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Johanna Lilius provides a fascinating account of families living in
vibrant and transformed inner cities. The book moves between
individual parenting experiences to media representations of
parenting, urban theory and planning perspectives to suggest
ways that urban living practices and uses are changing inner city
structures and forms in radical and sometimes problematic
ways. Using Helsinki as her touchstone, Lilius opens a thoughtful
discussion on the patent domesticfication of inner cities in the
Global North.

- Stuart C. Aitken, Professor, San Diego State University

Lilius offers important insights that will greatly enhance
understanding of the role of parents in the gentrification of the
central city. This is a timely and important topic with crucial
policy implications, and Lilius’ comprehensive and engaging
book is a must-read for those interested in the contemporary
city and its transformations.
- Japonica Brown-Saracino, Associate Professor of Sociology, Boston
University



“When I first moved to Prenzlauer Berg 14 years ago there 
was partying and drugs. Now there´s diapers” (Baer 2012)
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Early 20th century: ideal of the nuclear
family



Everyday life of the working classes: 
public and semi-public places



Civil war 1918



The home and family important for 
societal stability



Anti-urban bias





Anti-urban bias





”Something else than a sanbox in the
middle of the park”













Work-life balance



Life-stage blending



Well, I have to say it´s lovely to walk around the 
urban environment so that you have people 
around you (Mother, two children)

It has something to do with the feeling of 
freedom, some have a burning need to go to 
nature, I have never had that, although I enjoy 
beautiful sceneries and so on, but the city is also 
an aesthetic experience to me, it gives me a 
particular feeling (Father, two children)

Sometimes I think about moving, but then we 
would loose all the people (Father, one child)















Urban Families – who are they?

• Become parents later 
in life

• Better educated
• Earn more
• Are mostly Swedish 

and Finnish born



Copenhagen



Nordvästra Kungsholmen







Jätkäsaari and Kalasatama



Jätkäsaari and Kalasatama










