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Fig. 136 | Aerial photograph of the 1980s, showing the complex of Basilica C (of Prelate Peter) at Thessalian Thebes with its two earlier phases (Basilica H and Basilica G). 1: apse of

Basilica H; 2: apse of Basilica G; 3: apse of Basilica C; 4: the bishop’s residence; 5: the great baptistery; 6: the small baptistery; 7: area of the south stoa of the atrium, reused as a

school (?); 8: bath; 9: city walls. 
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T
he city of Thebes in Thessaly
(modern Nea Anchialos) stands out
as an Early Christian city par

excellence, since, according to both written
sources and the archaeological record, it
developed and flourished during the exact
period when Christianity emerged and
came to dominate the civic environment of
Greek settlements as the new social order. 

Thessalian Thebes was situated on the
western coast of the Pagasetic Gulf, roughly
11 miles (18 km) southwest of Demetrias
and 43 miles (70 km) southeast of Larissa.
It succeeded Pyrassos, the Hellenistic and
Roman seaport of Phthiotic Thebes,
situated “20 stades” (ca. 5 miles [8 km])
farther inland.2 Phthiotic Thebes was the
major competitor of Demetrias (founded
293 B.C.), and Philip V (238–179 B.C.),

who favored Demetrias, destroyed both the
city and its seaport in 217 B.C. Phthiotic
Thebes seems to have recovered from this
destruction, and was reoccupied to some
extent from around the first to fourth
centuries. The archaeological record
indicates that Pyrassos also started to regain
its former importance, at least from about
the early second century. It seems that
under the favorable conditions of the Pax
Romana and the influence of Christianity,
which favored new locations free of the
visible remains of pagan temples, the
inhabitants of Phthiotic Thebes moved
gradually to Pyrassos, the new site not only
replacing the inland city but also
appropriating its name—Thebes. The old
name Pyrassos must have fallen into
oblivion well before the beginning of the

fourth century, since the first recorded
bishop of the city appears among the
participants of the First Council of Nicaea
in 325 as ∫ÏÂfiÓÈÎÔ˜ £Ë‚ˆ͂Ó.3 The new
name also appears in funerary inscriptions
and on numerous inscribed bricks of the
fourth and fifth centuries found during
excavations at Nea Anchialos4 (fig. 137). 

In the Synekdemos of Hierokles, a
geographical listing of all the cities of the
Eastern Roman Empire dated before 535,
Thessalian Thebes (henceforth simply
Thebes) ranks third among the cities of the
province of Thessaly, one of the six
provinces of the diocese of Macedonia under
the Praefectura Praetorio per Illyricum.5 The
plethora of archaeological vestiges unearthed
in Nea Anchialos attests to the civic
character of Thebes, its role as an important

OLGA KARAGIORGOU

“Christian” or “Thessalian” Thebes: 

the Port City of Late Antique Thessaly1

Fig. 137 | Bricks with the inscription ∂∫∫§‘(ËÛ›·˜) £∏µ‘(ˆ͂ Ó) (of the Church of Thebes).

Nea Anchialos, Archaeological Collection.
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Fig. 138 | Topographical map of Nea Anchialos showing the excavated remains of Thessalian Thebes (based on Karagiorgou 2001b, fig. 2, and Dina 2009, fig. 2).
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(intramural)

A (of St. Demetrios)

B (of Bishop Elpidios)

C (of Prelate Peter) 

with two earlier phases: H and G

I  (in the city’s north quarter)
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religious center, and its prosperity
throughout Late Antiquity as one of the
major port cities on the Aegean Sea.
Systematic excavations on the site since the
1920s have brought to light parts of the
city’s fortifications, a total of eight basilicas
(one of them with two earlier building
phases) with their annexes, remains of the
city’s public and domestic architecture, as
well as its portions of city’s arterial and
secondary roads, its water supply and
drainage systems, and numerous graves of
its extensive cemeteries6 (fig. 138).

The Fortifications

The almost 1¼-mile- (2-km-) long
walls defended an area of roughly 61 acres
(25 hectares), including part of the city, the
north half of the acropolis, and the port;
another large section of the city stretched
outside the walls. There were land walls of
rubble masonry 6 feet (1.90 m) thick
reinforced with square towers, and sea
walls of large, worked stones 7½ feet (2.30
m) thick reinforced with semicircular
towers. One of the city gates has been
located north of the acropolis, two more
discovered on the north and northwest
side of the enclosure (leading to the

extramural cemeteries), and a fourth may
have given access to the area south of the
atrium of Basilica C. The main road
linking Thebes to the surrounding
countryside and other cities must have
passed through a gate possibly located to
the southeast of the acropolis (near Basilica
B) and its counterpart to the west, not far
from the east end of Basilica C (fig. 138:g,
g?). The original phase of the city’s
fortifications, built in opus isodomum, has
been dated to the Roman period, but
various repairs and later adjustments are
also discernible.7 By the middle of the
third century the city’s defense system
must have been fully functioning, since
Thebes was among the Thessalian cities
that withstood the Gothic invasion in
269.8 Prokopios informs us that Justinian
renovated the fortifications of Thebes, and
these works must have taken place shortly
before the middle of the sixth century.9

The Archaeology of the City
Intra Muros

Thebes’s most prominent features are
its ecclesiastical buildings: the four extra-
and the four intramural basilicas (one of
them with two earlier phases) clearly

illustrate Christianity’s impact on the city
and reflect its important ecclesiastical
status.10 Thebes was an episcopal city
under the metropolis of Larissa, and the
names of seven of its bishops between the
fourth and sixth centuries are known.11 It
has been proposed that the religious needs
of the first Christian community at
Thebes, at the very beginning of the fourth
century, may have been served by the
modest three-aisle building without apse
that was discovered in the southwest
sector of the city, next to the walls12 (fig.
138:2). The same building, however, has
also been interpreted as a (possibly) private
church of the first half of the sixth
century.13 On account of the still uncertain
function and date of this admittedly
peculiar construction, the earliest securely
identified Christian basilica at Thebes is
the so-called Basilica H (fig. 136:1 and fig.
138:C), also in the southwest sector of the
city, next to the walls. 

Excavation reports on the site of
Basilica H indicate that this came into
being after the remodeling, around the
middle of the fourth century, of a Late
Roman building with mosaic floors with
geometric patterns, which had, in its turn,
succeeded an earlier and slightly larger
structure.14 After the destruction of Basilica
H (possibly during the Ostrogothic raids
of the third quarter of the fifth century),15 a
larger basilica (Basilica G) with floors
consisting of marble (central aisle) and clay
slabs (side aisles) was erected on the same
spot, some 2 feet (60 cm) above the mosaic
floors of Basilica H16 (fig. 136:2 and fig.
138:C). At a later stage, possibly during the
reign of Justinian (527–65), Basilica G was
succeeded by an even larger one (Basilica
C), erected some 32 inches (80 cm) above
the floor level of its predecessor (fig. 136:3
and fig. 138:C). The two basilicas (G and
C) that succeeded Basilica H both
extended farther to the east than their
predecessors (Basilica G by 28 feet [8.47
m], Basilica C by 25 feet [7.43m]).17

Given its overall dimensions (290 x 88
feet [88.50 x 26.80 m], including its two
narthexes and atrium to the west) and
lavish decoration, Basilica C is by far the
largest and most imposing church that has

Fig. 139 | Fold-type impost capital of Constantinopolitan style. From Basilica C at Thessalian Thebes. Nea Anchialos,

Archaeological Collection.
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come to light in Thebes so far18 (fig. 136).
The church was decorated with marble
slabs (center aisle), mosaic floors (side
aisles), frescos, and marble furnishings of
the highest quality. The openwork impost
capitals of the “fold” type in the naos, in
particular, are directly linked to
Constantinopolitan workshops in terms of
both material (Prokonnesian marble) and
workmanship19 (fig. 139). Some years later,
possibly around the end of the sixth
century, certain repairs were carried out in
Basilica C at the initiation and expense of
the hierarch (prelate) Peter, as duly
recorded in the metrical mosaic inscription
in its south aisle.20 The whole complex
seems to have been in use until about the
end of the seventh century, when it was
destroyed by fire, as indicated by the heavy
layers of ash and the pieces of calcined
sculpture discovered during excavations.21

The three successive Basilicas H, G, and
C with their annexes occupy an area of
roughly an acre (0.7 hectare), that is almost
2.8 percent of the walled area of the city,
while the mosaic floors unearthed during

excavation of these three churches by 1987
covered an area of more than 16,000 square
feet (1,500 square m).22 The intense and
continuous building activity that this
neighborhood experienced throughout the
life of the city, involving the erection of
three successive basilicas with lavish
decoration and multiple annexes, including
two baptisteries (fig. 136:5–6) and a
complex of rooms that may have served as
the bishop’s residence (fig. 136:4), rightly
identifies this as Thebes’s cathedral.23 Apart
from the above-mentioned constructions,
which are directly related to the pastoral
duties of the Church, a large number of
secondary buildings that have been
unearthed all around Basilica C (especially
to the south, in the area between the
basilica and the city walls, fig. 136:9) attest
to the multifarious activities of the Church
of Thebes and its active participation in all
aspects of civic life (welfare, trade) during
Late Antiquity.24 In this connection it is
worth mentioning the modification of the
south stoa of the atrium of Basilica C into
a rectangular room, which in the post-

Justinianic period may have served as a
school25 (fig. 136:7).

The fifth century seems to have been a
period of intense building activity, as, along
with Basilica G (the city’s 5th-century
cathedral), all other known intramural
basilicas at Thebes (Basilicas A, B, and I)
were erected in that same century. Basilica
A or the “Basilica of St. Demetrios,” dated
to the last quarter of the fifth century, is
situated almost in the city center26 (fig.
138:A and fig. 140). It is a three-aisle
basilica (197 x 111 feet [60 x 34 m]) with
narthex, atrium, galleries, and various
annexes, including a baptistery and a
diakonikon to the north and south of the
atrium, respectively. The church was
furnished with sculptural decoration of
exceptional quality. The columns of the
naos, some closure slabs, as well as the
capitals of the naos and the atrium, all
made of Prokonnesian marble, represent
presumably made-to-order pieces directly
shipped from the imperial quarries on the
islands in the Sea of Marmara27 (fig. 141).
The whole complex, surrounded by a

Fig. 140 | Thessalian Thebes, Basilica A (of Saint Demetrios) from the east-southeast.
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strong enclosure wall, seems to have
occupied the length of a building plot,
since its east and west ends terminate in
stoas overlooking streets. At a later, post-
sixth-century phase the basilica’s
colonnades were blocked by rubble
masonry, thus limiting its interior to its
central nave and the eastern ends of the
side aisles. 

Basilica B, or the “Basilica of Bishop
Elpidios,” some 650 feet (200 m) northeast
of Basilica A, is a smaller (72 x 56 feet
[22.25 x 17.05 m]) three-aisle basilica with
narthex, atrium, baptistery, and various
annexes.28 (fig. 138:B and fig. 142). An
apsed room with a hearth and a column
(used for hanging a cooking vessel) and a
low-built table, excavated on the south side
of the basilica, were interpreted as places
where meals were prepared for the poor
people of the community. Basilica B is
dated to the end of the fifth century, but
certain repairs were carried out in the
atrium and the sanctuary in the second
quarter of the sixth century. The calcined
pieces of sculpture found in the soil
accumulations within and around the
basilica indicate that the building was
destroyed by fire. 

Finally, the fourth—and so far last—
known intramural church of Thebes,
Basilica I, stood in the city’s north quarter
(fig. 138:I). Rescue excavations have
revealed parts of its three aisles, narthex,
and apse, as well as portions of secondary
buildings along its north and south sides.
The mosaic floors of the side aisles and the
opus sectile floor of the center aisle had
been partly destroyed by graves that were
opened there at a later stage.29

Another important feature in the
intramural town planning of Thebes was
the fairly large number of bath buildings.
One of these was excavated to the
southeast and the other to the north of
Basilica C (fig. 136:8), two more to the
west and southeast of Basilica A, and a
fifth one in the city center (fig. 138:3–7). It
is indicative that two more extramural
baths, south and southeast of Basilica F,
seem to have been in operation
throughout Late Antiquity as well30 (fig.
138:8–9). The proximity of (almost) all
these baths to churches contemporary to
them suggests that they were clerical baths,
provided exclusively for the clergy and/or
for poor or ill parishioners. The
community’s welfare may also have been
served in another building, excavated very
close to Basilica A (fig. 138:10), which has
been interpreted as a hospice.31

In addition to cult and welfare buildings,
the public architecture of Thebes included,

as expected, many constructions directly
linked to its busy port. Of the port’s

infrastructure very little is known.
Back in 1929 G. Sotiriou could still

see parts of the dock and the
breakwaters, while a small column with an
inscription indicating the fourth
anchorage (¢´∫∞Δ∞¶§√ÀC) was
excavated that same year.32

Archaeological investigation has
meanwhile brought to light large parts of

buildings serving a variety of manufacturing
and commercial activities taking place on or
very near the dock. 

An important “business and trade”

center must have been the so-called
“marketplace,” originally the forum area,
situated between Basilicas A and B (fig.
138:11 and fig. 143). This large complex
exhibits at least ten building phases from
the Hellenistic period to after the sixth
century. It had an impressive arcaded
façade overlooking the harbor and
included a large paved court (atrium)
surrounded by stoas and various secondary
rooms equipped with an extensive
network of water and drainage pipes.33

The function of the rooms cannot be
determined in all cases, but among them
there were certainly a cookhouse, two
lavatories, a storeroom or cellar with many
pithoi, and a pottery workshop. The latter
was operating at least from the fourth
century, and its production included bricks
with the inscription ∂∫∫§‘(ËÛ›·˜)
£∏μ‘(ῶÓ) (of the Church of Thebes),
similar to those found during the
excavation of Basilica A (fig. 137). It is
only natural to assume that many of the
secondary rooms of this complex may have
housed a number of amenities (guest
rooms, restaurants, shops, etc.) provided to
visitors to the port. The density of
monetary transactions taking place in this
complex is implied by the large number of
coin finds retrieved during its excavation.34

The most commercially active area of
the city, however, must have been the
main paved street to the east of Basilica A,
revealed up to a length of 72 feet (22 m),
lined by shops and running almost parallel
to the seawalls (fig. 138:12). The brief
excavation report of 1973 on this street
and its shops records “many successive
stories, basements, pithoi, graves and clay
drainage pipes of various dates . . . density
of buildings . . . continuing repairs and
renovation of them,” indicating how
intensively life pulsed through this
neighborhood in front of the city’s
harbor.35 It is most probably here that
Eusebios, a merchant (Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÂ˘ÙË̀˜) from
Tenedos, and Onessimos, selling pickles at
the market (Û·ÏÁ·Ì·Ú›Ô˘ Â È̓˜ ÙË̀Ó ·̓ÁÔÚ¿Ó),
as recorded on their gravestones, did their
business.36 Other installations that (most
probably) served the port’s high volume of
traffic, both in people and merchandise,

Fig. 141 | Thessalian Thebes, column, capital, and

impost of Prokonnesian marble from Basilica A.
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were discovered recently nearly 200 feet
(60 m) northeast of Basilica F, almost next
to the seawalls (fig. 138:14). The high
number of coin finds in this area is once
again indicative of the commercial vitality
enjoyed by the port of Thebes.37 

Apart from the above-mentioned
examples of public buildings, archaeological
investigation has brought to light remains
of domestic architecture. The residence of
the bishop to the southwest of Basilica C
(fig. 136:4) and the house of (possibly) a
local magnate (or state official?) situated
some 328 feet (100 m) to the west of
Basilica A (fig. 138:13) provide good
examples of the living quarters of members
of the higher social class.38 The lavish
sculptural decoration of the latter is similar
in taste and quality to that of Basilicas A
and B, indicating once again the common
artistic vocabulary that often exists
between upper-class dwellings and
ecclesiastical buildings during Late
Antiquity.39 Vestiges of domestic buildings
belonging to members of the middle and
lower social classes have been reported

mainly during rescue excavations40 (fig.
138:black dots). On the basis of these
reports it seems that domestic building
plots at Thebes were defined by enclosures
surrounding the house and the open space
(yard) in front or around it, where usually
a well was opened. Some houses were two-
storied, with staircases near the main
entrance, either inside or outside the house.
The walls of the ground floor (some 2 feet
[0.60-0.65 m] thick) were built of stone;
those of the second floor of brick. The
first-floor rooms often had fresco
decoration and glass windows. Almost all
the excavated houses show signs of
repeated repairs and alterations. Many of
the remains of domestic architecture have
been excavated outside the city’s defended
area, indicating that the city stretched well
beyond its circuit wall. The religious needs
of the city’s inhabitants who lived in the
suburbs were met by a number of
extramural churches, four of which are so
far known in the archaeological record. 

The Archaeology of the City
Extra Muros

Of these four extramural basilicas,
Basilica E, in the southwest outskirts of
the city (fig. 138:E), and Basilica J, to the
southeast, almost next to the sea (fig. 138:J),
need to be further investigated.41 Much
better studied are the so-called Basilica F
or “Basilica of Martyrios” and Basilica D
or the “Cemetery Basilica.” The “Basilica of
Martyrios,” situated to the southwest of
the city, is a three-aisle basilica with
narthex, possibly an atrium (not excavated
as yet) and annexes, built over the remains
of an unidentified fourth-century
building42 (fig. 138:F). The north aisle and
the narthex have mosaic floors with
dedicatory inscriptions. The number in
Greek letters included in the dedicatory
inscription of the narthex was read as 431,
and interpreted as the basilica’s
construction date.43 Apart from the
reasonable suggestion that this number
may simply present an enigmatic
isopsephy, the mosaic decoration of the

Fig. 142 | Thessalian Thebes, Basilica B (of Elpidios) from the east-southeast.
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basilica clearly indicates, in our view, a
somewhat later construction date (possibly
in the first half of the sixth century).44

Coin finds associated with a thick layer of
ash suggest that the church was destroyed
by fire around the end of the second
decade of the seventh century. 

Finally, the “Cemetery Basilica,” built
probably in the second half of the fifth
century, is a three-aisle basilica with
narthex, atrium, and (possibly) galleries45

(fig. 138:D and fig. 144). The center aisle
and the central part of the narthex are
covered with marble slabs; the side aisles
and square rooms flanking the narthex
with mosaic floors (fig. 145). Worth noting
are the symmetrically placed rectangular
rooms off the lateral aisles, accessed through
tribela. Vaulted tombs were discovered in
the room off the south aisle and in two
more rooms to the northeast of the church.

This basilica is situated in the area of
Thebes’s main cemetery, allowing us to
turn smoothly to “the city of the dead.”

Over 1,540 graves have been
investigated at Nea Anchialos to date46

(fig. 138:crosslets). The majority (sixty-two
percent) are simple tile graves, while pit
and cist graves each represent roughly
seventeen percent of the total. The
remaining four percent include vaulted
tombs and burials in amphorae (usually
for infants) or sarcophagi. The distribution
and chronology of all these graves indicate
that the city’s pagan Late Roman
cemetery, used until the middle of the
fourth century, was evidently located on
the slopes of the low hill east of the
acropolis (in the modern “Dodeka”
quarter). The main Christian cemetery
developed farther to the east, north, and
northwest of the city, and on the basis of

the grave goods (mainly lamps) and
inscriptions that accompanied some of the
burials, it seems that it was in use
throughout the fifth and sixth centuries.
Groups of graves (almost all devoid of
grave goods) have also been found to the
west and southwest of the city, in areas
that were definitely inhabited during Late
Antiquity.47

It is of great interest that a Christian
cemetery was also established within the
walls at the northeast corner of Basilica A,
in an area that had originally served as a
storeroom (fourteen pithoi were found in
situ among the graves). This cemetery
comprised either carefully constructed pit
graves in family groups, dug into the
original floor level (earliest phase), or
isolated pit graves, dug into accumulated
soil and often covered with broken
sculptural pieces from Basilica A (later

Fig. 143 | Aerial photograph of the “marketplace” at Thessalian Thebes from the 1980s.
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phase). A smaller cluster of nine intramural
graves was discovered to the north of the
marketplace, while fourteen more, randomly
scattered, were discovered in Basilicas A and
C, in some of the rooms of the marketplace,
and along the city’s main paved street,
clearly indicating that the public character
and function of all these spaces had ceased
by the time these graves were dug.48

Since intramural burials were normally
forbidden during Late Antiquity, these at
Thebes must have been performed during a
period when restrictions on burials within
the walls were lifted owing to a change in
religious attitudes (triggered possibly by
increasing insecurity in the extramural
areas) or when the city was undergoing a
considerable decline that did not allow the
living to invest much time and effort on
the burial of their dead. The burials of the
first phase to the northeast of Basilica A
could be regarded as burials ad sanctos, and
their presence within the city walls
explained in terms of changing attitudes
and beliefs towards the afterlife. The second
phase burials, however, as well as the burials

that “invaded” public spaces or previously
inhabited areas both inside and outside of
the city seem to attest to conditions of
serious decline of its urban texture. 

Our assessment of the cemeteries of
Thebes should also take into account that
the overwhelming majority of the graves
investigated so far were discovered during

construction work on the sewage system
of Nea Anchialos, hence their position
along the streets of the modern town (fig.
138:crosslets). There is no doubt, however,
that there are far more graves under the
modern houses built in the orthogonal
building plots surrounded by these streets.
The fact that “the city of the dead” was
almost three times larger than the city of
the living reflects directly on how
populous Thebes was during Late
Antiquity. This is no surprise if one takes
into account the city’s beautiful and fertile
landscape, which guaranteed a very high
standard of living to all its inhabitants.

The City’s Socio-economic 
Profile

Thebes and the nearby Demetrias were
the places where the whole of the province
of Thessaly encountered the rest of the
world through seaborne commerce. The
fact that Thessaly was able to sustain two
ports in the Pagasetic Gulf is in itself
indicative of the amount of trade carried
out there during Late Antiquity. A large
part of this trade undoubtedly involved
agricultural and other goods from
Thessaly. The province counted as one of

Fig. 145 | Mosaic floor with geometric motifs. Thessalian Thebes, “Cemetery Basilica,” north aisle, rectangular room

with tribelon.

Fig. 144 | Aerial photograph of the “Cemetery Basilica”

at Thessalian Thebes from the 1980s.
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the most fertile regions of the empire
(especially renowned for its grain), able to
“produce many (things) and, as they say,
(to) support other (countries)”.49 Thebes’s
multicultural population, the variety of
functions in which its inhabitants were
engaged, as well as the type and direction
of the commerce taking place in this lively
port is vividly illustrated in the
archaeological record. 

Gravestones, in particular, making up
almost half of the known epigraphic
record from Thebes, preserve the names
and sometimes the professions and origin
of the deceased.50 Next to people who
came from nearby Lechineon and Echinos,
there are others who had traveled from as
far as Nikomedeia and Tenedos, or even
Antioch. Some of the gravestones belong
to members of the city’s Jewish
community, which must have played an
active role in its economic life.51 The
recorded professions in the city’s epigraphic
record are related to the church
(ÚÂÛ‚‡ÙÂÚÔ˜ [priest], ‰È¿ÎÔÓÔ˜ [deacon],
·̓Ó·ÁÓÒÛÙË˜ [reader of the scriptures]), the
state administration (·Ï·Ù›ÓÔ˜ [officer in
the imperial treasury], Â̓·Ú¯ÈÎỒ˜ [a
subordinate to the eparch], Â̓ÍÎÔ˘‚›ÙˆÚ
[member of the palace guard]), the

military (ÛÙÚ·ÙÈÒÙË˜ [soldier]),
manufacturing (¯Ú˘ÛÔ¯fiÔ˜ [goldsmith],
Ô̓ıˆÓÈ·Îfi˜ [textile maker or trader],
‚˘ÚÛÂ`̆ ˜ [tanner], ÎÚËÈ‰¿ÚÈÔ˜
[shoemaker]), agriculture (ÎËÔ˘ÚỒ˜
[gardener], ÎÚ·Ì‚›Ù·˜ [cabbage farmer]),
trade (Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÂ˘Ù‹˜ [merchant],
Û·ÏÁ·Ì¿ÚÈÔ˜ [maker or seller of pickles]),
or various services (‰È‰¿ÛÎ·ÏÔ˜ [teacher],
È̔È·ÙÚỒ˜ [veterinary surgeon specializing
in horses], Ì¿ÁÂÈÚÔ˜ [cook]). The “yellow
pages” of professionals active at Thebes
would have also included mosaicists,
sculptors, and builders (all in great demand
during construction of the numerous
basilicas), potters (working at the
marketplace pottery workshop),52

blacksmiths (making and repairing the
excavated agricultural and forging tools
and medical utensils), as well as laborers at
the nearby quarries, salt ponds, wineries,
and olive-oil presses that have been
revealed in the vicinity of the city.53 

Wine and olive oil were the dominant
products in the seaborne trade of the
Aegean and the Mediterranean Sea during
Late Antiquity, and Thebes’s active
participation in this commerce is
confirmed by the presence in its excavation
record of a group of amphora types that

circulated widely in the Mediterranean
during the fifth and sixth centuries.
Indicative examples are vessels of the so-
called Late Roman Amphora 2 type of
Aegean origin (fig. 146:4–5), the Late
Roman Amphora 1 from Cilicia, North
Syria and Cyprus (fig. 146:1), the Late
Roman Amphora 3, carrying the famous
Gaza wine (fig. 146:3), and the bag-
shaped Late Roman Amphora 4 from
Palestine (fig. 146:2).54 Further evidence 
of close contacts between Thebes and the
central western Aegean coast—this time
through “religious tourism” and other
travel—is offered by a group of clay
pilgrimage ampullae (tiny vessels) found at
Nea Anchialos (fig. 147) that have been
linked to Ephesian workshops active
between the fifth and seventh centuries.55

It is generally assumed that these ampullae
were filled with the well-known “manna,”
the miraculous dust that rose from the
grave of St. John the Theologian at
Ephesos every year on May 8 and was
offered to pilgrims as a cure-all. Thebes’s
trading partners are further identified to a
certain extent by coin finds. On the basis
of what has been reported in interim
excavation reports, more than 1,800 coins
have been unearthed at Thebes to date,

Fig. 146 | Examples of Late Roman Amphorae (LRA) excavated at Nea Anchialos. Nea Anchialos, Archaeological Collection.
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mainly from the period between the
second century B.C. and the 620s.56

Among the identified mints in a good
sample of coin finds dated between the
fourth and seventh centuries, those of
Thessalonike, Constantinople, Kyzikos,
and Nikomedeia are the best represented,
indicating that Thebes’s economic interests
lay within the north Aegean and the Sea
of Marmara. Trade links with the area of
Propontis, in particular, have already
become obvious through the presence of
Prokonnesian marble in the decoration of
the aristocratic house and the Basilicas A
and C (discussed above). 

Published reports on coin finds from
Nea Anchialos suggest that coin
circulation at Thebes came to a standstill
during the reign of Herakleios (610–41),
more specifically toward the end of the
620s.57 Only five coins dating between
that reign and 1924 (the year systematic
excavation began) have so far been
recovered: a copper denomination of the
eighth century, a coin issued under
Michael II and Theophilos (820–29), one
coin of Manuel I (1143–80), a Turkish
coin, and a coin of King George I (1863–
1913).58 

Of course monetary poverty does not
necessarily indicate a standstill of all
economic activity and a settlement’s
definite decline. In the case of Thebes,
however, this phenomenon is combined
with the city’s almost total eclipse from the
literary records of the seventh and eighth
centuries. The information that in 676 the
besieged Thessalonians searched for food
supplies “ÂÈ̓˜ Ù·̀ Ù ῀̂Ó £Ë‚ ῀̂Ó Î·È̀
¢ËÌËÙÚÈ¿‰Ô˜ Ì¤ÚË” (as recorded in the
Miracles of St. Demetrios) and the mention
of the bishop of Giebas (Ô̔ °Ë¤‚·˜) for
Thebes in the so-called Iconoclastic
Notitia (Codex Parisinus Graecus 1555A),
dated between 787 and the end of the
ninth century, offer no tangible evidence of
Thebes’s urbanism.59 More telling is once
again the city’s archeological record: the
subdivision of elaborate interior spaces into
rooms for more utilitarian functions (as
attested in Basilicas A and C) and the
encroachment on public or previously
inhabited space by disorderly burials

(discussed above) offer a clear picture of
impoverishment and serious urban decline.
The calcined sculptures and layers of ash
observed during the excavation of most of
the basilicas, as well as evidence offered by
excavated graves at Nea Anchialos, clearly
indicate that the city of Thebes did not
succumb to a sudden, well-orchestrated
enemy action, as previously thought.60 The
city’s gradual “demise” seems to have been
the result of a number of interrelated
factors that affected the whole of the
empire after the middle of the sixth
century—political instability, repeated
enemy invasions, and a general economic
regression aggravated, especially in the
Balkans and the Aegean, by the loss of
Byzantine control over the Danubian
frontier and the spread of hostilities across
most of the Balkan Peninsula.61 Under
such conditions the existence of the two
port cities, Thebes and Demetrias, in the
Pagasetic Gulf became superfluous. Of the
two, Demetrias was able to survive thanks
to its timely move to an upland, fortified
location, the nearby hill of Iolkos, which
protected its civic and ecclesiastical
institutions as well as its populace. Most
probably a large number of the residents of
lowland Thebes must have sought refuge
there as well during the difficult seventh
and eighth centuries.62

Over the following centuries the city of
Thebes disappeared. Its memory, however,
resurfaces unexpectedly in the so-called
Destan of Umur Pasha, which informs us
that between 1336 and 1341 the Turks
disembarked at Istefa (from the Latin
Estives), i.e. coastal Thebes.63 This
persistence of memory derives
undoubtedly from the long-lasting impact
that the civic splendor of this renowned
Late Antique port city had on local
communities, as fully justified by the
impressive archaeological discoveries at the
site of Nea Anchialos.

1 The city is usually called “Thessalian Thebes” or

“Christian Thebes” (Sotiriou 1929) to distinguish it

from the inland city of Phthiotic Thebes, as well as

from its most prominent namesake city in Boeotia.

Nea Anchialos was built on the remains of Thessalian

Thebes in the 1910s by Greek refugees from Anchialos

in Bulgaria. All dates mentioned in the text are A.D.,

unless otherwise stated.
2 Strabo 2004, 9.5.14. The remains of Phthiotic Thebes

(circuit walls, temples of Asklepios and Athena Polias,

theater, cemeteries) can be seen on the site of the

present-day village of Mikrothebes (former Aketsi).
3 Honigmann 1939, 41. In the second century the name

“Thebes” was still designating the inland city, see

Avramea 1974, 150, especially n. 10. 
4 On the discoveries that confirm the relation between

the inland (Phthiotic) and coastal (Thessalian) Thebes,

see Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 51–52, and

Karagiorgou 2001b, 184–85.
5 Synekdemos 1939, 642.4.
6 Systematic excavations were conducted by G. Sotiriou

(1923–56) and P. Lazaridis (1959–92) under the

auspices of the Greek Archaeological Society; rescue

excavations have been carried out since the 1970s by

the 7th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities (Larissa). The

relevant reports have been published annually in the

PAE (1922–91) and the ADelt (from 1976 to date).

General essays on the archaeology of Thebes include

Assimakopoulou-Atzaka 1982; Lazaridis 1987b; Dina

1990; Lavvas 1991, and Dina 1994. The city’s urban

transformation and economy vis-à-vis its neighboring

city of Demetrias was discussed in Karagiorgou 2001a,

vol. 1, 51–79, and Karagiorgou 2001b. 
7 Valuable data on the city’s defense system were

recorded in Sotiriou 1929, 11–13. On later discoveries

reported in PAE and the ADelt, see Karagiorgou 2001a,

vol. 1, 52–53; Karagiorgou 2001b, 185–87, and more

recently Dina et al. 2001–4, 631–32.
8 Zosimos 1982, I.43.
9 Prokopios 1964, iii.5. On the date of the Justinian

defense program in the province of Thessaly, see

Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 22–23. 
10 The most recent discussion on the ecclesiastical

architecture of Thebes is Varalis 2001. 
11 Avramea 1974, 203–4.
12 Smpyraki-Kalantzi and Dina 1982, 247, fig. 1, pl. 156a.
13 Varalis 2001, vol. I, 228–29, no. 550.
14 The information on Basilica C and its two predecessors

Fig. 147 | One of a group of similar clay pilgrimage

ampullae excavated at Nea Anchialos. Nea Anchialos,

Archaeological Collection.  



| 167 |

(Basilicas H and G) is based on the interim reports of

the excavations published in PAE 1929–34, 1940, 1954

(G. Sotiriou), 1969–89 (P. Lazaridis), and 1990–91 (A.

Dina). For a summary of the various phases, see

Lazaridis 1988, 93, Dina 1994, 359, and more recently

Varalis (2001, vol. I, 230–33, no. 553), who has

distinguished eight building phases, ranging between

the third quarter of the 4th and the 7th century. The

building history of this intriguing complex should be

clarified farther upon its final publication.
15 On the upheaval caused in Thessaly by the

Ostrogoths, see Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 21–22,

and Karagiorgou 2001b, 208.
16 None of the coins discovered under the floor of

Basilica G dates after the third quarter of the 5th

century, see Lazaridis 1975, 57. 
17 Lazaridis 1988, 93. The radii of the apses of Basilicas

H, G, and C are 16, 12½, and 27 feet (5, 3.80, and

8.20 m), respectively, see Lazaridis 1982, 95. Of the

two earlier basilicas, archaeological investigation has

brought to light their apses and parts of their walls,

narthexes, atria, as well as remains of their mosaic,

sculptural, and fresco decoration.
18 Lazaridis 1987b, 330.
19 The shafts of the columns were also of Prokonnesian

marble, see Sotiriou 1933, 50–51, fig. 3, and

Sythiakakis-Kritsimallis 2008, 652. 
20 Feissel 1987, 363–64, no. 7 (with previous references);

Volos 1991, 26–27, no. 15.
21 Sotiriou 1940, 19; Lazaridis 1970, 39, 42–43; Lazaridis

1989, 165, and Lazaridis 1969, 25 (on the date of this

destruction). 
22 Lazaridis 1987b, 321, 325. 
23 The smaller baptistery to the north of the exonarthex

(intended for infants) was dated to the 6th century

(Lazaridis 1972, 21; Lazaridis 1987b, 317; Varalis

2001, vol. I, 233). The more monumental one to the

southwest of the atrium (with three constructional

phases) has been dated to the middle of the 4th

century (Lazaridis 1987b, 330, and Dina 1994, 362,

figs. 15–16), or in the last thirty years of the 5th

century (Varalis 2001, vol. I, 231–32). On the group of

six rooms to the south of the narthexes and its

proposed identification as the residence of the bishop,

see Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 56–57, and

Karagiorgou 2001b, 191. 
24 Karagiorgou 2001b, 189, 193, nn. 35–36, 50 (with all

previous references). More than 500 coin finds in this

area (Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 2, table 3) testify to the

density of financial transactions organised possibly by

the Church of Thebes. 
25 Sotiriou 1940, 19–21.
26 Its conventional name refers to a mosaic inscription in

the anteroom of the baptistery reading ∞°π∂

¢∏ª∏Δƒπ∞π (sic), see Lazaridis 1987b, 317. The

monument was excavated (1922–28) and published by

Sotiriou (1929, 19–109). The dating of the basilica to

the last quarter of the 5th century is almost

unanimous: Sotiriou 1929, 97 (middle of 5th century);

Kautzsch 1936, 77 (between 480 and 500);

Krautheimer 1986, 122–23 (around 470); Lazaridis

1987b, 322 (last quarter of 5th century), and Varalis

2001, vol. I, 225 (end of 5th–early 6th century). At a

later, 6th-century phase, some of the pavements of

the basilica were renovated (Spiro 1978, 311; Varalis

2001, vol. I, 226). 
27 Sotiriou 1929, 52–96; Krautheimer 1986, 123;

Sythiakakis-Kritsimallis 2008, 647 n. 12.
28 The name of a Bishop Elpidios features in an

inscription discovered in the atrium (Feissel 1987, 364–

65, no. 8, with previous references). The monument

was excavated (1928–29) and published by Sotiriou

(1929, 111–38). See also Varalis 2001, vol. I, 226–27,

no. 547. 

29 Basilica I was excavated by A. Dina and reported in the

ADelt of the years 1979, 1981, 1983, and 1985. See

also Varalis 2001, vol. I, 230, no. 552.
30 Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 54; Karagiorgou 2001b,

193; Dina 2009, 425.
31 Deriziotis et al. 1985, 219, pl. 85c; Ioannidaki et al.

1986, 86-7, pls. 81c, 83a. 
32 Thessalonike 2002, 141, no. 151. On other excavated

remains related to the port, see Lazaridis 1965, 326;

Deriziotis and Dina 1979, 236–37, fig. 4, pl. 87d;

Deriziotis et al. 1985, 218, and Deriziotis et al. 1997,

546–47. 
33 The “marketplace” was excavated in 1956 (G.

Sotiriou) and in 1960–68, 1972, and 1978 (P.

Lazaridis). On the various phases of this complex, see

Lazaridis 1987a, 116, and Dina 1994, 363.
34 Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 2, table 3.
35 Lazaridis 1973, 33.
36 On the gravestone of Onessimos, see Deriziotis and

Dina 1979, 231, pl. 87a; Dina 1992, 452, pl. 97b, and

Thessalonike 2002, 72–73, no. 20. On the gravestone

of Eusebios, see Deriziotis et al. 1985, 220; Dina 1992,

452, pl. 98a, and Thessalonike 2002, 72, no. 19.
37 140 copper coins, including a 16 nummi of Justinian

from the Thessalonike mint, see Dina 2009, 423–24,

fig. 4. 
38 The house west of Basilica A was excavated by

Sotiriou in 1937, 1939, and 1954, and interpreted as

the bishop’s palace, see Sotiriou 1939, 60.
39 Sodini 1984a, 388–89. The tribelon columns of this

house are made of the highly praised Prokonnesian

marble, see Sotiriou 1937, 55.
40 Karagiorgou 2001b, 196 n. 82.
41 Varalis 2001, vol. I, 225, no. 545, and 228, no. 549,

respectively.
42 The conventional name of this basilica is linked to the

inscription +À¶∂ƒ ∂ÀÃ∏™ ª∞ƒΔÀƒπ√À engraved on

one of the closure slabs discovered in the sanctuary,

see Lazaridis 1978, 42, pl. 33a.
43 Lazaridis 1978, 41–42. 
44 On the possibility of an isopsephy, see Feissel 1987,

390, no. 57. Varalis (2001, vol. I, 229, no. 551) is also

in favor of a construction date in the second third of

the 6th century. 
45 The “Cemetery Basilica” was excavated by Sotiriou (in

1933, 1936, and 1957) and Lazaridis (in 1972). Its first

phase has been variously dated to the beginning or

middle of the 7th century (Sotiriou 1936, 64–65), the

second half of the 5th century (Sodini 1970, 721 n.

38; Spiro 1978, 354), the last quarter of the 5th

century (Varalis 2001, vol. I, 228), and the middle of

the 6th century (Assimakopoulou-Atzaka 1982, 143).
46 These statistics derive from the continuously updated

database first created as background research for the

preparation of Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 61–62, and

Karagiorgou 2001b, 194–96. The last entries in this

database are graves described in the latest available

reports on rescue excavations at Nea Anchialos, see Dina

et al. 2001–4. Another group of 45 graves from the east

cemetery was reported at the 4th Scientific 

Meeting on the Archaeological Work in Thessaly and

Central Greece (Volos, March 15–18, 2012), see

http://extras.ha.uth.gr/aethse4/gr/paper.asp?paper=439.
47 Dina 2009, 424–25, figs. 7 and 14 (some of these

graves were oriented north-south rather than the

usual east-west).
48 Karagiorgou 2001b, 195 n. 73. The same

phenomenon was also observed during the more

recent excavation of (possibly) a bath to the south of

Basilica F, which was later used as a cemetery, see

Dina 2009, 425, fig. 14.
49 As quoted in the Expositio totius mundi et gentium,

written around 360, possibly in Tyre, see Expositio

1966, LII, 1–2. On the wealth of Thessaly’s natural

resources, see Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 159–205.
50 Of the over 170 inscribed objects excavated at Thebes

and reported to date in the interim excavation reports,

almost half are gravestones, see Karagiorgou 2001a,

vol. 2, Appendix 4. On the funerary inscriptions, in

particular, see Feissel 1987 and Dina 1992. Six of them

were presented in Thessalonike 2002, nos. 19–20, 86,

117, 153, and 665.
51 Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 2: Appendix 3, nos. 39, 50,

71, 72, 88, 89; vol. 3: pls. 80c–f. See also Ameling et

al. 2004, vol. I, 126–41. The recently discovered

gravestone of Esther, decorated with a menorah, was

reported at the 4th Scientific Meeting on the

Archaeological Work in Thessaly and Central Greece in

2012, see note 46, above. 
52 It is worth noting that from the second half of the 6th

until the beginning of the 7th century Thebes and its

surrounding area is regarded as the source of the so-

called Painted Ware of Central Greece, see Petridis

2010, 90–91, with all relevant references. Numerous

examples of this type of ceramics have been excavated

at Nea Anchialos, see Thessalonike 2002, 314, nos.

341–44, and Dina 2010, 566, figs. 18–22. 
53 Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 2: Appendix 5, 1–2. See also

Avramea 1974, 69, on salt ponds, and Lazaridis 1972,

13, and Lazaridis 1973, 28, on tools.
54 Examples of the above-mentioned amphorae were

published in Lazaridis 1976, 554, pl. 282b; Iatridou

1976, 190, pl. 139c–d; Dina 2010, 564–65, figs. 3–9,

and Thessalonike 2002, 144, nos. 154–55. The

classification is according to Riley 1979. The amphora

types excavated at Nea Anchialos indicate only the

direction of Thebes’s trade activities; information on

the volume of this commerce will be obtained after

the final publication and quantification of the pottery

finds at Nea Anchialos.
55 Dina 2010, 568, figs. 46–49. On the connection of

these ampullae to Ephesos, see Mainz 2011, 210, no.

II.1.2. On the pilgrim site of St. John the Theologian,

see Foss 2003, especially 140–41. 
56 The statistics on coin finds and their mints derive from

the continuously updated database, first created as

background research for the preparation of

Karagiorgou 2001a (vol. 2, Appendix 4a and tables 2

and 4). The last entries in this database are the most

recently reported coin finds from Nea Anchialos in

Dina et al. 2001–4. 
57 With the exception of a (silver) hexagram (see

Lazaridis 1979, 60) all other reported coin finds from

the reign of Herakleios are (copper) 40 nummi. The

latest among them is dated to 617–18, see Lazaridis

1979, 69. 
58 Karagiorgou 2001a, vol. 1, 73–75, vol. 2, Appendix 4a

and table 2.
59 Karagiorgou 2001b, 213–14, especially n. 149.
60 Sotiriou 1929, 8–9 (assigning the sudden break in

monetary transactions, as well as the destruction of

the excavated monuments at Thebes by fire to a

sudden enemy action by the Slavs who invaded the

Balkan peninsula in the first half of the 7th century). 
61 On the repercussions that the rupture of the Danubian

front had on the Aegean economy and especially the

sea-borne trade in amphorae, see Karagiorgou 2001c,

especially 155.
62 For a more detailed discussion of the differing fates of

Demetrias and Thebes, see Karagiorgou 2001b,

especially 211–15.
63 Avramea 1974, 155–56.



| 276 |

∞∞∞. ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎ¿ ∞Ó¿ÏÂÎÙ· ÂÍ ∞ıËÓÒÓ.

Abadie-Reynal 1989. C. Abadie-Reynal.

“Céramique et commerce dans le bassin
égéen du IVe au VIIe s.” In Lefort and
Morrisson1989, 143–59

Abadie-Reynal 1998. “Un exemple de
régression du phénomène urbain: Argos
aux IVe–VIIe siècles ap. J.-C.” In Pariente
and Touchais 1998, 397–404.

Abadie-Reynal 2007. C. Abadie-Reynal. La

céramique romaine d’Argos (fin du IIe siècle

avant J.-C.–fin du IVe siècle après J.-C.).

Études pélonnésiennes, XIII. Athens, 2007.
∞µª∂. ∞Ú¯Â›ÔÓ μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÒÓ ªÓËÌÂ›ˆÓ ∂ÏÏ¿‰Ô˜.
Acheimastou-Potamianou 1991.

M. Acheimastou-Potamianou. “The
Basilissa Anna Palaiologina of Arta and the
Monastery of Vlacherna.” πn Proceedings 

of the Athens Symposium 1988 “Women 

and Byzantine Monasticism,” edited by 
J. Y. Perreault, 43–49. Athens, 1991.

Acheimastou-Potamianou 2009.
M. Acheimastou-Potamianou. ∏ μÏ·¯¤ÚÓ·

ÙË˜ ÕÚÙ·˜, ÙÔÈ¯ÔÁÚ·Ê›Â˜. Athens, 2009.

Acheimastou-Potamianou and
Triantaphyllopoulos 1975.
M. Acheimastou-Potamianou and D.
Triantaphyllopoulos. “◊ÂÈÚÔ˜. μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ¿,
ÌÂÛ·ÈˆÓÈÎ¿ Î·È ÓÂfiÙÂÚ· ÌÓËÌÂ›· ∏Â›ÚÔ˘.”
ADelt 30 (1975): Chronika B1, 221–35.

Acheimastou-Potamianou et al. 1973–74.
M. Acheimastou-Potamianou, P.
Vocotopoulos, and D. Triantaphyllopoulos.
“μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ¿, ªÂÛ·ÈˆÓÈÎ¿ Î·È ¡ÂÒÙÂÚ·
ªÓËÌÂ›· ∏Â›ÚÔ˘.” ADelt 29 (1973–7):
Chronika B2, 598–626. 

Adam-Veleni 2001. P. Adam-Veleni. “∏
‰ÂÎ¿¯ÚÔÓË ÔÚÂ›· ÂÚÁ·ÛÈÒÓ ÛÙËÓ ∞Ú¯·›·
∞ÁÔÚ¿ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜ 1989–1999.” In
∞Ú¯·›· ∞ÁÔÚ¿ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜ 1, ¶Ú·ÎÙÈÎ¿

¢ÈËÌÂÚ›‰·˜ ÁÈ· ÙÈ˜ ÂÚÁ·Û›Â˜ ÙˆÓ ÂÙÒÓ 1989–
1999 (∫Ú˘Ù‹ ™ÙÔ¿, 7 Î·È 8 πÔ˘Ï›Ô˘ 1999),
edited by P. Adam-Veleni, 15–38.
Thessalonike, 2001.

Adam-Veleni 2003. P. Adam-Veleni.
“∞ÛÚÔ‚¿ÏÙ·. ™˘ÁÎÚfiÙËÌ·
·˘ÙÔÎÚ·ÙÔÚÈÎÒÓ ¯ÚfiÓˆÓ. ∞ÁÚÔÈÎ›·-
ÛÙ·ıÌfi˜-·Ó‰Ô¯Â›Ô.” In ∞Ú¯·›Â˜ ·ÁÚÔÈÎ›Â˜ 

ÛÂ Û‡Á¯ÚÔÓÔ˘˜ ‰ÚfiÌÔ˘˜, edited by P. Adam-
Veleni, E. Poulaki, and K. Tzanavari,
109–14. Exh. cat. Athens, 2003. 

ADelt. ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎfiÓ ¢ÂÏÙ›ÔÓ.
∞∂. ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎ‹ ∂ÊËÌÂÚ›˜.
∞∂ª£. ΔÔ ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎfi ŒÚÁÔ ÛÙË ª·ÎÂ‰ÔÓ›· Î·È

ÛÙË £Ú¿ÎË.
Ahrweiler 1966. H. Ahrweiler. Byzance et la

mèr. La marine de guerre. La politique et les

institutions maritimes de Byzance aux VIIe–

XVe siècles. Paris, 1966.
Ahrweiler 1975. H. Ahrweiler. L’idéologie

politique de l’empire byzantin. Collection
SUP. L’Historien, 20. Paris, 1975.

Ahrweiler 1977. H. Ahrweiler. “The
Geography of the Iconoclast World.” In
Bryer and Herrin 1977, 21–27.

AJA. American Journal of Archaeology.
Åkerström-Hougen 1974. G. Åkerström-

Hougen. The Calendar and Hunting Mosaics

of the Villa of the Falconer in Argos. A Study

in Early Byzantine Iconography. Acta Instituti
Atheniensis Regni Sueciae, XXIII.

Stockholm, 1974.
Albani 1996. J. Albani. “Kastoria.” The Grove

Dictionary of Art, edited by J. Turner, vol.
17, 838–41. New York, 1996.

Aletras 2012. Z. Aletras.
“ŒÓ· ÌÂÛÔ‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓfi ÏÔ˘ÙÚfi
ÛÙÔ ∏Ú¿ÎÏÂÈÔ.” In Andrianakis et al. 2012,
323 –31.

Alexiou 1960. S. Alexiou. “ΔÔ ¢Ô˘ÎÈÎfiÓ
·Ó¿ÎÙÔÚÔÓ ÙÔ˘ Ã¿Ó‰·ÎÔ˜.” ∫Chron 14
(1960): 102–8. 

Allamani-Souri 2003. V. Allamani-Souri.
“Brief History of Imperial Thessaloniki as
Derived from Epigraphic and
Archaeological Evidence.” In Roman

Thessaloniki, edited by D. V. Grammenos,
80–91. Exh. cat. Thessaloniki
Archaeological Museum Publications, no.
1. Thessaloniki, 2003.

Allamani and Apostolou 1992. V. Allamani
and M. Apostolou. “™ˆÛÙÈÎ¤˜ ·Ó·ÛÎ·Ê¤˜
ÛÙËÓ fiÏË ÙË˜ μ¤ÚÔÈ·˜.” ∞∂ª£ 6 (1992):
93–110. 

Allen 1979. P. Allen. “The Justinianic
plague.” Byzantion 49 (1979): 5–20.

Ameling et al. 2004. Inscriptiones Judaicae

Orientis, vol. I: Eastern Europe, Texts & Studies

in Ancient Judaism, edited by W. Ameling,
D. Noy, A. Panayotov, and H. Bloedhom.
Texte und Studien zum antiken Judentum,
101. Tübingen, 2004.

Anagnostakis 1989. I. Anagnostakis. “ΔÔ
ÂÂÈÛfi‰ÈÔ ÙË˜ ¢·ÓÈËÏ›‰·˜. ¶ÏËÚÔÊÔÚ›Â˜
Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓÔ‡ ‚›Ô˘ ‹ Ì˘ıÔÏ·ÛÙÈÎ¿
ÛÙÔÈ¯Â›·;” In Angelidi 1989, 375–90.

Anagnostakis 1996. I. Anagnostakis.
“∂ÏÏ·‰ÈÎ¿ ·Ú·Ì‡ıÈ· Î·È ÂÏÏ·‰ÈÎ‹
·Ú·Ì˘ı›· ÛÙÔ μ˘˙¿ÓÙÈÔ ÙÔ˘ 10Ô˘ ·ÈÒÓ·.”
In ∂ÏÈ¿ Î·È Ï¿‰È. ¢’ ΔÚÈ‹ÌÂÚÔ ∂ÚÁ·Û›·˜,

∫·Ï·Ì¿Ù·, 7–9 ª·˝Ô˘ 1996, 121–50. Athens,
1996. 

Anagnostakis 2001. I. Anagnostakis.
“¶ÂÚÈÔ‡ÛÈÔ˜ Ï·fi˜.” In √È ÛÎÔÙÂÈÓÔ› ·ÈÒÓÂ˜

ÙÔ˘ μ˘˙·ÓÙ›Ô˘ (7Ô˜–9Ô˜ ·È.), edited by
E. Kountoura-Galake, 325–46. ∂ıÓ. ÿ‰Ú.
∂ÚÂ˘Ó., πÓÛÙÈÙ. μ˘˙. ∂ÚÂ˘Ó. ¢ÈÂıÓ‹
™˘ÌfiÛÈ·, 9. Athens, 2001.

Anagnostakis 2004a. I. Anagnostakis. “∞fi
ÙËÓ ÂÈÎfiÓ· ÙË˜ ÌÔÓ·¯‹˜ ∂˘ÊÚÔÛ‡ÓË˜ ÛÙÔÓ
μ›Ô ÙˆÓ ÔÛ›ˆÓ ÙÔ˘ ªÂÁ¿ÏÔ˘ ™ËÏ·›Ô˘: ∏
ÈÛÙÔÚ›· ÌÈ·˜ Î·Ù·ÛÎÂ˘‹˜.” In √ ÌÔÓ·¯ÈÛÌfi˜

ÛÙËÓ ¶ÂÏÔfiÓÓËÛÔ, 4Ô˜–15Ô˜ ·È., edited by
V. Konti, 147–98. ∂ıÓ. ÿ‰Ú. ∂ÚÂ˘Ó., πÓÛÙÈÙ.
μ˘˙. ∂ÚÂ˘Ó. ¢ÈÂıÓ‹ ™˘ÌfiÛÈ·, 14. Athens,
2004.

Anagnostakis 2004b. I. Anagnostakis.
“∫Ô˘ÎÔ‡‚·È Î·È ÙÚÈÁ¤ÚˆÓ Ô›ÓÔ˜. ™Ù·Ê‡ÏÈ·
Î·È ÎÚ·ÛÈ¿ ÛÙÔÓ ∂˘ÛÙ¿ıÈÔ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜.”
In ∂ÈÛÙËÌÔÓÈÎfi ™˘ÌfiÛÈÔ √›ÓÔÓ ÈÛÙÔÚÒ πππ, Δ’

∞ÌÂÏ·Óı›ÛÌ·Ù·, edited by G. A. Pikoulas,
75–109. ∞thens, 2004. 

Anagnostakis 2007. I. Anagnostakis. “H
ÂÏ·ÈÔÊfiÚÔ˜ ¶ÂÏÔfiÓÓËÛÔ˜ ÛÙÔ˘˜ Ì¤ÛÔ˘˜
‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÔ‡˜ ¯ÚfiÓÔ˘˜.” In Ὁ δὲ τόπος…

ἐλαιοφόρος’. ∏ ·ÚÔ˘Û›· ÙË˜ ÂÏÈ¿˜ ÛÙËÓ

¶ÂÏÔfiÓÓËÛÔ, 61–73. Athens, 2007.
Anagnostakis 2012. I. Anagnostakis.

“ªÔÓÂÌ‚·Û›·–§·ÎÂ‰·›ÌˆÓ: °È· ÌÈ·
Ù˘ÔÏÔÁ›· ·ÓÙÈ·ÏfiÙËÙ·˜ Î·È ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
∫˘ÚÈ·Î‹ ·ÚÁ›· ÛÙÈ˜ fiÏÂÈ˜.” In
Kiousopoulou 2012, 101–37. 

Anagnostakis and Brother Ioustinos 1985.
I. Anagnostakis and Brother Ioustinos. √È

£ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓÈÎÂ›˜ fiÛÈÔÈ ™˘ÌÂÒÓ Î·È £Âfi‰ˆÚÔ˜:

ÚÒÙÔÈ Î·ÙÔÈÎ‹ÙÔÚÂ˜ ÙÔ˘ Õıˆ Î·È ÙË˜

·ÓÂÏÏ¿‰Ô˜ ÔÏÈÔ‡¯ÔÈ. Karyes, Mount
Athos, 1985.

Anagnostakis and Lampropoulou 2002.
I. Anagnostakis and A. Lampropoulou.
“∫·Ù·ÛÙÔÏ‹: ªÈ· ÌÔÚÊ‹ ÂÓÔ¯‹˜ ÛÙËÓ
¶ÂÏÔfiÓÓËÛÔ ÙÔ˘ 9Ô˘ Î·È 10Ô˘ ·ÈÒÓ·.” In
∞ÓÔ¯‹ Î·È Î·Ù·ÛÙÔÏ‹ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ª¤ÛÔ˘˜ ÃÚfiÓÔ˘˜:

ªÓ‹ÌË §¤ÓÔ˘ ª·˘ÚÔÌÌ¿ÙË, edited by K.
Nikolaou, 47–61. ∂ıÓ. ÿ‰Ú. ∂ÚÂ˘Ó., πÓÛÙÈÙ.
μ˘˙. ∂ÚÂ˘Ó. ¢ÈÂıÓ‹ ™˘ÌfiÛÈ·, 10. Athens,
2002. 

Anagnostakis and Poulou-Papadimitriou
1997. I. Agangnostakis and N. Poulou-
Papadimitriou. “∏ ÚˆÙÔ‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ‹
ªÂÛÛ‹ÓË.” ™‡ÌÌÂÈÎÙ· 11 (1997): 299–322.

Anagnostakis et al. 2002. I. Anagnostakis,
V. Konti, A. Lampropoulou, and A.
Panopoulou. “Program of historical
geography of the Institute of Byzantine
Studies ‘ÃÒÚÔ˜ Î·È ÂÓfiÙËÙ· ÙË˜ ¢˘ÙÈÎ‹˜
¶ÂÏÔÔÓÓ‹ÛÔ˘.”  In Themelis and Konti
2002, 65–81.

Anastos 1957. M. Anastos. “The transfer of
Illyricum, Calabria, and Sicily to the
jurisdiction of the patriarchate of
Constantinople in 732–33.” In Silloge

bizantina in onore di Silvio Giuseppe Mercati

= Studi Bizantini e Neoellenici 9 (1957): 
14–31.

Andreadaki-Vlazaki 2012. 2000–2010, ∞fi ÙÔ

·Ó·ÛÎ·ÊÈÎfi ¤ÚÁÔ ÙˆÓ ∂ÊÔÚÂÈÒÓ ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÙ‹ÙˆÓ,
edited by M. Andreadaki-Vlazaki. Athens,
2012.

Andreou 1997a. I. Andreou. “Urban
Organisation.” In Sakellariou 1997, 94–100.

Andreou 1997b. I. Andreou. “∏ ÙÔÔÁÚ·Ê›·
ÙË˜ ∞Ì‚Ú·Î›·˜ Î·È Ë ÔÏÈÔÚÎ›· ÙÔ˘ 189
.Ã.” In ∞ÊÈ¤ÚˆÌ· ÛÙÔÓ ¡. G. L. Hammond,

17–35. ª·ÎÂ‰ÔÓÈÎ¿. ¶·Ú¿ÚÙËÌ·, 7.
Thessalonike, 1997.

Andreou 2007. I. Andreou. “ΔÔÔÁÚ·ÊÈÎ¿
Î·È ÔÏÂÔ‰ÔÌÈÎ¿ ¡ÈÎfiÔÏË˜.” In Zachos
2007, vol. 1, 231–62.

Andrews 2006. K. Andrews. Castles of the

Morea [1953], revised ed. Gennadeion
Monographs, IV. Princeton, N.J., 2006. 

Andrianakis 1991. M. Andrianakis.
“¡¤· ÛÙÔÈ¯Â›· Î·È ·fi„ÂÈ˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
ÌÓËÌÂÈ·Î‹ Ù¤¯ÓË ÙË˜ ∫Ú‹ÙË˜ Î·Ù¿ ÙË μ’
μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ‹ ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô.” In ¶ÂÚ·ÁÌ¤Ó· ÙÔ˘ ™Ù’

¢ÈÂıÓÔ‡˜ ∫ÚËÙÔÏÔÁÈÎÔ‡ ™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›Ô˘, Chania

1986, vol. II, 9–34. Chania, 1991. 
Andrianakis 2010. M. G ∞ndrianakis. “ΔÔ

¤ÚÁÔ ÙË˜ ∂ÈÛÙËÌÔÓÈÎ‹˜ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹˜
·Ó¿‰ÂÈÍË˜ ‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÔ‡ Î·È ‚ÂÓÂÙÛÈ¿ÓÈÎÔ˘
Ô¯˘ÚˆÌ·ÙÈÎÔ‡ ÂÚÈ‚fiÏÔ˘ Ã·Ó›ˆÓ.” In
∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎfi ŒÚÁÔ ∫Ú‹ÙË˜ 1. ¶Ú·ÎÙÈÎ¿ ÙË˜ 1Ë˜

Û˘Ó¿ÓÙËÛË˜, ƒ¤ı˘ÌÓÔ 28–30 ¡ÔÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 2008,
edited by M. Andrianakis and I. Tzachili,
93–107. Rethymnon, 2010. 

Andrianakis 2012a. M Andrianakis. “∏
ÚˆÙÔ‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ‹ ·ÎÚfiÔÏË ÙˆÓ Ã·Ó›ˆÓ.” 
In ∏ Ô¯˘ÚˆÌ·ÙÈÎ‹ ·Ú¯ÈÙÂÎÙÔÓÈÎ‹ ÛÙÔ ∞ÈÁ·›Ô Î·È

Ô ÌÂÛ·ÈˆÓÈÎfi˜ ÔÈÎÈÛÌfi˜ ∞Ó·‚¿ÙÔ˘ Ã›Ô˘. Ã›Ô˜,

26–28 ™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 2008, edited by A.
Kavvadia, 75–90. Chios, 2012.

Andrianakis 2012b. M. Andrianakis. “28Ë

∂ÊÔÚÂ›· μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÒÓ ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÙ‹ÙˆÓ.” In
Andreadaki-Vlazaki 2012, 335–40. 

Andrianakis 2013. M. Andrianakis. “∏
ÌÓËÌÂÈ·Î‹ ·Ú¯ÈÙÂÎÙÔÓÈÎ‹ ÛÙËÓ ∫Ú‹ÙË ÙË˜ μ’
‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓ‹˜ ÂÚÈfi‰Ô˘.” In ¶ÂÚ·ÁÌ¤Ó· ÙÔ˘ π’

¢ÈÂıÓÔ‡˜ ∫ÚËÙÔÏÔÁÈÎÔ‡ ™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›Ô˘, Chania

2006, vol. I, 309–61. Chania, 2013. 
Andrianakis et al. 2012. ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÏÔÁÈÎfiÓ ŒÚÁÔÓ

∫Ú‹ÙË˜ 2. ¶Ú·ÎÙÈÎ¿ ÙË˜ 2Ë˜ ™˘Ó¿ÓÙËÛË˜.

ƒ¤ı˘ÌÓÔ, 26–28 ¡ÔÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 2010, edited by
M. Andrianakis, P. Varthalitou, and I.
Tzachili. Rethymnon, 2012.

Andrianakis et al. 2012a. M. Andrianakis, 
I. Volanakis, and Ai. Mylopotamitaki. 13Ë
∂ÊÔÚÂ›· μ˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÒÓ ∞Ú¯·ÈÔÙ‹ÙˆÓ.” In
Andreadaki-Vlazaki 2012, 327–34.

Androudis and Athanasoulis 2004.
P. Androudis and D. Athanasoulis.
“¶·Ú·ÙËÚ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÛÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔ‰ÔÌÈÎ‹ ÈÛÙÔÚ›·
ÙÔ˘ ‘‚˘˙·ÓÙÈÓÔ‡ ÏÔ˘ÙÚÔ‡’ ÙÔ˘ ∫¿ÛÙÚÔ˘
¡·˘¿ÎÙÔ˘.” In ¶Ú·ÎÙÈÎ¿ ÙÔ˘ μ’ ¢ÈÂıÓÔ‡˜

™˘ÓÂ‰Ú›Ô˘ ∞ÈÙˆÏÔ·Î·ÚÓ·Ó›·˜. ∞ÁÚ›ÓÈÔ, 29, 30,

31 ª·ÚÙ›Ô˘ 2002, edited by A. Paliouras,
vol. II, 515–34, Agrinion, 2004.

Angelidi 1989. ∏ Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹ ˙ˆ‹ ÛÙÔ

μ˘˙¿ÓÙÈÔ. ΔÔÌ¤˜ Î·È Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈÂ˜ ÛÙËÓ

ÂÏÏËÓÈÛÙÈÎ‹ Î·È ÚˆÌ·˚Î‹ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË, ¶Ú·ÎÙÈÎ¿

ÙÔ˘ ∞’ ¢ÈÂıÓÔ‡˜ ™˘ÌÔÛ›Ô˘ (15–17

™ÂÙÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ 1988), edited by Ch. Angelidi.
∞thens, 1989.

Angelidi 2012. Ch. Angelidi. “Basile
Lécapène. ‘Deux ou trois choses que je sais
de lui.’” In Pour l’amour de Byzance.

Hommage à Paolo Odorico, edited by Ch.
Gastgeber, Ch. Messis, D. Ioan Mureşan,
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