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Plantation Economy Tourism Industry

Expatriate capital invested into plantations and sugar mills The majority of the hotels, airlines, restaurants, tour operators/travel 

agents are owned and based in a foreign country

Expatriate management and control Majority of skilled and high paying jobs go to ‘white’ foreigners

Mono-Crop export orientation Countries are almost totally dependent on international tourism 

expenditure as a large percentage of GNI

Profit repatriation Profits are repatriated or retained to the foreign countries where the 

hotels are based

Large ‘unskilled’ Black slave labour force Large unskilled mainly ‘black’ resident labour

Mass exploitation of a majority black population by a minority white 

population

(Beckles, 1990; Britton, 1982; Brohman, 1996; Pattulo, 2006;Weaver, 1988) 

Mass exploitation of majority black population by a minority 1% elite 

class. 4



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

• European Pan Antillean networks.

• Export mono-crop orientation, mainly sugar

• By 1950s-1960s economic restructuring involved:

- outward-oriented approaches

- Less emphasis on staple crops and more on foreign direct investment

- Tourism was identified as the engine of growth
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IMPACTS OF TRANSNATIONALISM

Foreign conglomerates own and control majority of tourism businesses

Influence mass, standardised, institutionalised, packaged tourism

Lack of local control over natural resources

Excessive leakages of foreign exchange currency

Social polarisation and exclusion

Excessive reliance on one industry/Lack of diversity in economies 

Makes the region susceptible and vulnerable to the actions and strategies of foreign entities.

(Cabezas, 2008; Pattulo, 2006)
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HOTELS

8



IMPACTS OF TRANSNATIONAL HOTELS

• Excessive foreign exchange leakages

• (37-85% of expenditure is leaked away (Some scholars suggest up to 90% of 

expenditure is leaked away) (Pattulo, 2006)

• Repatriation of profits. Foreign salaries, tax concessions and incentives, payments 

for imported goods/food

• Only 16% of fruit and 20% of fish consumed in Caribbean hotels are sources locally 

(Caribbean Development Bank, 2017).
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ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORTS

• All inclusive hotels lower the per capita spending of tourists

75-85% of vacation expenses in all inclusive are allocated to tour operators, hotels, 

airlines)

• Contribute to ‘Zero dollar’ tourism – (King, Dwyer & Prideaux, 2006)

(In DR earnings per room spending a have dropped from US$318 in 1982 to US% 

154.00 (cabezas, 2017)

• Influences the development of the ‘tourism enclaves’ – the ‘them and us’ syndrome
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BARBADOS STAKEHOLDER VIEWS

“A number of the resorts (non all-inclusive) and restaurants are 

closing and turning into condominiums because the all-inclusive 

product has killed the restaurant trade, and it is killing the 

smaller, independently run hotels. All-inclusive don't provide any 

business to Barbados, except for the resort the people stay in. 

They don't provide any business to the restaurants, taxis, shops, 

supermarkets, gas stations, because people go to the resorts and 

stay there. It's not good for Barbados; it's not good for tourism" 

(Sealy, 2018). 

•
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LABOUR POLICIES – TRANSNATIONAL HOTELS

• Mass employment is usually low paid jobs/ better paid management-middle usually 

go to foreigners or local elites.

• Influence the minimum wage downward. On several islands the minimum annual 

wage is below US$5000.00 (Wong, 2015).
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LABOUR POLICIES – TRANSNATIONAL 
HOTELS
• Social exclusion/marginalization

• Hire mainly foreigners in high paid managerial roles

• Social exclusion and marginislation of local workers

• Deskilling of workers

• ‘Brain Drain’

• Promotes pre-colonial tensions

(Goodwin, 2008; Williams, 2012; Wong, 2015; Cabezas, 2008)
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SOCIAL EXCLUSION, POLARISATION, 
MARGINALISATION

• Over 488 miles of Jamaica coastlines had been privatized by 

1992

• Disputes between hotel developers and locals over access to 

beaches in Barbados is commonplace

• Medical Apartheid in Cuba

• Sex Tourism
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BEACH PROTEST – BARBADOS 2018 

• https://youtu.be/OC6q-Mt2_Yo
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VARADARO BEACH AND 
SHANTY TOWN - CUBA
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CLOSING REMARKS

Every poor country accepts tourism as an unavoidable 

degradation. None has gone so far as some of the West Indian 

islands, which, in the name of tourism are selling themselves 

into a new slavery (Naipaul 1969, p. 210).
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MORE INFORMATION

• http://ontourism.online/in

dex.php/jots/issue/view/7
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