conduct. The great library of Pamphilus would
make his house a natural center for theological study, and the immense amount of work
which was done by him, or under his direction, in the reproduction of copies of the Holy
Scriptures, of Origen’s works (see Jerome’s de vir. ill. 75 and 81, and contra Ruf. 1. 9), and
in other literary employments of the same kind, makes it probable that he had gathered
about him a large circle of friends and students who assisted him in his labors and profited
by his counsel and instruction. Amidst these associations Eusebius passed his early manhood,
and the intellectual stimulus thus given him doubtless had much to do with his future career.
He was above all a literary man, and remained such to the end of his life. The pleasant
companionships of these days, and the mutual interest and sympathy which must have
bound those fellow-students and fellow-disciples of Pamphilus very close together, perhaps
had much to do with that broad-minded spirit of sympathy and tolerance which so charac-
terized Eusebius in later years. He was always as far as possible from the character of a recluse.
He seems ever to have been bound by very strong ties to the world itself and to his fellow-
men. Had his earlier days been filled with trials and hardships, with the bitterness of disap-
pointed hopes and unfulfilled ambitions, with harsh experiences of others’ selfishness and
treachery, who shall say that the whole course of his life might not have been changed, and
his writings have exhibited an entirely different spirit from that which is now one of their
greatest charms? Certainly he had during these early years in Ceesarea large opportunities
for cultivating that natural trait of admiration for other men, which was often so strong as
to blind him even to their faults, and that natural kindness which led him to see good
wherever it existed in his Christian brethren. At the same time these associations must have
had considerable influence in fostering the apologetic temper. The pursuits of the little circle
were apparently exclusively Christian, and in that day when Christianity stood always on
its defense, it would naturally become to them a sacred duty to contribute to that defense
and to employ all their energies in the task. It has been remarked that the apologetic temper
is very noticeable in Eusebius’ writings. It is more than that; we may say indeed in general
terms that everything he wrote was an apology for the faith. His History was written avowedly
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with an apologetic purpose, his Chronicle was composed with the same end in view. Even
when pronouncing a eulogy upon a deceased emperor he seized every possible opportunity
to draw from that emperor’s career, and from the circumstances of his reign, arguments for
the truth and grandeur of the Christian religion. His natural temper of mind and his early
training may have had much to do with this habit of thought, but certainly those years with
Pamphilus and his friends in Ceesarea must have emphasized and developed it.

Another characteristic which Pamphilus and the circle that surrounded him doubtless
did something to develop in our author was a certain superiority to the trammels of mere
traditionalism, or we might perhaps better say that they in some measure checked the op-
posite tendency of slavishness to the traditional which seems to have been natural to him.
Pamphilus’ deep reverence for Origen proclaims him at once superior to that kind of narrow
conservatism which led many men as learned and doubtless as conscientious as himself to
pass severe and 