Cocove has tradaaonally been one ot the mose ethimicatly
and rehizronshy homogencous countries n the Balkans. In
the 1ast census to record religmous attithanon and mother
rongue, that ot 1951, 97 per cent ot the population gave
their religion as Orthodox Chnsoan and 95 per cent therr
mother tongue as Greek.

Yer there are simall rehigious, Tmguisne and erthnic minor-
s 1 Grreece, and the decade of the 19905 wimessed a
laree mtlun mro the country of torewgners, mostly from
astern Furope, amounomy to as much as [0 per cent of
the narn e-borm populanion. Thus Greece, historicallv a
country ot cnmigration, has, wathim a rew vears, become one
of TNTINILrAtion.

Little Bias been pablished i Poglhish abour Greece's
nunoriny populatons, o lack wlhach this volume secks o
remedy, Ir contans chapeers on the Old Calendarists,
Catholics, Fvanechicals, Jows, NMushms iTurks, Pomaks and
Corpstess, Armenans, Vachs, Slavs, Sarakarsanm and
borcieners, Anvone with an imcerest i Greece, and
nunoriny problems generallve will find the book tascinaring
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JEWS

STEVEN BOWMAN

Therﬁ- are approximately 5,500 Jews in Greece today.' On the eve of the
bt‘-ct:fn_d Wﬂrld War they numbered some 75,000.* This decimation and its
ramlficatlﬂps constitute the single most important factor defining the con-
temporary identity of Greek Jewry. In order to understand their situation
we have to survey the historical essence of Greek Jews prior to the Semnd!
World War. Another section of the paper will delineate the tragic story of the
war years, v.i-hile the post-war emigration of Greek Jews will form :rhe his-
mrufal transition to the modern period. We shall begin, however, with an
u_utlm:-: ot the contemporary society to which the fﬂllﬂwir;g sectiﬂns‘will r
vide the requisite background for its understanding. o
| In 11941, over 35,000 Jews lived in Thessaloniki; then locally known as
halur_m;a or Saloniki. Corfu, loannina, Larisa, Volos, Trikala and Rhodes
had flourishing communiries numbering several thﬁus:mds each. Athens, on
the other hand, had fewer than 1,000 Jews. Today over 5,000 :lews liv; in
Athcr_ls, a thoroughly Hellenized community thar tries not’ to acknowledge
the rhngh number of secularized youth and intermarriages with local nmg"i-
Jewish women. Perhaps 1,000 Jews live in Thessaloniki amidst the homeless
ghqsrs of Fhﬂ'll‘ parents and siblings. In central Greece, only Larisa support
a viable little community of some 400 Jews. jews a,re only a memf}ll? is
__Thrqce and the Peloponnese. Some Macedonian towns may still haje a
tamily or two. loannina is in decline while the humble remnants of Corfu
;1nd R:hﬂdES are ageing with sad dreams, if not nightmares. When I last vis-
ited Euboea some twenty vears ago, I was introduced t'cr the bab thlat
brought the communiry’s census to 101; today it numbers ninery. Cr ); h
nearly disappeared from Jewish memory, e
o understand contemporary Greek Jewry one has to comprehend
another legacy of the war. In 1946, the Greek government pa'sselzl a law
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restoring to the Jewish community the heirless properties of those Jews who
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had been deported to the death camps of Poland.® That act of a liberated
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“state was the first of any European country to resolve justly the problem of

"Nazi-confiscated Jewish property; a problem about which Jewish organiza-
tions in Britain, the United States and Palestine were much concerned during
the war, and occurred for a number of reasons which we cannot explore
here. Many homes, however, remained in the hands of wartime squatters
and refugees, not to mention collaborators. The surviving remnant of Greek
Jewry, some 10,000 out of the pre-war 75,000, set up the major Institution
that has dominated local Jewish politics to this day: the Central Agency for
Relief and Rehabilitation of Greek Jews, known as OPAIE. Its responsibil-
ity is to administer the thousands of homes and businesses, public buildings,
schools, synagogues, hospitals, graveyards, bank accounts, etc. of the
60,000 who had been despoiled, deported and destroyed.

The problems involved in this matter are legion, and the documentation
for it has not been critically examined, although much matenal is available
in the archives of the World Jewish Congress now housed at Hebrew Union
College in Cincinnati, in the American Joint Distribution Committee
archives in New York City and Jerusalem, and in the Central Zionist
Archives in Jerusalem. Suffice it for our purposes to note that the burden of
administering this property is a heavy one and that the survivors of the

-—_— - ————

Second World War still hold a tight rein on this organization. The property

“has become a symbol of | power and wealth for this small clique. While
indoubtably some good has been done for Greek Jews at large, that is the
smaller and by now satellite communities that are daily declining in number,

tensions have arisen on three fronts:

1. The perceived disenfranchisement of the younger generation which
has, t6 a great extent, been ignored by the leadership in Athens and
Thessaloniki.

2. The descendants of Greek Jews who immigrated to Palestine in the 1930s
or to Israel after 1948. They rightly claim a share in this property of their
relatives. Yet only recently has the Greek government allowed a
percentage of the realizable Greek assets to be expatriated to Israel.

3. Descendants of Greek Jews in the United States who see the burden and

‘the power of this administration as a corrupting influence on the future
of Greek Jewry.

The Jewish community has a wide range of social services that sustain 1ts
religious autonomy. These include religious schools in Athens, Thessaloniki
and Larisa with significant components of secular Greek subjects in the cur-
riculum, synagogues (partially supported by the state); several museums
including the internationally known Jewish Museum of Greece located in
Athens, the latter the beneficiary of a government subsidy; a summer camp
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for children; benevolent societies for orphans, for marrying young women,
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for burial In community graveyards, etc. On the local level the University of
Ihcss:{ilumk: Is working with the jewish community and with a receztl
established Society for Greek Jewry consisting of local scholars to ex Iﬂrz
the community’s history and culture. In addition to Greek gﬂvernmenfaid
rhe American Joint Distribution Committee has been assisting Greek ]ew;
511‘11:?19.1 7. Other American support groups include the Hebrew Immigrant
Ald@ﬂtlﬁty, the World Jewish Congress and the American Friends {)gf the
Jewish Museum of Greece. Israel sends emissaries (shlibin) to organise its
programmes, teach Hebrew, and promote tours and emigration
1The_ (,g_l_"ltrgl__()t_ganizatiﬂn of Jewish communities (KIS) in A;:hens is the
voice through which contemporary Greek Jewry speaks to the government
‘f'f (:reen.:e and to concerned Jews in Israel and the western diasporas of
>ephardi and Greek fews. This facet of the leadership is vet another means
of control by which the older generation excludes the younger from the men-
toring necessary to succeed to leadership in the future. The legacy of the war
which we shall explore later and the age of the leadership together produce
_extremely conservative and occasionally jingoistic statements and actions by
this leadership.* One more point needs to be noted. Greece is officiall a'r}lf
O_rrhudn?i state which makes Jews and Muslims citizens of a different };ﬁﬁ:
and thatin turn obliges the community to maintain a low public profilé. At
the same time, the legacy of wartime German anti-Jewish pfdpﬁgﬁhdi}:‘ﬂu-
pled with arch conservative ecclesiastics or radical leftists raises the spectre
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of antisemitism through an occasional incident.” The obverse of this tension
ot course, is a kind of philosemirism that stems from interest in the Bible’
husm_ﬁ-ss_s partnerships, social relationships and the presumption that ]ew;
have influence with the media in other countries.

, (?fn the eve of the Second World War there were still three distinct worlds
of (Jriet:_lghk_xyr}é each with its own layer of polyglot culture and historical
experience. These three areas corresponded to 1) the South: the Pelopon-
nese, Attica, and what, in ancient times, was Boeotia; 2) the West: Epiros
and A?mrnania; and 3) the North: Thrace and Macedonia stretchiné sguth-
ward Into Central Greece or Sterea Ellada. The islands of the Ionian and
i :Egcar_l_&it:as were until the post Second World War period heavily influenced

b?'man*anminatinn which etfectively colonized the urban environment:
~Lortu and Rhodes respectively exemplify this tradition and Iralian is stili
:-;p{ﬂ.Zen by the older generation. And finally there was Crere. Subiect to
Venice and then the Ottomans, it became part of The néw Kin 'd{j'm nfé}
in the early twentieth century. ° o

l_hc wealthy Hellenistic cities surrounding the Aegean attracted a large
Jewish diaspora in the Roman period, but Jews may have been living in tEe
area as .earl}f as the last days of the First Temple (sixth century Bcg). The
continuity ot the Jewish settlement in the Peloponnese and Artica éhr'ﬂu h
the period of Roman domination is certain; however, data from the rniddgle

and late Byzantine periods, though scarce, is still suggestive of this continu-
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ity. On the eve of the Ottoman conquest of the Peloponnese or Morea, Jews
were still to be found from Thebes to Mistra, while during the Tourkokra-
tia, or period of Turkish rule, they were located in all the major centres from
Patras ro Kalamata and Tripolis to Corinth with smaller settlements 1n
Thebes and Euboea.

The sketchy and still untold story ot the Jews in the South came to an end
with the Greek Revolution of the 1820s. Perceived as allies of the Turks,
they fell victim to persecution and massacre by the insurgent Greeks. This 1s
the only recorded massacre of Jews in Greece by Greeks and seems to be
more a side-effect of the butchering of the Turks of Tripolis, the last
Otroman stronghold in the South where the Jews had taken refuge from the
fighting, than a specific action against Jews per se. In general, Jews within
the Greek lands and throughout Europe were supporters of the Greek revolt,
using their money and their political and public influence in support of the
Greek cause. In turn, the success of the Greek War of Independence was to
stimulate the incipient stirrings of Jewish nationalism, which later
metamorphosed into Ziomsm,

The newly established Kingdom of Greece attracted Jews to 1ts capital
Athens both from the Ottoman Empire and from Central Europe, a trend
chat was ro continue until the middle of the twentieth century: Sephardi mer-
chants from Smyrna (Izmir) on the east coast of the Aegean Sea and Volos
on the north-west coast as well as Romaniotes from Yanina (foannina) 1n the
western Epiros.” An [zmirli Sephardi is even credited with the origins of the
flea market in the Monastiraki section below the Acropolis which sits at the
confluence of the Plaka, the older Byzantine and Ottoman section, and the
modern nineteenth century town that grew up around it. The Greek gov-
ernment gave official recognition to the Jewish community in 1889. By this
time a second generation of Greek Jews was matriculating from the Univer-
sity of Athens and entering professional life, especially law and journalism.

A few Central European Jews came as merchants and professionals to
serve the new German King of Greece, Otto of the Bavarian Wirttelsbach
dynasty, alongside their Christian compatriots, such as a Jewish dentist
(Levi} and a Christian brewer (Fuchs = Fix beer). The best known was Max
de Rothschild, a financier who accompanied King Otto. Charles de Roth-
schild became president of the newly recognized community 1n 1890 and
the leadership henceforth alternated between local Greek Jews and Central
European Jews during the twentieth century. A British subject, David

Pacifico, became the centre of a cause célebre when his house was sacked by
an angry mob in 1847. Britain pressured Greece to compensate him and ulti-
mately sent warships to seize Greek merchant ships in Piraeus as indemnuty.
German Jewish and Christian scholars migrated to Greece to teach 1n the
local university and schools and to excavate the antiquities of the new
Kingdom. Perhaps the most famous was Protessor Karo whose distinguished
career as the head of the Deutsches Archidologisches Institut spanned some
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twenty years (until the nud 1930s). For a variety of political and economic
reasons the years between the two world wars would see an influx of Central
European Jewssh scholars, businessmen and technocrats immigrate to
Cireece.”

By the First Balkan War a small but wealthy and influential community
of Arthenian Jews led by Ashkenazim (Central European Jews)® was well
integrated into the Kingdom ot Greece and active in Greek society. Some of
them, moreover, were active supporters of the Cretan politician Elettherios
Venezelos, whose post-First World War and interwar political career was to
have such a great impact on the Jews of Thessaloniki. He himself maintained
close relations with his Jewish colleagues and was described by Moise Caime
m 1912 as his tniend, a man who liked Jews and respected the Jews of Thes-
salomik: for their potennal value to Greece, *a superior man who had no race
or religious prejudice’.’ Though small in number, the voices of Athenian
Jewry were heard as lobbyists for Thessaloniki Jewry in the Greek parlia-
ment during the interwar period."

The Jews of the West, the Epiros (‘peninsula’), have a shorter recorded
history than those ot either the South or the North. Primarily merchants, they
settled on the two major routes that criss-crossed Epiros, the Via Egnatia,
built by the Romans 1o connect the Ioman Sea with Byzantium on the
Bosphoros, and the north-south route from Navpaktos (Lepanto), Preveza
and Arta in the south through the metropolis of loannina into the villages of
southern Albania and ultimately to Dyrrachium {Durres or Durrazo), the
western emporium of Egnatia, Like the Jews of the South, the Jews of Epiros
and Akarnania were Romaniote, that is, Greek-speaking citizens of the
Byzantine Empire. They had their own synagogue rite and continued to speak
a local patois of Judeo-Greek to the present day.”” With the collapse of
communism n Albama, several hundreds ot these north Epirote Jews, who
had been trapped there since the 1940s, were successtully repatriated to Israel.

The recorded history of loannina Jewry begins in the early 1300s (although
local legends place Jews there in the ninth or tenth centuries) with two chryso-
bulla ot the Byzantine Emperor Andronikos II, one of 1319 promusing protec-
tion to the Jewish immigrants to the city, and one of 1321 confirming the rights
of the Church over some local Jews."” To these two groups must be added an
unmentioned but implied veteran autonomous community of indeterminate
ancestry. In later years immigrants from Corfu and Italy added their contribu-
ttons to the complexity of loannina’s Jewish commumty. Among the latter
were the extensive Matsas clan which reputedly introduced kaskaval cheese as
a family monopoly." Intermarriage with Sephardim from Thessaloniki and
Central Greece and the arrival of a few North Atrican Jews added more tradi-
tions, but soon all spoke and prayed in a seemungly homogeneous communiry.
The Jewish community lived alongside the Ottoman governors inside the

walled kastro, a practice repeated throughour the smaller communities of
Greece during the Tourkokratia.

:
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By the end of the nineteenth century there were some 1,5(]0.[_Iews 11}
loannina with an equal number in the 0ther+t0wns of the wi al};et E
loannina.!” The main marketplace was l_:mrned in 11.86.9., zlllegit—::dlyjr j tf f;
Turkish governor who wanted to modernize the city. “Thls ?’?"Sh a tralk,e i i (::n
the Jews proportionately as disastmps as the great fu'f: 0 e:ssl;: i‘:-m _
1917 to their co-religionists in that city. Almost half of the ]ewils_.h mm::nu‘
nity (840) was lefr homeless; most ot the stores were burned. 1' ree };La;a
later a series of riots against the Jews contributed to thte decline of the
community. With the opening of a highway between loannina anlcl fI;revnga,
Epirots began to emigrate, includingﬂ the Jews of Ioannina. They le hm ],_-(;i
their co-religionists in Alexandria, I:gypt‘and als::u. were draw_.vn to the gh !
mecca of the fin de siecle - New York City. Despite the emigrations, tf eh
were still some 4,000 Jews in loannina according to Fhe bullerlzls of t e
Alliance Israélite Universelle of 1904. In the following year ?OO\JWE
emigrated to Bucharest, Alexandria, Istanbul? ]erusalem,* and T?uew m:[ i:
Another 1,000 followed in 1906. The community !:hus lost its most eniearge ¢
reservoir and was left with the more cmnservatwe‘and religious element
which was to predominate through the next generation. o Creoce a

The Jews of western Greece shared with the Jews of qsczm;t ern ‘rieec.ein
Greek-speaking environment. However, tf}e former was stil pre-n;;c;l Elrn
chat the Ottomans remained in control until t_hf_: twentieth century. The latter
became a newly established part of a thxl'wmg nea-cla_smcal L‘Wllézatlﬂf
which, despite its German kingling, prided 1t:§elf as a parllamegt{iry hemi; |
racy. The Jews of Athens, at least those raised and edl:*ncate in the n y
environment, considered themselves Grgeks of the Israelite persuasion anf
adopted a secularized veneer in public. Despite the predominance O

Orthodox Christianity in Greek society, they did not teel thEIffls.El?ES to bflé
outsiders. whereas the Jews of western Greece suffered the v1c1551tuc:}ez md
othnic tensions with the subject Greek Orthndmg Fhat ﬂccasmnall_}f E)_(P Gh e :
in bicod libels against local Jewish communities. The hystf:riabut_ t ?St;
canards, which slowly spread west through the Ortoman Empire tfgir;n11:1_g:_,
with the Damascus Blood Libel of 1840, reached Corfu in 1891, par; ﬁ)mﬁ
cally twenty-seven years after the island was annexeFi byhthe t ;n;
mﬂﬁarchy. The Greek government, like the Ol.:mmgr} regime that prdece Ed
it, extended its formal protection to the ]gwmh citizens, an attitude a

policy that continued throughout the twenuﬁth century, .

The situation in northern Greece was quiie different. The Greek-speak

ing traditions of the Jews of Macednqia,_Thraae, and Central Gre.ece, ]::urncfrndl1
nent in Hellenistic times and contnuing through the Byzanune ﬁpenu :
virtually disappeared with the Ottoman conquests of thﬂ_flfteenthqc,m;miy.
In 1455 Suitan Mehmet I, the conqueror -::-f_ (,onsta.ntmnple (Istan 1u );_
ordered the deportation of the Greek-speaking Jewish communiues .m]
Thrace, Macedonia, and Central Greece to help_ repﬂpulgte his newqcaplta .
All of the tiny Jewish communities along the Via Egnana from Kastoria to
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I'hessalonikai and east to Constantinople as well as south along the Aegean
coasts were torcibly removed and identified for the next few centurifs as
siergiin, t_h;lt is, forcibly deported, and hence not free to relocate. In the 1470
census of the capital, the Romaniote Jews numbered some 1 iOb tamilies
nearly 10 per cent ot the city’s population.” i o
I_n the decade following the expulsion of the Jews from Spam in 1492, and
during the generation following the forced baptism of the Jews in Pﬂnuéal In
(498 (many of them Spanish retugees), Sephardim migrated eastwards to the
Ortmnqn Empire and were encouraged to settle in those areas devoid of Jews
chcg in the northern tier of Greece, in thar string of towns along the Vi ‘
t_gnqna with Thessaloniki as its centre, a transplanted medieval $ EEliSh s;:i".f':;i
lization flourished both commercially and intellectually until rhs l"WEHtiEt;l
century. From the fourteenth century onwards, Ashkenazi refugees from
Central Europe and through the nineteenth century a flood of Jews trom
:i{}utl’lt‘fﬂ Russia, the two major branches of Furopean Jews ~ Ashkenazim and
Sephardim — intermingied in the homeland of the Greek-speaking Romaniotes
qnd produced a vibrant renaissance of Jewish creativity that was intimatel
|1.nl<::djvith the fate and fortune of the Ottoman realm that welcomed themy
From Thessaloniki, Sephardi Jews radiated north to Bulgaria and Romani '
anq 5{Jut'h to the Land of Israel, both frontier provinces of the Ottomans b::
r_hr:lr main settlements ringed the Acgean Sea from Larisa in Central GI‘EE::E to
Iznﬁnr in western Turkey. The islands of the Dodecanese, which stretch like a
string of pearls off the western coast of Turkev, soon supported colonies of
Sephardi Jews; the most important of these was Rhodes, °
Thcssaluqiki, nestled in the north-west corner of the Aegean Sea enjoyed
her prosperity as the entrepot of rhe Balkans. Her Jewish p{; ulat};rnn
appeared shortly after the city was founded by Alexander the Greatznd wa
well known by New Testament times. From the twelfth century onwards (isf'
not the te_nrh), sources suggest a continuity of sectlement until the Ottoman
conquest in 1430 when its Jewish population was deported to Edirne. By the
51>.~:n:cnrh cencury, however, the community was growing and ﬂuu‘ris}l;in
ju’v’lth a new Jewish element. In the sixteenth cencury Thessaloniki was thg
1‘11telle¢::tu;11 capital ot the Jewish world, while her businessmen and manu?
tactories SElStaiHEd a textile industry that covered the trade routes of the
Ottoman Empire. The Spanish-speaking Jews formed a majority in the cit
mutnumbcring the Greek Christians and the Turkish Muslims. The wer);
able ro impose the rhythm of their religious calendar on the puls'e ot tl};e ¢l
I.IS m:f_u}lars and academies supplied leadership to all the Jewish cummm?:
tics of the_ Balkans, so much so that Thessaloniki was known as the ‘jewislh
metropohis’. The second period was at the end of the nineteenth centur
vt'hen northern Greece began ro westernize. The harbour walls of the nex::
city were removed and replaced by a wide esplanade thart provided a lovely
periptero for the citizens of the Jewish quarters that bordered the port Thz
Jewish population subsequently spread east along the gulf with the ;}Ider
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Roman/Byzantine centre becoming separated from the modern new suburbs
by the huge graveyard that had developed over the centuries east of the
Byzantine walls. In the new suburbs, a rich secular hterature in judaeo-Span-
ish blossomed to compete with the Hebrew and Aramaic classics of the older
centre that stretched within the remaining walls from the port to the Via
Egnatia. At the end of the nineteenth century Jewish Thessaloniki seemed
poised for a brilliant future as the capital city of a newly renascent Balkans.
History would decree otherwise.

Three islands define the borders of the Greek world: Corfu, Crete, and
Rhodes.* Subject to a congeries of rulers during late Byzantine and Ottoman
times the predominant foreign influence was Venetian. Indeed, the Jews ot
Corfu spoke more Italian than Greek; likewise after 1912, the Jews of
Rhodes spoke more Italian than Judaeo-Spanish; and, until the eighteenth
century, the Jews of Crete constituted part of the urban orbit of a coloniz-
ing Venice. The same influence held true for the Jews of Euboea (Negro-
ponte) which was heavily Italianized during the late Byzantine period. This
intimacy of the island Jews with the Iralians in the port cities of Corfu, Crete,
and Rhodes would ill prepare them for the harshness of the German occu-
pation that replaced that of the Italians in September 1943.

During the First World War, Venezelos succeeded in making Thessaloniki
the capital of his provisional pro-Allied government in contradistinction to
the king in Athens who sympathized with the Central Powers.” Two events
contributed to the crippling of the large and powertul Jewish community of
the city. One was the great fire of 1917 which levelled the central portion of
the city down to the port destroying homes, businesses, centres of learning,
libraries, and commercial institutions. In the wake of this destruction, the
Athens government confiscated much of the area as an archaeological site.
From this blow the community never recovered. On the eve of their depor-
ration in 1943 over half the Jews were indigent and still living in the tem-

porary housing supplied by American Jewish Joint Distribution Commaittee
funds after the First World War. The exodus of prosperous Sephardi mer-
chants, which had begun at the turn of the twentieth century — many to
France — continued and accelerated. The poor remained, subsisting on Greek
government and American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee subsidies.”

The second blow followed upon the Greek Catastropbe in Asia Minor 1n
1922. Venizelos directed a large migration of Asia Minor Greeks to Thessa-
loniki, a measure which placed tremendous burdens on the intrastrucrure of
the city. In addition, the Jewish community was pressured to Hellenize its
school curriculum and to release needed areas to the civil government. In

particular, the city demanded more and more of the huge graveyard located
just east of the Byzantine walls. Part of this graveyard had been given over
to the Ottoman administration for a school. Now the Greeks wished to
expand this school into a university. The question was resolved during the
Second World War when the city gained total control of the area. Today, the
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university — cen_tra]ly located in its prime real estate - occupies nearly all of
Fi1c arca ot the tormer graveyard. Visitors can still see tragments of e yita hs
i Hebrew a.n_d Judaeo-Spanish built into the walkways and emb ﬁ hP b
the ga‘rdcns of that prestigious institution.*’ | SO
This last observation leads us to the agony of the experience of th
Jews of @r{:ccc during the Second World War,'a tragedy that brought tﬁ
a close 450 years ot a glorious Sephardi diaspora and nearly ended% 508
vears ot a Jewish presence in Greece. First let me summarize the tra:ed
gnd then outline the Jewish contributions to Greece during the warbanz
s aftermath.” The outlines of Greece’s agony under the Axis are n
:U-.-’ldﬁ'i}f' known. An excellent introduction to this pertod 1s now avail b?t
113 Pvlflrk Mazower’s Inside Hitler’s Greece (London 1993} wl?i E
contains, tnter alia, the best summary to date of the ]e,wfsh fat,e undc
Fhﬂ Axis. More detailed information can be found in the author’ "IEIT
1% F[ht‘ tncyclopedia of the Holocaust. S
The deanrh and death (to paraphrase Thucvdides;) broughr to Greece from
the north attected Jews and non-jews alikc,'although the Jews received an
vXtra measure ot sutfering due to the anti-Semitic policies of the Nazis and
the enstavement of the young men of Thessaloniki who were sent out te
repair the raiiroads thart the British destroyed during their retreakt in 1941 ]
The Bulgarian plot to depopulate Thrace, which it had been allowed l'-ﬂ
OCCUpy as war spotls for supporting the Axis, resulted in the eviction of som
30,000 Christians, the killing of thousands of others, and the deportati ?
some 4,000 Jews trom Serres, Kavala, Komotini, X}anthi and tﬁe is!alx?cli] Gf
hasos. This deportation resultted from a deal made by the Bulgarians w'?h
Adnlph Eichmann’s emissary. Eichmann received the directive n:!: remov tIh
| Cws trom the Balkans now threatened by the expected Soviet advance EFGE
lowing Rommel’s deteat at EI Alamein and the encirclement of the Ge;'m
army at Stalingrad, Hitler reorganized his defence of the Balkans. It was noan
time for the Jews to go. Most of those in Yugoslavia were al;ead 0 c
m‘ther under lralian protection, butchered in Croatia. or killed ybg ?lfj
Wehrmacht in reprisal executions, or deported to Aus::hwirz whereythee
were mostly gassed to death. Theodore Danneker was sent ro Sofia to or an}j
ize the removal of the Bulgarian Jews. The Bulgarians agreed to the remg al
uf 2‘.0,{}(‘_}0 tor forced labour in Germany. These would be supplied f{:m
(_,n:ek Fhrace (4,000), Yugoslav and Greek Macedonia (8,000) al::ld the r?;
from _the pre-war kingdom of Bulgaria. The latter were HZ:WEI” surrendered
l'he tormer, however, were arrested on Passover 1943 and entrained mt
barged to Vienna whence they were sent to Treblinka, the killing centre built
tor the Warsaw Ghetto. There were no survivors, although the crates of food
they brought for their sustenance alleviated the famine that was decimazi r
theltewvs]ave workers in that camp. The latter soon revolted in a2 mass esca -
which torced the Germans to close down that killing centre in favo hf EE
megakilhng factory in Auschwitz/Birkenau.? T
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Since late autumn of 1941 the order for the deportation ot the Salonican
Jewish community was in the Wehrmacht pipehine.” The actual process was
organized by Eichmann’s emissary, Dieter Wisliceny. The Chief Rabbi ot
Saloniki, Dr Zvi Koretz, who had been hired in the mid 1930s after a rebel-
lion among the younger generation of Jewish leaders who wished to mod-
ecnize the rabbinate, had been made President of the Judenrat in December
of 1942. He was brought back from a prison in Vienna where he had been
interned by the Germans ostensibly for his public support of the Greek gov-
ernment during the Iralian bombing artacks on Thessaloniki.?* Eichmann’s
decrees were handed over by Wisliceny to Dr Max Merten, the German civil-
0 liaison with the Greek communities, who, in turn, delivered them to
Koretz for promulgation and enforcement.

Thus, throughout February 1943, the Niirnburg Laws were introduced
into Thessaloniki. By mid-March the deportations began, despite the
protests of the representative of the [nternational Committee of the Red
Cross and the Grecek authorities. (It was not until June that the Germans
were able finally to evict the former from his post).” Within three months
the Jews of Greek citizenship, numbering some 48,000, were deported to
Auschwitz/Birkenau. In May, another train carried the Jews of Alexan-
droupolis, Didymoteikhon and Nea Soufli to their deaths. They were later
joined by 1,500 Jewish males who had done slave labour near Thebes and
other rail stations. Of these deportees over 80 per cent were gassed to death
on arrival and cremated. The Judenrat and many Jews who held Spansh it-
izenship were deported to Bergen-Belsen in June where they were held tor
exchange, either tor German detainees from the old German Templar
colonies in Palestine or prisoners ot war.”

With the surrender of ltaly in September 1943 the axe began to fall on
the Jews of that zone of occupation. Previously, the Iralians had retused to
co-operate with the demands of the Gestapo and later of Eichmann to per-
secute and deport the Jews of their occupied zone. This complicated story
has been told elsewhere, most recently by Jonathan Steinberg in his tasci-
nating study of Italian-German relations entitled All or Nothing (L.ondon,
1990). It was not until Passover of 1944 that the Jews of the former Italian
zone were deported to Auschwitz/Birkenau. In June, the Jews of Crete mys-
teriously disappeared. Recent scholarship suspects their ship which also
included Iralian prisoners of war was sunk by a British submarine; the tra-
dirional view is that the Germans were responsible.”” The Jews of Cortu and
Rhodes were deported in June and July/August 1944 respectively.

In all, some 60,000 Greek Jews were deported. Twelve thousand were
selected for slave labour or for usually lethal medical experiments either n
Auschwitz or in other camps such as Majdanek and Dachau and a host ot
less well known camps. Of those deported only 2,000 survived the war to
return home to a strife-filled Greece. We will examine the larter’s fate atter
we rehearse the role of Jews in the Greek struggles against the Axis.
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| The story of the Jews in Greece during the war years has rwo aspects: one
15 t_h.t'l contribution of Greek Jews to the overall efforts both in military- and
civillan support; the other is the role of non-Greek Jews in Greece during the
war years. Greek Jews are extremely proud of their service to Greece durin
the Second World War, both on the battlefield and in military and civiliargl
support services. The nanion honoured them during the Iealian campaign in
Al.bama, and Metaxas (dictator of Greece between 1936 and January 1941)
raised _Cﬂlﬂnel Frizis of Chalkis to the rank of national hero following his
c_ieath in battle. The government later tried to protect Jewish war invalids
trom deportation, a group otherwise covered by the Geneva Conventions. but
to no avail. Their prosthetic limbs are prominently displayed in the musizum
at Aus;hwitz. Atter their demobilization, most of the Greek Jews walked
home trom Albania to their families and their pre-war occupations. Some
however went to the mountains along with Cretans and Serbs and others who
could not make it home.
l‘:)un.ng the rise and organization of the resistance movement under the
aegls of EAM/ELAS (a combined republican, socialist and communist front)
more and more Jews found their way into the mountains.® Few escaped fron;
the tgn.:r:d labour battalions due to the heavy reprisals against those who
remained. Many of the youth who were led to safety returned later to their
homes out of familial obligations, a strong Sephardi trait -~ or were called
hackl by their mothers who went into the hills surrounding loannina to
rcclalnn their_children. Throughout 1943 and 1944, a minimum of 600 to a
Maximum ot 1,000 Greek Jews out of an estimared 30,000 andartes (guer-
rillas) tought with the resistance.® Many thousands were in support tacilities
such as logistics, or acted as translators, nurses, doctors or spies. Others WEI‘(‘;
recruiters for the mountain fighters, while university students helped organize
agrmultt}ral co-operatves in the villages. Others remained in the cities where
they assisted EAM resistance through their educated skills. Too many others
5c.n-'¢_:d and died anonymously, as Joseph Matsas has recalled recently in his
surting memorial, In all, the story of the Jews in the Greek resistance is still
untold, bur this 1s not the forum however to recount many fascinating and
heroic tales. That has been done elsewhere.* °
~ To the Greek Jews in the resistance we should add the following: refugees
trqm Central Europe who were either trapped in Greece or WEI’(:“.‘ escagped
prisoners of war from the British Expeditionary Force. Many of the latter
tought in Yugoslavia as well as in Greece. Their contributions and identities
are relatively unknown,

The non-Greek Jewish contribution to the war period 1s generally
unknown. To begin with, some 2,500 Palestinian Jews (and some Arabs)
were u'{;lunpcers in the British Expeditionary Force sent to Greece in 1941
.I hese constituted engineer and sapper units since Palestinian Jews, for pﬂlit:
lL‘I:II reasons, were not allowed in fighting units. Even so a speciai squad of
highly rrained Jews was sent on secret missions to Greece during the war.
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The British Government felt that only fighting units, as in the First World
War, were entitled to claim political spoils upon victory. Needless to say,
many of these volunteers during the chaos of the semi-controlled retreat
fought with discarded weapons in hand. About 1,500 of these Palestinians
were abandoned on the beaches of Kalamata and became prisoners ot war:
some were sent to Stalags in Germany, others escaped to fight with the
andartes and partisans for the duration of the war.”

An interesting point that has vet to enter the literature is the role of two
Jewish commanders who fought under the British flag. One was Colonel E.
C. W. Myers who was drafted from the Haifa War College to command the
special mission to blow up the Gorgopotamos railway viaduct.” After the
successful completion of this mission, his brief was extended to harness the
resistance to the British war effort. From November 1942 to the summer of
1943 he succeeded in forging a union of the National Bands of the resist-
ance, whereupon he was relieved of his command and replaced by C. M.
Woodhouse, a young Oxford classicist who followed a more political line.

The second was Myers’ cousin, General Bernard Freyberg, who
commanded the British defence of Crete during the terrible ten days of May
1941. The tragedy of that debacle was thar it was more politically motivated
than militarily controlled. On the very day that Freyberg was given the
command to organize the defence of Crete, he was informed that the Royal
Navy would offlift his fighting army to Egypt. At the same time he was fully
informed through British intelligence that had cracked the German Enigma
Code where and when the Wehrmacht would invade. In hindsight Crete could
have been saved and countless Cretan victims avoided. But history does not
countenance hindsight especially if one is competing uphill. In that situation
only the brave dead are exploited for posterity. This is not the forum to
rehearse the follies of British policies during the war. After all, the Allies won,
and, in the Aegean, Britain fought alone, but less like a lion than a clever
iackal. Nonetheless she fought, occasionally stupidly, to the detriment ot her
own subjects as well as to the detriment of the indigenous Christian and
Jewish Greeks, for example in the abortive campaign to capture the Dode-
canese in 1943, and in the process consciously sowed the seeds for the end of
her empire.”* History may well honour her choices more than the survivors.

But the historiography of Greece, at least until Mazower’s aforementioned
study, follows a Thucydidean pattern of Right-Lefr conflict.* Within this

framework we must conclude our survey with the post-war vicissitudes of the
Greek Jewish community which continue to affect its public posture to the
present day. These follow two different tracks: one is emigration, the other 1s
restoration.

The pattern of emigration was established during the war. Too few Jews
escaped from the death warrant issued by Hitler and Himmler and imple-
mented by the Gestapo and the Wehrmacht. Those that did escape were not
drawn from the poor masses of Greek Jewry. Rather most of the escapees

A
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were nnlddle class Jews, many of whom held foreign passports whether
l[;llll;l{], >panush or various South American ones.” The story began in Thessa-
]"”"l_“ with the blanket issue to Sephardi Jews of Spanish passports and
mngnucd with the open-handed aid of the Italian consulate, the last sympa-
{hL‘Fl'{C non-German authority extant in the city. | T
_lhnse who made it to the Italian zone succeeded in late 1943 and 1944 in
l)tj:];_; rescued through a unique Palestinian Jewish-FLAS agn;ement which
,.pf'“d one gold sovereign tor each Jew transported from Euboea to Cegme in
lurkey. From there they were transported via Syria to Gaza retugee CEI.I'?'I S OF
[ ;1}1c_1rher dﬁ_'n?nti::m centre in the Sinai desert, From these camps, some l:..rere
Li rrahﬂqi to Brmgh or Greek ;nilitary service, others deserted or defl:cted to the
Palestinian Jewtsh community. In other words they returned to their ancestral
homeland for which they later fought and otherwise contributed bravely to its
resurrected independence. Not that the trip was easy; too many were bet{'a ed
robbed by unscrupulous Greeks, or sunk in their caiques by German a};rﬂi
boats. Incidently, a number of Greek politicians, including George Pz. an-
dreou, and high ranking military officers escaped via chis network Accorflin
to sources, ELAS was paid one gold sovereign for these as well.* | °
jthn the Germans evacuated Greece, the civil war which had been fes-
tering under the scab of German occupation broke forth in all the fury which
was to rear Greece apart for the next five years and poison its politics for
the nexe half century. After the Varkiza Agreement, which concluded the
‘m_;und round’ of internecine conflict, the Jews who were artached to ELAS
umits demobilized and returned home along with those who had hid in the
:]1:1}111(:11’115. There they tound their homes occupied by Greek squatters while
their wartime records were prosecuted by Rightist authorities. Many Jews
were imprisoned; some others shot. The government recognized the neces-
s1ty ot jewish participation in ELAS for the express purpose of survival and
SO e:-;m.n.ptcd them from involvement in the incipient civil war. Yet local
authorities conninued therr purge and many young Jews were d;afted INto
povernment torces to fight against the Communists.

On a number ot accounts, then, Jews welcomed the option to leave Greece
Many, who recognized the politics of the anti-Communist campaigns o?
| 946—49 yet loyally served in them, left for Israel where they could realize an
anceseral dream of redemption. Added to these were the handful who returned
rrom the camps. The first survivors from Auschwitz were deemed crazy on
accounr ot the incomprehensible stories they told. The average Greek exerzises
hyperbole as normatve discourse. Hence the minimal description of the gas
t.-l.nunbcrs and ovens must have seemed as hyperbole to those who sta edgin
(:Ir:_t-:cu and who themselves had sutfered tremendously in the resisranc; or in
hiding. Indeed, the latter even accused the survivors of betraying their families
by abandoning them to go to Germany! Such things happened and I only report
thf:rnl‘l to the audience. History cannot perfect a reality based on hindsigyht ’

I'ne question is whether the pressure of the civil war, the psychﬂlngicai loss
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of family and home, the hostility of the local population, and the call of the
Zionist effort to establish a haven for survivors were sufficient to set In
motion a mass exodus of Greek Jews to Palestine after 1945. True, there were
in Greece some 10,000 Jews, most of whom had come out of hiding or out of
the mountains after the German evacuation of Greece. Others consisted of
survivors who came back, handful by handful, from the German camps, each
with a different set of tragic experiences. But why did half of Greek Jewry
leave Greece to migrate illegally and legally in the decade following the end of
the Second World War?

This brings us to another story of the modern expenence of Jews in Israel
before the re-establishment of an independent state after nearly 1,900 years
of minority status among the nations of the world. I refer here to the in-
gathering of the exiles, a biblical vision of redemption that was made con-
crete as a fundamental concept of modern Zionism and has been to the
present day a central policy of the State of Israel as well as a priority agenda
item of world Jewry. The question facing Jews was what to do with the
100,000 concentration camp survivors and the other 150,000 Jews who
came out of hiding among the resistance or returned from the refuge they
had taken in the Soviet cities of Central Asia? It was clear from post-war
massacres that they were no longer welcome in eastern Europe.

The first stage of the solution was to bring as many Jews as possible to
Palestine both for humanitarian and for practical political reasons. It should
he remembered that the British White Paper which had restricted Jewish immi-
eration to Palestine was still in effect until 15 May 1948. Thus the Palestinian
Jews sent in agents to organize the potential illegal immigrants for tlight
(bribab as it is called in Hebrew or Aliyab Beth) to Palestine. Groups were
organized and brought to the Mediterranean shores of Italy and Greece via
snow covered mountain passes. From these ports unseaworthy ships over-
crowded with destitute refugees who had suffered both the camps and post-
liberation persecution challenged the Royal Navy in a contest in which the pen
was mightier than the sword.

What is of interest to us here is that as these illegal groups approached
national borders in eastern and central Europe as well as the Balkans, the
participants were told to speak only Hebrew which was subsequently ident-
fied by the guides to the guards as Greek(!), since the latter were entitled to
free transportation and unfettered border crossings n their capacity as repa-
triating forced labourers from the Third Reich. Contrary then to the actual
figures of forced labour from Greece, the number of returnees to Greece and
ltaly formally identified as Greeks was clearly beyond any statistical reality.
Paradoxically, there was no diplomatic protest from Greece to speak of, if we
recall, in comparison, the pressures of the British Government on the Metaxas
dictarorship to halt a similar flight of refugees to Palestine via Greece in the

years immediately prior to the war.”
Hence | would suggest that in addition to the local reasons why Greek Jews
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nught have been willing to leave Greece afrer the German evacuartion, no less
should be taken into consideration the swelling numbers of Yiddish-sbeakinhg
_]c.:w?, whose exodus via Greece was efficiently organized by the Palestinian
] ::u-'.u-;h ittelligence services and financed by the American Jewish Joint Distri-
bunon Commirtee.™ The former simply became part of the larger movement
(s Palestine. As an aside, these organizers entered Greece under cover of the
Linited Nations Rehiet and Rehabilitation Agency (UNRRA) medical team
which consisted of 34 Palestintan Jewish ductdrs, riursr:s.. and aids.” The team
was divided into three groups, each under the banner of the Red Star of David
medical symbol (to this day still not formally recognized by the Red Cross):
one arculated through the Peloponnese dispensing medicines and giving.r
freatment to the local population; a second remained tn Athens to help reor-
panize the Jewish community and recover orphan children as well as trear
medically the local population; and a third established itself at Siderokastro to
trear and direct any retugees returning via Bulgaria.

Lhis brings us 1o the close of our historical survey of Greek Jewry, the
da::;.n_*uctit'm of the age-old communities, and the exodus of most Dl‘ the
SUIVIVOrs. We can begin, 1 hope, 1o understand the politics and concerns of
those who are m Greece today struggling with the twin burdens of managing
r_hr: Icg,_;:u:}' of the war vears and so sustaining an organized community in the
face of declining numbers. It is no wonder thar pundirs ot the past ger{eratimn
have prophesied the end of Greek Jewry. As an historian, it has been myv task
to outline the tremendous changes thar have crippled the Greek Jéwish
community in the twentieth century. What will be tomorrow I leave to their
SUCCESSOTS Lo etfect and to mine to chronicle. Their brief will have to include
the story ot Greek-Israch diplomanc experience and joint economic adven-
tures as well as the ramitications and pressures of the Arab-Israeli dispute on
the Greek Jewish community of Athens. But we have to stop somewhere. . .

Notes

I A hise torwarded 1o me by Dr Michael Matsas, whom | wish to thank here for
his courtesy and assistance, contamns the following current figures:

Athens 3,524
Fhessalonik 1,012
[.arsa 4(}3
Volos {2

Trkala 80
Khalkis Y()
Kardirsa | ]
Kerkvra 45
[Gannina 92
Rhodes 35
Total 3419

| cannot account tor the discrepancy of three (5,422 1s correct st
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A list of all the demographic information then avaiable trom the end of the
19th century to 1980 may be found in my essay ‘Jews mn War-Time Greece’,
Jewish Social Studies (1986), 46-62.

This is an intriguing story that involves tocal post-war Greek politics and nego-
tiations with the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem based on mutual war-ume activi-
ries between the Cairo based Greek government-in-exile and the Jewish Agency
in Jerusalem and their respective counterparts in [ ondon.

The leadership emerged out of a strong group of Zionists who spent the war
dedly preserved contacty
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after the war between Greece and Israel.

el

a number of violent terrorist incy-

The Arab-Israeli dispute has been the cause of

“Jents in Athens in the past. On the other hand, I recall discussions with Greeks

displaced from Egypt who supported Israel as God’s rod against Arab xeno-
phobia. In depth studies of Israeli-Greek relations have been noticeably lacking
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from the scholarly literature.

There is a dearth of material in western languages on Greek Jewry during the
Tourkokraria. The reader of Hebrew is better serviced. For the earlier Byzantine
period, the works ot Joshua Starr, The Jews in the Byzantine Empire, 641-1204
(Athens, 1939), and of the author, The Jews of Byzantium, 1204-1453
(Tuscaloosa, 1985), contain the basic documents and orlentaton.

Sephardim were descendants of the Ibenan exiles of 1492 and later Spantsh-
speaking migrants to the Ottoman realm. Romaniotes were descendants of the
Greek-speaking citizens of Byzantium.

This topic is explored more fully in my ‘Germans and Jews in Interwar Greece’
(see note 32 below).

Ashkenazim refer to Yiddish-speaking Jews of northern Europe, the bulk of
whom come from Poland. The migration to Greece of Central European Jews
followed in the wake of the general migration mentioned previously.

Alhance Israélite Universelle, Gréce, IBI Athénes 1887/1932: letter Caime 1o
Bigart.

The otherwise excellent study of George Mavrogordartos, Sullborn Republic:
Social Coalitions and Party Strategies in Greece, 1922-1936 (Berkeiey, 1983},
is occasionally misleading about the Jewish story. Joseph Nehama wrote exten-
sive reports on the local situation which are housed in the archive of the Alliance
Isradlite Universelle in Paris. A censored summary of these appears in his multi-
volume Histoire des Juifs de Salonique. Several of his reports have been pub-
lished by Aron Rodrigue, Images of Sephardi and Eastern Jewnies in Transition:
The Teachers of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, 1860-1939 (Seattle, 1993),
236, 248(t.

Rae Dalven, The Jews of loannina, {Philadelphia, 1990), 105-12.

Cf. my Jews of Byzantium, 25tt.

Family tradition related to me by Dr Michael Matsas.

The outline for the following section 1s indebted to the late Rachel Dalven’s The
Jews of loanmna.

Ibid., 31t.

Cf. Jews of Byzantium, 174tt, 184, 193.

We exclude Cyprus from this discussion since 1ts connection with Greek and
Palestinian Jewish history dates from the period after the Second World War.
Cf. Rena Motho, ‘The Jewish Community of Salonika and its INCOTPOration Mo
che Greek State 1912-19°, Middle Eastern Studies, XXIV {1988) 391-403.
Cf. author’s ‘The Great Powers and the Jews: British and French Consuis on
Interwar Greek Jewry’, Proceedings of the Tenth World Congress of Jewish
Studies. Division B, Il (Jerusalem, 1990) 379-86.
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CH . Nehama and M, Molho, I Menzorios (Thessaloniky, 1948) and subse.
quent editions i Hebrew and Greek The cornculum dispute 1s outlined i
cscruciating detail i the Nehama tiles Jocated i the AIU archives n Paris.

A prelimmary outhne of this tragedy 1s contamed in the Fuovclopedi of the
Heolocaiest, s.v: Greece, Salonika, Arhens, Thrace, ete.

The Bulganan story has been ott told although never in connecton with the
rotal Balkan picture or within the context of the whole castern tront. The most
detailed siudy i English of the Bulgarian archival material s in Frederick B.
Charty, The Bulgarian feres and the Final Solution (Pittsburgh, 19721, The last
contribunion of Thracian Jewryv at Treblinka was recorded by Claude Lanzrnann
in has bilm Shoak,

Reported to me by Protessor Christopher Browning,.

His son Arie Koretz told mie that it was because the Germans thought hun part
ot the Masonic conspiracy m Greece.

The story, based on documents 1 Geneva, is given in my “Another nighteous
genule’, Cincomuati fewwrsh Revice (Spring 1994} Thets, 1 (1996). CE. Jean-
Clavude Faver, Une nussionr mmpossibile? Le CICR, les deportations of les canips
de concentration nazs {Lausanne, 19881, 2353-6.

Ct. Encyclopedia of the Holocaust, s.v., Greece, Salonika, Thrace.

Judith Humphrey, “The Jews of Crete under German occupation 1941-44 : i,
Billetin of Judaeo-Greek Studies, V {1989), 18=26; *“The sinking of the Danac
off Crete in June 1944°, 1bid., IX (1991), 19-34,

The story 1s more tully examined in Michael Matsas, The Hiusion of Safets,
(New York, 19971,

The lower tigure 15 the cautious estimate ot Joseph Matsas, of. “The participation
ot the Greek Jews in the Natonal Resistance’, Journal of the Hellenic Diaspora,
XVIL (1991} 55-68. He died before publishing more detailed figures. Michael
Matsas has collected considerable oral data in s The Hiusion of Safety,

The ssues of Chronika, the organ of KIS in Athens, often have articles on the
Jews i the Resistance. Miriam Novitch collected a number of Resistance mem-
otrs in 1959, l.e passage des barbares, 2ad ed. (Paris, 1967). Sec previous note.
Some of thewr story from the 1930515 i my *Germans and Jews in interwar
Greece’, my ] Ko Hassious, ed., The Jervish Conmunities of Soutbeastern Firope
from the Fifteenth Century to the Lnd of World War 1T (Thessaloniki, 1997,
75-86; further material will appear in my book The Agomy of Greek Jewry.
Most ot the material on these units 1s in Hebrew i the form of memaotrs.

See L G W Myers, Greek Entanglement, 2nd ed. {Gloucester, 19835,

Ct. author's “Could the Dodekanist Jews Have Been Saved?” Newsietter of the

Jereish Musernm of Greece, 26 (Winter 1989) 1-2.

See Mazower's comments, Truside Hitler's Greece, 427,

The Central Zionist Archives i Jerusalem contain the lists of Jews escaping
from Greece to Turkey with their passport attiliation.

Ct. Zeev Vemia Hadari, Against All Odds Istanbul 19421945 {(Israel, Ministry
of Detence, 1992) 63f (in Hebrew). Ehud Avriel, Openr the Gates (New York,
F975) was the hirst to relate the Papandreou story.

See my ‘Germans and Jews in Interwar Greece' and in gencral Bernard Wasser-
stein, Britam and the [ews of Furope 19391945 (1.ondon, 1979).

Cf. Tad Szulc, The Secret Alliance: The Extraordinary Story of the Rescue of the
Jervs since World War 1 {(New York, 1991}, Though the book is pepular, the
author provides a sweeping overview of material that can be substantiated trom
archival sources; ¢t. Yehudah Baucr, American Jewry and the Holocaust. The
Amierican fewish Joint Distribution Connnittee, 1939-1945 (Detroit, 1981).
The documentation for this story 15 in the Haganah Archives in Tel Aviv.
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