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The British Museum Triumph of Orthodoxy icon

Dimitra Kotoula

The British Museum Triumph of Orthodoxy icon (late fourteenth century)
is the earliest known pictorial representation of the restoration of the holy
icons, a feast first celebrated on 11 March 843 and commemorated by the
Orthodox Church since then on the first Sunday of Lent. The purpose of
this article is to present and discuss the iconography of the British
Museum icon, proposing new ways of interpreting it.

The icon of Orthodoxy is a relatively small (39 x 31cm) panel divided
into two horizontal zones (see frontispiece).’ Central to its iconography is
the icon of the Virgin with Child in the upper register supported by two
angels and flanked, according to the surviving inscriptions, by the
Empress Theodora together with her young son, Emperor Michael 111, on
the left and the Patriarch Methodios with three monks on the right. In the
middle of the lower zone, just below the Virgin with Child complex,
Theophanes the Confessor and Theodore the Stoudite are depicted jointly
holding an image of Christ. Five of the eleven figures in this zone are
identified by severely effaced inscriptions. St Theodosia, the only female
saint, is depicted holding an icon of Christ-Emmanuel while the bishop on
the right and his companion must be the two Graptoi Brothers, Theodore

' | am most indebted to my supervisor Prof. R, Cormack and to Prof. M. Vassilaki for
their comments and suggestions concerning this article as well as to Prof. A. Louth for his
mast kind proposal e include it in the present volume. For the most recent publication of
the Orrthodoxy icon, see A, Weyl-Carr, ‘leon with the Triumph of Orthodoxy’, in H.C, Evans,
ed,, Byzantiun: Faith and Power (1261-1557) Exhibition Catalogue (New York: Metropalitan
Museum of Arl, 2004), 1545 R. Cormack, Teon of the Triumph of Orthodoxy’, in M.
Vassilaki, ed., Mother of God: Representations of the Virgin m Byzantine Art (Milan: Skira, 2000},
340, no. 32, See also R, Cormack, “Icon of the Triumph of Orthodoxy’, in D: Buckton, ed.,
Byzantium (London: British Museum Press, 1994), 126-30, no, 140 and R. Cormack, "Women
and Icons and Women in leons’, in Liz James, ed., Woren, Men and Eunechs (Londoen:
Routledge, 1997}, 25-27 fn. &, where all the previous bibliography on the icon is sited,

Fram Byzantine Orthadoxies, eds Andrew Louth and Augustine Casiday. Copyright & 2006
by the Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies, Published by Ashgate Publishing Ltd,
Gower House, Croft Road, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU1T1 3HR, Great Britain,

121




ey g 5 ———

= A

anil Thaapheres Fladby, | hhndmmnum
o A Thegrhulebps ol Anddos. e Eenilvesmn ol (e o
m-mmﬂrlnbmw

e 1880] ey Plsiin G’ 1 guikshe W Chatakbik b,
dmtﬂ-u-n:-uum_hm_wm_._
m"i_-.ﬁhmhﬂmﬁulh““a

i

kirsFis fdp dw nider b e
sl el pemain aral luwl-lmh_rm; Bl Marh

Byl
Yo e et i U s Tl b, Fmassis i) Cimaege o Lialie. Fiee
| 'MJMNWi-mw:lhhl
chuna which oo bt e vt af ohes Fasly Lovees ini il
ﬂhmmﬂ'” m}-m.‘wm,
ot ol vt Lol et of 18 ol (5l Wbt frorr: b kit
h-d‘-hﬂil.-nnmﬁn thartrul abive UF Faitbch Mirtkinten, and

-, B

* RN | v £ Dl U

| Bl Lk’ el | LI £ nhnn—-—m.n-upﬁuq-m..u
S T, Sy el u-m'hv..-u.lu.n.

';:"_ R e (bemdery ' i

o o
1|'n|!l I_'rr-. o T, “ Dby’ |18, 1

|

| 128 A TN B M THOTOA R
HnwlhhﬁdJM'mhuMmﬂme
-:lu" o 1
i .. e o Aswelntin Th A o sl

nmmwmm-»mm.imm.m
uﬂhuurmunnulmm Thet (eedbegevtivy
s i b W el ks g o

ST "_ L

ik inpuded
A vl ilﬂrMﬂnlqmrﬂ wral o prorision 1 (b dhoerch of Sk

e i i b e B e
o i Lee maar Axis (KW, He Flayal les
Pl (i TR AR i, Iy pbeinel 1NEL sor e Whaesirey St
Blidieqical Mlisaim watde, Varwenes, I dm e The st @ Hhe
i i s, Cm e ok wl e
Hyfrne il 11 sl 4, @ dll He serening sersasl . obareind
IArRAETp s wEE e e o e
| Soiliar morurmie i Chfami | UHE, Waisis (DES00 aml of (e
L iy i
.-u'l-q.l.i"dl i
‘ b Caliad. Vo Symed vy din T oo, 'I'\lIlIlulllli-lll-llw-'-IH‘ﬁl
[TFTN P [P s e S =y
A R
L8 Pabdidiaa N DIERE S B o BE PEdelE
.—.—.'—uqr an Fr e mEta— -

T T e e

ml.l‘hﬂrh..i- indy place e

l'ﬂ.ﬂ.-h-nhd!.an o by e el

P e Tt rallbedd e rmast Faymech Moo v pbaTe
el gkl e st ik, '-:?i: e ad praac

ﬁmmhmmh“ in in Ihe presseeare
ol Lhe Ferpress Thoodon bl wtibansi wiees, 8 mﬂul
arrriRinidl Fod' (e

e ol dher bl
mhmlhu-m-_hqdelthﬁrﬂIImd’
Clrpobslasion, ae wel o by Uoriesin sl Thesyfurse D il b 0
The iolar frael, b B iiapariey O o bt wnnes. dom the sevenih
'“qmmﬁm_dﬂ_.ﬂilﬁmmh
e ial _rolfirabiorms i B4 e werll as o lese piriorrend e
Hypatiws oo (ke ilap HMMHMWW L it

Fathed, e [ bl AT ; K TITAAR W

" P Wi il B e U0 Bt T Fpwsieaih, T Vst ol
i b Heoads s a e e | Mwrmnry (o Vel U bafer of g IO -0T0

! e e o b P B, e b A P - B P,
]

bomE W AL T - el jEL o R

. et . ot Ly Usrvmstcs, 19505, B4 Fum, Bowm, B4, Tk i . I 1,
nm

* T a P -kis, 0 e W, 7 i bk Ol s, I, Trliema, 19 Thaes
. i Sl [ L s o 4 PRI Ak i s
s diciar, Bmicaas B RV L A B e B ey B
ey, e, Sy rved o BB e e e el amrtrd e ——
S ¥, AL T alieer ssdos @ bl o ol o ool Bl ilales @ re
e, oL v o hmlwWFl—-mn
b Uy Feiais, Ll o B, [hiiii ', e Talaid, Telscbor 208 b il i
- e ey e U TR

THIE TRl A P O Ol T

olarios Slanasiie 01308077 o KEOH1 " e B 20 The groes ol 6
e Bty nff Ciod i with 8 cormer o @l 18
i vet 1L, urad o rmewbra ol Hve el (el i the
: o i sl orrramihese] g, lniendly evon hursher e
tmiwwr e joosvigiaph #&MH-Hmmh:F
Wi "
Wh;ﬂ“mumu.h—.mhmn-a‘mmmwm
ol Dot ™ | b et mevihaaing e thai L seraal
d’m“p-iﬁu—jmhﬂ
patam o (T gl ol e anal
Likewisg, b b Aboifisioe “;r-r'ﬂlﬁl I'huhl'i-il-nl-
e

boningeaphy.
with B sl mlli-rlr-hhrhs!l-mi
mum—mmlmum-.——aplﬂhuirn
tha Hrire gt s, i role e e

(e gy s, B0 b dwwin J-Lﬂﬂlruodl.'h'jm-—
Theasira B B, i e (5 e souncl, diong mil et
il aral Aruiios, iy i rcl




I'D-—d-llni--lrﬂ-'m-l'u'w Hiewiifed 4o fov whi B ren
Sirnctly roomectnd with e svenis of B8% anad e o i {nhadoy
Farater, e rprimmiation of B bnlding ite won of Chrse-Sromanl
wriaggh d R e omly Do L poderion of [Ris o By e s ol fa
ﬂ-”.:L:h Mmﬂm{'ﬁﬂktﬂtmhﬂﬁ
-ﬂ* ] Ih:atﬂmp—tm'ﬁlhrﬂ'

U-Hllrfqlh-hm T o of Chrisl Erervanust, bl
ldqh‘rl.bm-llmurhbmhﬂ b ik trird s ormireroraled m
ot shis o et o e bowile sf e (e, The bwnieben was

Ww‘--ﬂ-hnhiwﬂm

All b ot s depras] B B T of Dk i sgn wes
r—uﬂruuw-h_ulr-ur Bl alen Fer e
.

i b fre i B Uiy oo b et ea plainad

il that, ot b by Pk v

] h-n-rrrndqrutthm-ﬂﬁrmumamhl
a1 tha cha

WNPWWMMUWWFMMMMI
ok e ey dian mad i sl b e referriag
.u.'l..o.n.lu."n-..-r..:ulu_-um whry bas =i

11 Wy Pl onnk priiace™ Wil sl o parierd i cepiiond e g emal,

i Shylinie ahwer B Soploged g hishap
it vl prurt i ﬁhmh—lm
= T

'N|mwn—1hfhmuw w Talwmy
'ﬁ.-—.l.lhqi_kphq:l B di Clesciope (910 1M

-
* T LA Ly, L hihi—-ﬁ-nﬂ-—u
.,. - Ve b e ETR oy P

il ¥y, il ol 9 Thedond ; m T, ] e L
" gl Ay G e e e, [ NS mum-—-.q-=-wl

s, spp P Salivap, Joly ol 8 ——y i el Thlamal
T el U R, S 11 R0 M0 T T
N e e WL e, O i e
mem = -

panisg e mathars

-u-::f--ilhwmrhtnﬂ-lm-dh-
e Byaanilae ol the Tp-uu Ui st ared

s b v e Beowournd
m-ﬂ- ﬂmh' arcording i Uhe el ol the Ly o

b blpmirr b s L Bpaiae vhsss sorsested ool oely e

I8 B, whille il i gt
. u-u,u ﬂf Augrass brih o B et wed
1.r|.i|-|.| i el "'h.h vy b o] @ the

I.n-nul. i,-u-'
T e i, Lk, 17 i L

l-l:nn wl 11 Bl n-w-u.—n—n-—n-'nhu
I-hll-u—ll-'.-hlqw 0wl bl W Vi

ARSI (R

[t 1

tmain chaprpisns of e mecharal ke of 85 holy asi, bl b the sl has
imvbemiors al Har Crfodoo dagma of tha Bady Teindy - 5 el som
Trasmea b -iervany Bariggal defan smd omind in e Sakigus with
thar Wekorn. Chaant. thal Rviesy revdak the sibal mebrvanes (i ke

Eumogmapty ol e Tricnpe ul Dribatoay, Weniad b e Baniinm,

-I e s | b s aadiar FIR
IIII. T A Lt




pieder of The Bnaterith conduny Gidsey
Vst aked; el My of G, 355 1o 53]

Figure £ The Alaibmios Himi alkos 34, Prkiow Manpuiir, Laat




